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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


JOINT MEETING OF ISLAMIC CONFERENCE, ARAB LEAGUE 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 24 Aug 80 p 4 


[Article: "Klibi: It Ie Time For the USA to Abandon Their Total Alinement 
With Israel" "Chatty: 850 Million Muslims Are Impatient to Free £1 Qods") 


[Text] In his address at the opening of the joint meeting of the League of 
Arab States and the Organization of the Islamic Conference, Chedii Klibi 
particularly stated: 


"We are living in a time when Arabs and Muslims are equally confronted with 
various civilizational, cultural and intellectual challenges and are facing 
the expansionist plans of Israel, who does not hesitate to raise a sacri- 
legious hand to the places to worship and to trample underfoot human values, 
always ignoring the censure of world conscience. 


"To establish communities, with the results that such an undertaking creates, 
in the area of solidarity and politican*and economic cooperation shows one of 
the characteristics of our times--an imperative for international action. 

We have witnessed the birth of solid and powerful communities, joining 
peoples who had little in common and:who had even been separated by a deeply 
rooted hostility throughout history. The Arab world and the Muslim world 
also are in the best position to draw nearer, come together and cooperate, 
even more since they both have been bathed in the fire of the struggle for 
liberation, since the majority of their peoples has suffered foreign domi- 
nation and since they swore to guarantee dignity and invulnerability. 


"In fact the dangers to which our peoples are exposed are many, as are the 
problems with which they are faced, but there is every reason to believe 
that nothing threatens them as much as what is developing in Palestine, this 
piece of the Arab homeland, whose cause is considered by all Arabs, in 
Machrek and in Maghreb, and by all Muslims, wherever they may be, as being 
theirs. 


"The decision recently passed by the Knesset declaring £1 Qods the eterna! 
capital of Israel clearly showed up to what extreme the Zionist regime could 
go, not only in the non-recognition of the rights of the Palestinian people, 
but in contempt for the feelings of the whole Arab and Muslim nation. 














"The increasingly serious aggressions that Israel is multiplying against 
Lebanese territory--the last to date being the large-scale military operation 
launched Tuesday againet Arnoun and the region that surrounds it, followed 
the next day by the bombardment of Nabatyeh, of Tyr and of the Palestinian 
refugee camps--are only one aspect of an expansionist policy aiming to thrust 
aside any possibility of a just peace based on respect for the legitimate 
rights of the Palestinian people. 


"The resolution recently passed by the Security Council is a test of “he 
international community's ability to guarantee the effectiveness of its 
decisions and the credibility of ite commitments. 


"The international community can not any longer be contented with condemning 
Israeli aggressions, even more since by the measures it has just taken and 
by the whitewashing of these aggreseions, whether they are in the occupied 
territories or in Southern Lebanon, Israel eonfirme that it is very little 
concerned abovt international legabity. We also demand that one go beyond 
simple condemnations and that one put an end to aggression. 


"It is time that the United States abandons its total alinement with Israel, 
an alinement having as a pretext their security needs, and that it proceeds 
to examine its positions. The Zionist regime having proven that it was 
continuing to defy the international conscience and was pursuing the putting 
into operation of its plans for aggression and the achievement of its 
expansionist aims, it is time that those who are hesitating listen carefully 
to the call of the Arab and Muslim nation, concerned about defending inter- 
national legality and giving their support to every resolution imposing the 
appropriate measures for bringing Israel to its senses. 


"At this opportunity that we have to coordinate Arab and Muslim efforts, we 
must proclaim before the entire world that the Arabs are at the end of their 
patience and that, strong in our proper rights and in international legality, 
we ask the world to take up its responsibilities and to take all useful 
measures for honoring its commitments. 


"In this regard, we can only express the hope of seeing the Iranian revolution 
rid itself of the aftermath of the imperial regime and work conscientiously 
and seriously to strengthen stability in the area, thanks to relations of 
cooperation and understanding with the neighboring Arab states. This is the 
most appropriate means for supporting the Palestinian cause and guaranteeing 
the solidarity of the nations of the area in the face of all threats. 


"As long as El Qods and the other occupied territories remain under sub- 
mission to Zionist power, as long as the Palestinian people are deprived of 
their homeland and of their right to build a state, like all other peoples, 
the struggle of the Arab and Muslim nation will have to go on and all the 
means at their disposal will have to be set in operat’ to correct this 
injustice. 











"What His Highness Prince Fahd advocated was good, when he asked that the 
atruggle to which we are pledged be considered as a holy war for which we 
must mobilize all our energy, all our means, whether they be in the areas of 
politics, information or economy, in addition to military meane. 


"The favorable reception accorded this call represents the determination 
of our peoples to take up the battle seriously and resolutely. 


"and since we are decided to not let ourselves be defeated or humiliated, 

we are certain to triumph, precisely because of our cooperation among our- 
selves and the efforts that we are putting forth in international agreements, 
which gives importance to our two organizations. But this cooperation 
demands the blending of tasks, accuracy in arrangement and an objective 
vision..." 


For his part, Habib Chatty stated: 


"On 20 June 1980 an important and constructive meeting took place in Jeddah, 
which allowed the two secretaries general to examine the prospects for 
cooperation, the achievement of which the two organizations aspire to, this 
cooperation having to strengthen Arab-Muslim solidarity in everything 
relating to the understanding of problems that concern Arabs and Muslims... 


"What contributes to making the achievement of this ambition easier is the 
very nature of Arab-Muslim ties since the birth of Islam. The Arabs have 
raised high the banner of this religion, which they spread in the farthest 
regions of East and West. Today 850 million persons are Muslims. They are 
all impatient to free El Qods and to put an end to the hateful Zionist occu- 
pation of the Palestinian Arab land. 


"Some are trying to sow dissension between the Arabs and the non-Arab Muslims. 
Arab nationaliem, they allege, calls for the union of a limited community of 
Muslims, which does not correspond to the Islamic movement that calle for 

the unity of all of ‘Omma.' We are gathered here to produce the proof that 
the two movements are complementary, that the unity of the Arabs is an indis- 
pensable element for the achievement of the ambitions of the Islamic peoples. 


"The need to create community bodies that promote the achievement of common 
goals arose in the western world from recent political doctrines. The idea 
of ‘assembling’ in the Muslim world is found in the teachings of Islam, which 
call the faithful to show proof of solidarity for the triumph of good and 

of the faith. 


The Islamic Conference, created the day after the aggression perpetrated 
against the El Qods Mosque at the end of 1389 (Hegira calendar) is aimed at 
strengthening Islamic solidarity and cooperation among the member countries 
in economic, cultural, social and scientific areas. It fights against racial 
segregation and colonialism in all its forms and contributes to the 
strengthening of peace and international security based on justice. This 











Organization also aims at coordinating efforts to protect the holy places 
and to support the struggle of the Palestinian people to recover their 
righte and the liberation of their lands, It supports the struggle of all 
the Lelamic peoples to preserve their dignity, their independence and their 
national rights, The Islamic Conference finally undertakes to foster an 


adequate environment for better cooperation and better understanding among 
the member states and other states. 


"By annexing El Qods and proclaiming this holy city the eternal capital of 
the Zionist entity, the common enemy only shows defiance and provocation 
in the place belonging to Arabs and Muslims." 


9545 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


ISLAMIC CONFERENCE, ARAB LEAGUE REAFFIRM SUPPORT FOR PALESTINIAN STATE 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 25-26 Aug 80 p 4 


[Text] Here is the joint communique made public at the end of the sessions 
of the joint meeting of the Ielamic Conference and the League of Arab States, 
following the telks that took place at the headquarters of the Secretary 
General's Office of the Islamic Conference in Jeddah between Chedii Klibi, 
secretary general of the League of Arab States and Habib Chatty, secretary 
general of the Islamic Conference, following the joint communique published 
at the close of their meeting on 14 June 1980, 


Out of concern for strengthening the spirit of Arab-Islamic solidarity and 

in response to an invitation from the Secretary General of the League of Arab 
States, a joint meeting including high level delegates from both organizations 
was held from 23 to 24 August 1980 in Tunis under the presidence of Chedii 
Klibi and Habib Chatty and with the participation of Baccari Diami and 
Mohamed Ben Slama, assistant secretaries general for legal affairs respec- 
tively of the Islamic Conference and the League of Arab States; Hamza 
Robbana, director of the Office of the Secretary Gereral of the Islamic Con- 
ference; Hichem Mustapha Fares, director of the El Qo’s acd Palestine 
divisions for the Islamic Conference, and Moncef El hav, adviser of the 
Secretary General of the League of Arab States. 





During the meeting the participants reviewed the issues that are troubling 
both organizations, especially the most recent events of the situation in 
occupied Palestine after Israel's decision to annex the Arab sector, £1] Qods, 
and to consider this holy place as the “eternal capital of the Zionist 
entity." 


B h organizations reviewed the results of the meeting of the El Qods Com- 
mittee that was held from 16 to 18 August 1980 in Casablanca and the stands 

of the League of Arab States. Moreover, they exchanged views on the measures 
taken. The two delegations affirmed the determination of the Arab and 

lslamic states to intensify the battle to confront the provocations launched 
by the Zionist entity in order to free El Qods from the yoke of occupation and 
to allow the Palestinian people, led by the PLO, to achieve self-determination, 
to recover their legitimate rights and to build an independent state on their 
territory. 











The two delegations succeeded in completing a cooperation agreement between 
the Arab and Islamic organizations, 


This agreement rests on the appropriate means to establish cocperation between 
the two organizations for developing brotherly relations between the Islamic 
and Arab countries in the areas of politics, economics, culture, science and 
information, and all of this within the framework of strengthening ties of 
brotherhood and protecting Arab-Muslim civilization, which is governed by 

the principles of justice and tolerance, 


This cooperation is made within the framework of coordinating efforts to 
achieve more progress for the benefit of the Arab and Islamic communities and 
with the aim of protecting their common interests and fighting against 
colonialism, racism and exploitation in all their forms to strengthen these 
countries’ safety and peace in the world, 


The two organizations consented that the agreement be signed by the secre- 
taries general of both groups and that it be passed on to the headquarters 

of the Secretary General's Office of the Islamic Conference in Jeddah for the 
exchange of documents, after their approval by the Council of the League —— 
Arab States and the Conference of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the [» au. 
countries. 


9545 
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INTER@ARAB AFFAIM 


ISLAMIC CONFERENCE'S JURISTS BEGIN WORK IN COMMITTEE 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISTE in French 25-26 Aug 80 p 4 


|Article: “Start of Work of the Committee of Juriete of the Ielamic Con- 
ference”) 


[Text] The committee of juriete entrusted with giving an opinion on the 
criminal practices committed by lerael in occupied Palestine began its work 
yesterday morning in the Hilton Hotel in Tunis, 


The opening session of this meeting, which was presided over by Habib Chatty, 
secretary general of the lelamic Conference Organization, was attended by 

Dr Charfeddin Birzada, Pakistani minister of justice; Osman Goudiam, president 
of the Higher Council of the Bench of Senegal and member of the commission 

of the United Nations entrusted with investigating the crimes of Israel; 
Apbaseador Midoune Val, former president of the United Nations committee for 
the immutable righte of the Palestinian people; Dr Mohamed Saker (Jordan); 
Walid Arafat (Palestine); Aberrahman £1 Hila, Mustapha Filali (Tunisia), as 
well as a delegation from the Islamic Conference. 


In his address, Chatty stated that this meeting is held in accordance with 
the recommendations of the special session of the Conference of Foreign 
Affaire Ministers of Islamic Countries that was held in Amman last July. This 
session had entrusted the secretary general of the Islamic Conference with 
studying in cooperation with five juriste the measures to take on the inter- 
national level regarding Israel's racist policy and its criminal practices, 
practices whose aim is to drive the Palestinian people from their homeland, 
to plunder their rights by employing repression and terrorism, to pursue the 
establishment of settlements for the Judaization of Palestine, and this 
beyond the recently enacted law decreeing £1 Qods the eternal capital of 

the Zionist state in occupied Palestine. 
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INTER ARAB APVALRS 


CAMP DAVID ISSUE DIGRUPTS ARAB LAWYERS’ CONFERENCE 
Cairo AL-ANBAR in Arabic 7 Jul 80 p 3 


[Article by Layla ‘Abd al-Salam: “AL-AHRAR Ie First Newspaper To Record 
Detaile of Evente at Arab Lawyers’ Conference in Rabat; Delegations of 
Rejection States Declare: ‘We hawe Come Specifically To Attack Egypt'”) 


[Text] The Arab Lawyers’ Conference in Rabat developed into an arena 
for political disputes and eplite. The rejection etates launched 4 
vicious attack against Egypt. The Syrian lawyers split into two groupe: 
those sent by the government and those representing the now disbanded 
Lawyers’ Association. 


The conference ite activities in an opening session in the 

Marrakash City Hall presided over by King Hasean I! of Morocco. King 
Hassan delivered a apeech in which he said: “The Arab world is cur- 
rently paseing through « crieie of freedom and 4 crisie of law. Por 
what has become of the search for truth? And what has become of the 
championing of right’? And what has become of respect for the 





eritical, finally 
the Egyptian lavyeres the Ireqi delegates. 
their respective countries, the 
in with the Iraqi delegation. 


Amid the fighting with chaire and the conflicting catcalle, conference 
chairean Muhammad Ouldghiri threatened to diemies the meeting. With 
extreme difficulty, Ahmad al-Khewajah, the leader of the Egyptian lavyers, 
was able to wount the pletfore end lead « cheer for Egypt and Palestine. 
Then, one of the members recited verses from the Koran until the store 

















quieted down, Almad al-Khawajah was finally able to get the conference 
vider control, Seme members of the Egyptian delegation announced that 
they were withdrawing. The storm erupted a second time when the chair= 
man of the conference requested that the delegation heads limit their 
speeches to 5 minutes. The delegations from the rejection states 
announced that they had come from their countries epecifically to attack 


Kaypt! 
Seven Egyptians Expelled 


Following the conclusion of thie stormy session, the Permanent Of fice 
held @ meeting in which it was decided to expel seven Egyptian lawyers 
from the conference, These lawyers were Ibrahia al-'Agigi, Sa'id al-Par, 
Ibrahim Jadu, Mustafa ‘Abbas, ‘Atif al-Jawhari, ‘Abd=al-'Al ‘Arjun and 
Mahir Muhammad ‘Ali, The office decided not to expel ‘Ali Mansur. 


Arab Lawyers’ Federation president Ahmad al-Khawajah and federation 
member Salah al-Sayyid abstained from voting on the expulsion of the 
Layptians. 


Mahir Muhammad ‘Ali submitted « complaint to conference chairman Muhammad 
Ouldghiri in which he said: “This decision is invalid because it was 
iseved by 4 majority without a quorum. The decision was issued without 
verification and failed to take into account the following facts: 


“All that occurred was that the Egyptian delegation protested against 
statements issued by the Syrian and Palestinian delegation heads touch- 
ing on Arab national considerations. After the Iraqi delegation head 
got through criticizing and rejecting the Camp David agreement, he pro- 
ceeded to address the Egyptian people with inflammatory propaganda 
against their regime. Similariy, after the head of the Palestinian 
delegation got through criticizing and rejecting the Camp David agree- 
ment, he began to attack the current leadership of Egypt. The latter 
action was what prompted the protest. This is borne out by the fact 
that while nearly ail the unions made criticiems of Camp David and some 
of their representatives issued strong statements, the Egyptian delega- 
tion did not protest against this, because every opinion should be 
respected. The protest was made because of the departure from the 
general framework of proper discussion into personal attacks.” 


Mahir Muhammad ‘Ali continued: “The time has come for the conference to 
put an end to aggression and bickering and follow the noble formula advo- 
cated by the sponsor of our conference, King Hasean II, who called on us 
to deal with one another within a framework of conciliation, tolerance 
and objectivity. Therefore, we urgently request the following: 


"1. The formal invalidation of the decision to expel the Egyptians and 
the rejection of this decision in substance. 











"2, <A demand for the rectification of the situation and the questioning 
of these whe have attacked our delegation and our homeland, 


"}, The directing of the delegation heads and speakers to omit inappro- 
priate remarks and exercise objectivity when discussing matters.” 


lowever, the permanent office did not look into the complaint of the 
expelled member of the Egyptian delegation! 


Split in the Egyptian Delegation 


The meeting of the permanent office concluded with the distribution of 
the conference work to eight committees dealing with the following areas: 
the Arab homeland, public freedom, regulation of the legal profession, 
the combating of colonialiem, Palestine, the Arab economy, juriete, and 
fundamental law. 


The Arab homeland committee was one of the most important committees in 
the conference. It consisted of 500 members under the chairmanship of 
the Egyptian association head, Ahmad al-Khawajah, and continued ite 
activities for 12 consecutive hours. 


The discussions of most of the delegations focused on the issue of the 
Arab-Zionist struggle. In the context of how to deal with this problem, 
most Arab delegations were in agreement on a unified position on the 
iseve. This was not true for the Egyptian delegation, however, which 
split into two groups, one for and the other againet [Camp David). How- 
ever, even the pro-Camp David faction asserted that the main problem for 
the Arab nation is the elimination of colonialiem, beginning with the 
Zionist entity. It attempted to justify ite support for Camp David by 
asserting that the purpose behind thie support was to gain the power to 
confront the enemy. However, this group met with strong opposition from 
the other Arab delegations and two members of the Egyptian delegation, 
Ahmad Nasir and Muhammad Fahio. 


Most of the Arab delegations agreed that the achievement of freedom for 
Arab man is 4 fundamental step on the road to confronting the Zionist 
enemy. Most delegations were also in agreement that Arab funds (from the 
oil states) should be invested in the Arab and Third World states rather 
than in the banks of the developed capitalist countries, and especially 
America and Western Europe. 


The European Initiative 


The Palestinian delegation on the committee focused on the European 
initiative regarding the Arab-Zionist struggle. It asserted that this 
initiative does not go any further than the American position on the 
Arab-Zionist struggle. In fact, the delegation asserted, the statement 
issued by the European Common Market states on 6 November 1973 is devoid 
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vf afy Meaning since it was remarked im the recent European cummit meet- 
ing that some progress had to be achieved in the European position and 
the initiative failed to accomplieh thie. Particular areas in which 
progress Wae required were the inetatement of the Palestinian people as 
a primary eide in the existing struggle; the recognition of the PLO as a 
legal representative; and the recognition of the Palestinian people's 
right to self-determination and the establishment of their own national 
Btare,. 





“he Iraqi and Jordanian delegations raised the question of Gulf security, 
the so~called Iranian threat to the Arab character of the Gulf, and the 
Acseriean presence in the Gulf and the Arabian Sea. They called for 
adherence to the pan-Arab charter proposed by iraq as a minimum measure 
to counter foreign ambitions in the Arab homeland. 


The delegations were in agreement that Arab problems should be solved 
through dialog and peaceful means, and they called for all Arab disputes 
to be overcome. 


The committee also discussed the Lebanon problem, focusing particularly 
on the Zionist interventions aimed at destroying the unity and Arab 
character of Lebanon and eliminating the Palestinian revolution's 
presence on Lebanese soil. The delegations called for the provision of 
material support to the Palestinian revolution and Lebanon. The Lebanese 
delegation applauded the unity which presently exists between the Pales- 
tinian revolution and the Lebanese National Movement in the cause of 

the defense of Lebanon's unity and Arab character. As for the members 
of the Egyptian delegation opposed to the Camp David agreement, Muhammad 
Fahim spoke of them in the Arab homeland committee chaired by Ahmad 
al-Khawajah. Mr Fahim said that Egypt cannot do without the Arab states 
and the Arab states cannot do without Egypt, and he refuted the claim 
made by some members of the Egyptian delegation who defended the Camp 
David agreement. These members were ‘Umar Khattab, ‘Ali Mansur and 
Sathinah al-Tawil. 


in reply to Muhammad Fahim, these three lawyers stressed that the Arab 
problem can only be solved through peace, not through force. People's 
Assembly member Bathinah al-Tawil stated: “The tanks, planes and guns 
of the entire Arab homeland combined would not be able to liberate the 
usurped lands after we discovered that we were fighting America rather 
than Israel.” 


‘Umar Khattab spoke about the rule of law and the freedom of the Egyptian 
citizen, but was interrupted by Ahmad Nasir, who said: “You are a liar. 
A lawyer is now being tried in Egypt for expressing his free opinion.” 


At this point, an uproar broke out in the hail. Committee chairman 
Ahmad al-Khawajah then expelled Ahmad Nasir from the session, saying to 
hia: “Leave, Ahmad." Shouts of protest were raised by members of the 
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lraqi delegation who demanded that attention be focused on the content 
of the pan-Arab charter proposed by Saddam Nusayn and their rejection of 
the Camp David agreement and all agreemente connected with it, 


The Palestinians emphasized that the recovery of Palestine can take place 
only through armed etruggle. They rejected the current settlements in 
the area, and especially the Camp David agreement. They emphasized the 
freedom of decision of the Palestinians and called on the Arab states to 
free the fedayeen organizations from tutelage and dependency. 


They rejected the claim made by some members of the Egyptian delegation 
that there ie no substitute for the Camp David agreements. 


The delegations from Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Palestine joined in a 
shouting demonstration saluting Egypt ae the birthplace of the free man 
Ahmad Nasir. 


At thie point, committee chairman Ahmad al-Khawajah decided to dismiss 
the session because of the disorder and the disagreements among the 
members of the delegations. 


Attack on Camp David 


The Palestine committee was chaired by Yasir ‘Amru, the leader of the 
association of Palestinian lawyers in the occupied lands. The task of 
thie committee was to discuss the Palestinian situation in the occupied 
lands, in particular, as well as the overall Palestinian situation. 
Ahmad Nasir joined the delegations of Palestine, Syria, Jordan and Lraq 
in an attack on the Camp David agreement and the Egyptian information 
media which have deceived the Egyptian people into believing that the 
Arab states chose to isolate Egypt and withhold aid from it following 
the October var. 


When Mahir Muhammad attempted to join the Palestine committee, Yasir 
‘Amru expelled him. 


When asked the reason for this action, Yasir ‘Amru said: “There is a 
decision from the permanent office, which I endorse, expelling him 
from the conference." 


Next, some of the Egyptian lawyers who support the Camp David agreement 
and defend the reasons which led to the signing of this agreement spoke. 
They said that the Arab world had chosen to isolate Egypt and withhold 
all aid from it, particularly after the October war. 


Ahmad Nasir and certain members of the Syrian, Iraqi and Morocco delega- 
tions responded to the Egyptians, saying that their statements vere 
incorrect and that aid was cut off from Egypt because it had joined 
forces with American and Zionist imperialism. 
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Anmad Nasir said: “This agreement is againet the people of Egypt and the 
Arab nation, and the previous Egyptian People's Assembly was dissolved 
vecause some of ite members were opposed to the Camp David agreewent.” 


Cheers for Ahmad Nasir 


The Jordanian delegation requested that a moment of silence be observed 
in memory of the late Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir. The Jordanian delegation then 
obeerved this moment of silence and was joined by the rest of the delega- 
tions along with Ahmad Nasir. After the observance, the Syrians and 
itaqie cheered Ahmad Nasir. 


One of the Palestinians called on the Arab states and the confrontation 
states to open their bordere to the activity of the Palestinian guerrillas. 
The discussions aleo touched on the criminal actions which Israel carried 
Out againet the mayors of Nabuluse and Ramallah. 


The committee on the righte and freedom of man and the rule of law, 
which wae chaired by the leader of the lawyers’ association of Iraq, 
discussed the rights of Arab man in the Arab countries. The Syrian 
lawyere spoke about the coercion, imprisonment and arrests plaguing the 
citizens of Syria. They said that all the rights of the citizens have 
been eliminated and only the members of the regime have any rights or 
freedoms. One of the most moved of these speakers was an individual who 
had been a member of the now disbanded Council of the Association o: 
Syrian Lawyers. The adherente of the present regime in Syria clashed 
with the Syrian lawyers, who had called for rights and freedom for the 
people of their nation. 


The delegate from Sudan said: “It is impossible for us to accept the 

fact that our brothers in Syria have been imprisoned and other representa- 
tives have come forward to represent the association, and the issue is not 
to debate the Syrian regime. I call for the release of all association 
members in Syria and the immediate restoration of the legitimate asso- 
ciation.’ 


The head of the lawyers' association of Algeria said: "Why single out 
Syria. Why not mention Libya. The legal profession in Libya has been 
abolished permanently." 


At the conclusion of the conference, the Egyptian lawyers issued a state- 
ment in which they stated that many citizens of the brother Arab states 
do not enjoy the same climate of freedom as that which exists in Egypt 

at the present time. The statement conveyed a true picture of the 
freedom, democracy and rule of law which Egypt has enjoyed since the 
corrective revolution and the establishment of a permanent Egyptian 
constitution. The statement said that every Egyptian can express his 
opinion with complete freedom, ever if it is contrary to the opinion of 
the government, as is evidenced by the fact that the Egyptian lawyers 
participating in the conference included some individuals who are opposed 
to certain decisions of the Egyptian Government and openly declare their 
opposition. 
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INTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


EXILED WEST BANK MAYOR ATTACKS ISRAEL, U.S. 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL='AMM in Arabic 12 Jul 80 p 18 


[Report on interview with West Bank Mayor Fahd al-Qawasimi, by 
AL=~RA'Y AL~'AMM correspondent, in Amman; date not given) 


[Text] Shaykh Raja al-Tamimi, Sharia magistrate of Hebron, said that 
he and his colleagues--Fahd al-Qawasimi, mayor of Hebron, and 
Muhammad Milhim, mayor of Halhul--who were exiled by the Israeli 
authorities, will undertake a trip to the Arab countries at the 
beginning of the month of Ramadan. 


"We are waiting for the decision of the Teraeli court,” Mr Milhim told 
AL=~RA'Y AL~'AMM. “If the decision is in our favor, and we are allowed 
to return, we shall certainly return. If we are not allowed to return, 
we shall study every possibility of applying more pressure on the 
occupation authorities, so that we may return one way or another.” 


Mayor al-Qawasimi said: "We realize that the road of the struggle is 
long and difficult. It is full of violence and suffering. However, 
we must pursue it. The homelend will not return to us through mere 
hopes and prayers, but by cutting off more he»its, feet and heads. The 
current tragedy of our people at home, or the real extent of the 
Israeli practices, cannot be imagined by anyone but those who are 
subject to them. The Zionists do not want to merely exile and destroy 
the nationalist leaders. They are now actually determined to kill 

the Palestinian people. The bombs planted in Jerusalem and Hebron, 
the murders in Bir Zayt, and the killing of female students in 
Bethlehem, as well as other daily practices, are nothing but definite 
proof that they want the land and do not want the local people to 
remain on it. They want the land, and want to drive the local people 
out. There is no more doubt about this. However, the will of the 
people has always been victorious, and we shall win." 


“Europe has started to become aware," Mr al-Qawasimi said with reference 
to the reaction of public opinion in Europe to Israeli crimes, "that 
the Israeli Zionists are the real Nazi killers, not the Palestinian 
people. Both their real faces and intentions are being unmasked for 
the first time. In 45 days of continuove extensive and sustained 
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efforts, we have been able to ascertain that many [new] concepts are 
currently taking root in Europe and the United States, While this 

ie only 4 beginning, there ia no doubt that, if this development 
continues, it will have a tremendous influence not only on European 
and American public opinion, but aleo on European and American inten- 
tions, 


"Since we were able for the first time to speak and find increasingly 
interested listeners, we addressed European and American public opinion 
through the television networks and the various media. We apoke 
through the press, and we gave talks, even at Harvard University. We 
spoke with officials everywhere, We even spoke with Jews. We spoke 
with them there. We did so in order to give a true picture everywhere. 
That is what happened during our 45-day trip." 


(Question) What about the appropriate response to the American attitude, 
which is opposed to our nation and our cause? 


[Answer] We have become used to the fact that America and the colonialiat 
powers respect no one but the strong. We have to utilize the same 

method used by the United States. When the Soviet Union exiled the 
Zioniet Sakharov, the United States cut off wheat shipments to the 

Soviet Union. When the Iranian students took 50 employees of the American 
embassy in Tehran hostage, the United States mobilized all its fleets, 

in the East and in the West, and tried to invade Iran. The United States 
even imposed an economic blockade of Iran, and asked Europe to do the 

same thing. 


Let me ask you: as Arabs, do we not have such weapons at our disposal’ 
Do we possess no such weapons? We can have all these weapons at our 
command. We have the Arab funds through which we can paralyze the pace 
of construction and progress, as vell as financial, economic and 
monetary growth in the United States. We have Arab oil which represents 
the sinews of life both in America and Europe. Are we incapable of 
concentrating our determination--even for one single month--to face 

the despots who persist in supporting the deceit of our enemy, and 
provide this enemy with weapons of death and destruction to annihilate 
our people? 


Zionist Swallowing Up of Land 
[Question] What about Zionist ambitions regarding Arab land? 


[Answer] If I speak about this topic, some people may accuse me of being 
pessimistic. However, I want to tell the truth. Zionist ambitions do 
not stop at Palestine. The best proof of this is their current attempt 
to swallow up the occupied Syrian heights and Sinai. They are not even 
satisfied with that, and are actually waiting for further opportunities. 
After succeeding in swallowing up and digesting the currently occupied 
territories, they will move to other areas. What is there to prevent 
them from reaching Damascus, Beirut and Medina itself, as long af we 
have no Arab force at our command capable of stopping them and chech‘ng 
their arrogance? 
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Waste of Time 
(Question) What about calle for peace as a way to obtain our rights? 


|Anewer) There are thoge who are now talking about peace and lying 

to their people, especially certain leaders of our nation. They imagine 
that following the lead of our enemies could help us obtain our rights. 
Or they imagine that the European nations, or a Geneva conference or the 
United Nations, could direct ue to the right road. The truth is that 
all this is a bunch of lies. In fact, all these solutions are a mere 
waste of time, a mere comedy, an attempt to put the Arab people and 

the Palestinian people to sleep. The road of resiatance and struggle 

is clear, Liberation can be achieved only with the help of the noble 
Palestinian Arab rifle. [end of answer) 


With regard to the possibility of unilateral application of the Camp David 
agreements, mayor al-Qawasimi said: “The fact is that thie is impossible, 
unless they are imposed on the people of the occupied land by force, 

just as occupation iteelf was. Our people shall never willingly agree 

to let (the Israelis) establish any form of autonomous government. 

They will never be able to do so, because you will never find among our 
people anybody willing to submit his candidacy for election. You will 
never find among our people anybody willing to cast his vote for such 

an operation. However, if [the Israelis) want to impose autonomy by 
force of arms, as they imposed their presence and are currently imposing 
their settlements on us, this is something else. The occupation is 

there, not according to our wishes, but against our will.” 





New Sowing of the Land 


With regard to response to the operations of liquidation and deportation, 
Mayor al-Qawasimi said: "Practical suggestions about retaliating 
against liquidations and deportations are to intensify the fight. 

You have to intensify the fight, 0 you people who are at home with every 
act of liquidation and deportation, the fire of the struggle must be 
fanned and the popular uprising must be escalated. 


"The occupation must know that the acts of liquidation and deportation 
of a number of leaders of the occupied land, such as mayors of cities, 
will not stop the revolution in Hebron, Ramallah, Nablus or elsewhere. 
Our cities shall continue to resist and oppose the occupation of its 
methods. 


"This is the only course open to our people in the occupied land. 
Abroad we have become weary of news speculation, contacts and peace- 
making efforts lacking forcefulness and originating from deceitful 
people. There must be real, practical response to those things. 
Practical response can only be based on more preparation and greater 
cohesion between the Arab leaders and their peoples. There must be 
more self-reliance, more determination to fight, more stress on libera- 
tion. This is the way to stop Zionist ac-~ession, deportation and the 
liquidation of Palestinian citizens.” 
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"With reference to the Paleatiniansa who are abroad, we tell them: 
‘Intensify your fight and your atruggle; intensify your revolutionary 
violence; sow the land with mines and guns; and sow the land with 
corpses of victima.' We are ready for martyrdom and self-sacrifice," 


Regarding the proper way to atrengthen [the people in] the occupied 
territories, Mayor al-Qawasimi said: "The way of financial support 

is a long one. We do not want at this point to put our people to 

sleep. Do you believe that the liberation of Palestine can be achieved 
with the help of $50 million or $100 million, which we may be given 

by wealthy Arab countries? We actually want this money to be put to 

use and sent to the fighters to buy guns. We want thie money to be sent 
to Jerdan and Syria to buy guns. We want weapons and an honorable fight, 
We do not want more villas and high-rise buildings in the Arab homeland. 
We want a war society." 


Arab Character of Jerusalem Changed 


Regarding Judaization efforts in the occupied areas, Mayor al-Qawasimi 
said: "“Judaization actually goes back to 1967. We told Arab officials 
many times about it, but they did not believe us. However, I can give 
you a true picture of the situation. More than 1.25 million donums of 
land have been confiscated, I teil you. With reference to Jerusalem, 
let me tell you: there are 100,000 Israelis in Arab Jerusalem. More 
than 30,000 houses belonging to the Jews have been built in Arab 
Jerusalem. In spite of this, we still claim that Jerusalem is Arab, 
and that it will be returned through some compromise with the help of 
friends of those who support Israel! Is this possible?" 


End to Occupation 


Regarding the future of the Palestinian question, Mayor al-Qawasimi 
said: "The future is ours. However, as a people, we want to alleviate 
our children's suffering in the occupied homeland and shorten the 

long journey. The end is inevitable, and history will repeat itself. 
The Israelis will be defeated some day, and they will be crushed. 

This is what we told them. We said it in Hebron on 23 March 1980, at 
the Hebron conference. We told them when they wanted to settle in 

the heart of Hebron: ‘Come back to your senses. See how the British 
Bmpire, on which the sun previously never set, collapsed in Great 
Britain itself, where it fell to pieces. Look at Hitler and the Nazis 
who imagined that they could occupy the world, who reached Stalingrad 
and Leningrad, and spread all over Europe. Germany collapsed and fell 
apart, and it now gravitates in the orbit of America. As to you Zionists, 
your fate will be the same.' 


“However, we, the Palestinian people, want things to go faster. We 
want to see the liberation of Palestine with our own eyes. We want 

to see our young men, daughters and children no longer deprived of 
whatever we have been deprived of. We want to see our young men, 
children and young women lead, in their own country, a happy and stable 
life. This was denied to us, to the generation of the 1948 defeat and 
the 1967 relapse, and to the victims of the violations and catastrophes 
which have hit the cause and afflicted our people.” 
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Facts and Data 


With regard to the implications of the decisions of the United Nations, 
the silence of the lelamic world and the collusion and deceit of the 
American Government, Mayor al-Qawasimi said: "The United Nations has 
been unable to implement the decision concerning the return of three 
Palestinians to their country, from which they were unjustly deported 
under false accusation, How could we then trust this organization in 
the future when its decisions involve the Palestinian people as a whole’ 


"These facts must be emphasized to the international community before 
the international organization iteelf. If it does not respect its own 
decisions, what reason is there for it to exist? It must be emphasized 
to the Islamic nations that the spiritual values of Islam have been 
desecrated under the cover of occupation, and that the Holy Land is 
desecrated every day at the hands of the Zionists. We must turn to 

the Western countries which promote democracy, and tell them: ‘What 
democracy is there in the measures taken by Israel and involving 
Judaization, liquidations and deportations?' 


"We must emphasize to the American people and their present government, 
which never missed an opportunity to talk at length about human rights 
ever since it came into power, that when human rights were really 
involved the United States opposed the decision concerning the three 
Palestinians’ return to their country. This confirms the deceit of 

the American Government, which claims to promote peace and pretends that 
it does everything to ensure an equitable solution in the area. In 
fact, it does not even go along with a resolution concerning the return 
of three Palestinians, who have committed neither crime nor offense." 
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INTER~ARAB AFFAIRS 


EXPANSION OF PETROLEUM PIPELINE CONTINUES 
Paris LE MONDE DIPLOMATIQUE in French Aug 80 pp 14-15 
[Article by Marie-Christine Aulas} 


[Text] Since the war of October 1973, a new network of pipelines has 
gradually been put in place in the Arab «>untries of the Near East. The 
previous facilities, built in the era of the British and French mandates, 
or at the latest in 1950 (the Saudi tap-line) by companies wich concessions 
(1), are each in turn being replaced by new ones, ordered and financed by 
the oil-producing countries. Today as in the past, it is a question of out- 
shipment of part of the crude from the Culf regions to the Mediterranean, 
and of diversifying thereby the outlets for what is three-fifths of the 
production on the international market. What is different ie the new 
geographic configuration of the network. 


Up to now, the pipelines took the most direct path between the zones of 
production and the Mediterranean: coming from Iraq and Saudi Arabia, they 
converged on a limited area of the maritime face of Lebanon and Syria, 
north of Israel. Now, the facilities put into service or still in progress 
still end up at the Mediterranean, but by adopting totally different 
routes, all of which have the special feature of avoiding the zone of 
Israeli-Arab conflict. 


Of the three new pipelines, the Saudi “trans-Arabian" still under construc- 
tion, the "strategic pipeline," and the "Suez-Mediterranean" (SUMED) built 
by Egypt which is alrecdy in service, it is this latter which is undoubtedly 
the most unusual. On the one hand, it does not take oil from a well, but 
transports the crude from one zone to another, from the Red Sea to the 
Mediterranean. This is the first Arab pipeline of this kind. Up to now, 
Israeli pipelines--Eilat-Haifa, built in 1957, then Eilat-Ashkelon, built 

in 1968--held sole monopoly over the region. 


SUMED, which was finished in early 1977, is in some respects a complement 
to the Suez canal, whose [maximum] draught at present limits passage to 
ships not exceeding 69,000 Tpl [expansion unknown! loaded (2). Thanks to 
this line, bigger tankers (250,000 Tpl) can discharge at Suez the crude that 
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other ships can pick up at Sidi-Kreir, near Alexandria. The idea of building 
such a pipeline is not recent. It dates from a time prior to the closing 

of the Suez canal in 1967, when the latter was already beginning to be 

poorly adapted to the new oil fleets. But the October War had to come before 
studies and negotiations came to fruition. The Arab Petroleum Pipeline 
Company (3) was created on 11 December 1973 with a capital of 400 million 
dollars, and work was begun. 


Built in the political and economic climate of "Infitah" ("opening-up"), 
SUMED's path reveals its strate,ic import. Far from taking the most direct 
route, alongside the canal between Suez and Port Said over 160 km, soon 
after Suez the pipeline bends toward the west, crosses the Nile delta, and 
ends in Alexandria after a journey of 320 km. Why this route? To supply 
the refineries of Alexandria? The latter are barely sufficient for Egyptian 
oil. To keep the facility safe from the consequences of possible fighting? 
In reality, by this path, a whole part of Egyptian territory would be 
exposed in case of conflict. In effect, SUMED being complementary not 

only to the Suez canal but also to the trans-Arabian pipeline, Egypt is now 
directly situated on the east-west petroleum route, providing a distinct 
link for the transport of Saudi crude. Taking into account the interests 
that SUMED involves, both upstream and downstream (producing countries and 
consumer countries), the country is already placing itself behind the front 
lines. Further, not only the Suez canal, but also the zone which separates 
it from the pipeline assumes a new strategic importance. The division which 
Ferdinand de Lesseps imposed a century ago between Egypt's Asiatic and 
African territories is enlarged today to that entire part of the eastern 
desert lying between the canal and the Nile valley. 


The sanctions decided upon at the Baghdad Summit, following the Treaty of 
Washington, have not affected the activity of this pipeline, es had been 
feared. SUMED continues to function at 87.5 percent of its capacity (4). 


iraqi Preferences 


By its name alone, Iraq's "strategic pipeline" reveals the designs of its 
builders. Unlike most of the producer countries of the region, Iraq has 
practically no mritime outlet, with the exception of several kilometers 

of coast between Kuwait and Iran, at the farther end of the Arab-Persian 
Gulf. This partly explains why, in 1933, Iraq Petroleum Company (IPC) 
decided to build a pipeline linking the Kirkuk oil fields to the 
Mediterranean across Syrian territory. Following the nationalization of IPC 
in June 1972, Iraq took it upon itself to provide for the export of its 

oil, which represents 93 to 95 percent of the nation's production (106 
million tons in 1976). 


In August 1973 the Iraqi authorities decided on the creation of a new 
“reversible” pipeline capable both of moving oil to the oil port of Fao 

in the south, and also to the Mediterranean, this time through the 
mountains of Kurdistan and Turkey. This artful facility, the first of its 
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kind, wae put in service in January 1976 (the southern branch), and the 
northern branch wae activated in January 1977, 


if lreq today finde iteelf totally independent of other Arab countries in 
getting ite of) to the Mediterranean, it is not by reason of geographic 
convenience. To the contrary, instead of the direct and relatively flat 
jine taken by the Kirkuk-Baniya pipeline (5), the [Iraqi] authorities chose 
4 Winding path subject to the vagaries of a topography full of pitfalle. 
This oastieally political decisions throws Light on some ambiguities 

of iraqi polley. Baghdad explains ite decision by the position taken by 
Damascus, Which wants an exorbitant right of passage. In reality, 
outehipment vie Turkey involves coste equally large, if not larger. Doubt~ 
less Turkish “royalties” are, at the outeet, not ae steep. But in each 
ease, the country of passage is allowed to take ae quch of] ae it needs at a 
discount price, and Turkey, ae 4 larger consumer than Syria, would take 
mre--which, from Iraq's point of view, agpunts to the same thing. Further, 
Ankara having difficulty paying ite of] invoices, the two governments 

have concluded an agreement by the terme of which the Turke promise to pay 
for Iraqi of] with agricultural products, to the detriment of Syrian exports. 


in fact, whereas the Ba'athiet regime in Baghdad wax eloquent in pan-Arabic 
exhortations, the authorities are trying to isolate themelves from the 

Arab political scene ae guch as they can. Abandoning the old Kirkuk-Baniya 
pipeline doubtless protects against any political or economic pressure, 
either Palestinian or Sytian, but at the same time this ampunts to depriving 
Arab “brothers” of the indirect benefits or ofl. Syria and Libya were 
affected, to the profit of Turkey, 4 non-Arab country, where there are 

risks of other kinds of pressure. Direct economic pressures, but also 
political pressures from Turkish opposition groups which, several times, have 
sabotaged pumping operations, thue simultaneously interrupting the use of 
the pipeline (6). 


One thing seems clear: iraq is trying to achieve security with the help 

of Turkey and, up until the recent evente in LIran--|aleo with the help of | 
two non-Arab allies of the United States in the region. Since the signing 
in March 1975 of an agreement with the shah and up until the latter's 
departure, one could perceive 4 are or less explicit convergence of view- 
pointe between the two governments on the security problems in the Gulf. in 
exchange for “pacification” of Kurdistan, Baghdad would overnight withdraw 
ite support for liberation govements on the peninsula, entrusting Iran with 
the role of “policeman.” This equilibrium was achieved so painfully that it 
is understandable why Baghdad has been unceasing in its expressions of 
hoetility toward the sew leaders in Iran. However that may be, thanks 

to the “strategic pipeline,” the ofl interests of Ba'athiet Iraq are safe 
from the hazards of the Arab political scene. 


The Role of the Nile Valley 


As for the new trans-Arabian pipeline under construction (7), it also 
answers to strategic imperatives. Sheikh Yamani, the Saudi oil minister, 
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said this in ne uncertain terme at a conference at the University of Riyadh 
in April 1978: (Begin italics) “It must be pointed out, that Saudi of) 

is exported from only one outlet, the Arabic Gulf, which can be blockaded. 
This is 4 situation very different from that [obtaining] in Algeria, Libya, 
or Venezuela. This is why other outlets are in the process of being 
ereated on the Ked Sea, in order to reduce this dependence." [Bnd 

italics) (8). The Saudi official forgot to mention the Tap-line which, 
since 1950, has carried part of the nation's production, going through Jordan 
and Syria to ite terminus at Zahrani in Lebanon. Categorically closed for 
export purposes since February 1975, the pipeline continues to supply 
refineries in Lebanon (Zahrani) and Jordan (Zarka) for their internal needs. 


it was above ail 4 concern about independence which led Riyadh to opt for 
construction of a new channel which traverses, over some 1,500 km, the 
Arabian peninsula from the Gulf co the Red Sea. On the one hand, the 
“trane-Arabian" crosses no frontiers (it ts to supply the future petro- 
chemical complex of Yambo, allowing Saudi Arabia to export refined products). 
On the other hand, the Wahabite kingdom will be less dependent than before 
on ite outlet through the Gulf. Confronted with the iapossibility of 
exercising military control over thie sone, and fearful of the establishment 
on ite borders of regimes which could endanger its interests, Riyadh is 
providing iteelf with the means necessary for ite defensive strategy. As 

4 result, the flow of Saudi ofl is going to depend on Egypt, through which 
moet of the ofl arriving at Yambo will transit. This link, which assumes 
harmonious relations between the two countries, bears out the point of 

view of the ofl] interests on the future of the Nile valley, which henceforth 
is tied to their interests. At the same time, the Red Sea sone's strategic 
dimension is revitalized: more than ever, the said “security” problem 
will serve as arguments to justify various pressures on the political 
orientation of riverine countries. 


Thus, in each case it is security concerns that constitute the ruling 
factor in the new pipelines. These concerns are at the base of their 
conception, and of their routing. Everything contributes, moreover, 

to divorce the interests of the Arab ofl countries from those of their 
partners less harshly stricken by fate. The latter, directly affected 
by the leraeli-Arab conflict and by ite effects (the Lebanese civil war, 
for inetance), see themelves deprived of revenues which the passage of 
pipelines would procure for them. They are becoming mre than ever dependent 
on the producing countries, subject to their political pressure. The oii 
order establishes iteelf precisely where the political and economic aims 
of the producers and the consumers naturally converge. This is the 
paradox of an age when ofl has pretensions of being 4 weapon. A weapon 
for whom? A weapon against whoa? 
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Arabian," under construction) 
A and B: northern and southern branches of the strategic pipeline 
4. Territories under Ieraeli administration 


ws we = 
* 


1. The Tap-line, built in 1945 by the mother companies of ARAMOO, has from 


the start presented iteelf as an independent transport company. This 
legal fiction has been put to use in several maneuvers (see Nicolas 
Sarkis, LE COMMERCE DU LEVANT, 24-27 May 1967.) 


2. The figure should go up to 150,000 Tpl in 1980, according to E. Stanley 
Trucker in PETROLEUM ECONOMIST, February 1978. 


3. The Arab Petroleum Pipeline Company involves Egypt (which holds 50 
percent of its shares), Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, and Abu Dhabi. 


4. PETROLE ET GAZ ARABES, 16 June 1979. 
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5. WUebileation of the Kirkuk-Baniya pipeline wae interrupted in April 1976 
following 4 dispute with Syria, then resumed in February 1979 with the 
proposed union of the two countries, 


6. Since going into service, the operation of the pipeline has been 
interrupted five times, for technical reasons, as 4 result of financial 
disputes, or even because of sabotage (PETROLE ET GAZ ARABES, 1 October 
and | November 1978, 


/. Work began in October 1978. It is expected to go into service this year. 
8. INDUSTRIE ET PETROLE, No 499, October 1978. 
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APGHANLSTAN 


WOUNDED SOLDIERS LNTERVLEWED ON THEIR CONFRONTATIONS WITH REGIME OPPONENTS 
Kabul ANIS in Dari 21 Aug 80 p 3 





/ Text_/ In one of the operating rooms of the Armed Forces Academy of 
Medical Sciences Hospital, | encountered a young man whose hand was encased 
in 4 plaster cast and who was demanding to leave the room. First, I 
introduced myself; then | asked him to introduce himself. He said, "My name 
is ‘Abdulghayeb, and I am foreman at the government farm in Faryab Province." 


| asked him, “Are you a member of the volunteer groups? Are you fighting 
againet the enemies of the Revolution"? He said, “Yes. It is the 
conscientious duty of all patriote and all citizens of the country to fight 
against these thieves and highwaymwen who are disrupting the security of the 
country. Naturally, our fight @ust continue until that moment when all of 
these filthy elements, who are acting against the best interests of the 
nation, have been obliterated and exterminated.” 


“Where were you wounded"? 

“In @ mountainous subdistrict of Faryab Province.” 

"Did the rebele attack there”? 

"Yes. What elee can these elements do except attack and commit sabotage. 
They attack the lives and property of the people; they set fire to public 
and private property, and then they flee." 

"When you resisted them, were the rebels defeated"? 


" Yes. We crushed them. A number of them fled, but we captured some of them 
and they confessed their crimes.” 


"What types of weapons did you confiscate”? 
“Their weapons were 411 made in China, America, and England. To be specific, 


the missiles that we took from them were a1] made in China; twenty-five of 
the weapons that we obtained were @ade in America and England.” 
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"What destruction did the rebels inflict? Did they burn the mosque and the 
school"? 


"Yes, they burned a mosque in the Qeysaar District, and they also burned 
some of the schools." 


"If you could give a message to ; ur fellow-countrymen, what would you say"? 


"The only thing I have to say ie that they must fight fearlessly to the death 
with complete faith and firm conviction against these anti-national and 
traitorous elements in order that our country wight be completely purged of 
these filthy elements." 


A soldier whose leg had been amputated attracted my attention in another 
room. I told him that I had come to interview him. He was very pleased and 
introduced himself as follows: 


"I am Gholam Sakhi, a soldier in the 67th Regiment, 12th Division, Paktia 
Province. Originally, I came from Parvan." 


“How did you lose your leg"? 

Smiling, he said,"I lost ay leg defending the nation and preserving the 

gains of the Thawr Apr-20 jon and I am proud that I fought 
to 


up to the moment I lost ay leg in order safeguard the nation's 
principles and its territory." 





"Where did you lose your leg,"? 

"On the Jaji Front, during the month of Mizan £23 Sep-22 Oct_/ last year. 
I had gone to Jaji to free the Jaji Road and to bring fuel. Counter- 
revolutionaries had mined the road and, during an attack, a mine went off 
and I lost ay leg." 

"Did you fight on any of the other fronts besides the Jaji Front"? 


"Yes, | also fought on the Vaziri Front, the Tireh Front, and the Khateh 
Kandu Front.” 


"With what type of weapons do these rebels or counter-revolutionaries fight"? 
"With Chinese, American and English weapons." 

"Do you sometimes find these types of weapons during clashes"? 

"Yes, once in a while.” 


“How uch of your basic term of military service have you served"? 
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"l have served nine monthe iu o'iicion to my basic term of service, and, 
to protect my country, I will fight until my dying breath, even if my 
term of service is extended several more years." 


"Are you not bitter that your leg has been amputated"? 


"No. Firat of all, I lost my leg defending my country; secondly, I, and 
several other wounded men who have lost their arms and legs, will be going 
later to one of the friendly countries to have artificial limbs attached. 


“What did you do before you joined the Aray"? 

"I was a laborer before I joined the Army; I worked in a shoe factory." 

"Do you have any message for the soldiers"? 

"Yes, my message to the soldiers is that they should fight to the last drop 
of their blood to defend the nation, to preserve the gains of the Thawr 
Revolution, and to maintain and guard the principles of the nation, because 


prosperity and success ape ours, If, perchance a soldier dies pursuing this 
goal, and is martyred, he will never be forgotten and will be immortal." 


8514 
CSO: 4903 


27 











ALGERIA 


ANALYSIS OF ALGERIA'S STATUS AS A CONSUMER SOCIETY 
Algiers REVOLUTION APRICAINE in French 1-7 Aug 80 pp 9-16 
[Article by G. Boutaleb and Y. Ould-Moussa: "Are We a Consumer Society?" 


[Text] Are we a consumer society? If we go beyond subjective considerations 
caused by episodic phenomena (Ramadan, festivals, marriages, pilgrimages) to 
answer this question for Algiera, we must consider the long-term tendencies 
of such determining variables as income levels, consumer expenditures, and 
available production. 


Analysis has suggested to us that a consumer society is out of the question 

in an economic environment characterized by poverty and speculation. If a 
consumer society is an ideal to be attained, it cannot exist without sufficient 
production and a close-knit and active system of distribution. 


Is it then possible to associate the notion of a consumer society--now linked 
with connotations of waste--with our society? Of course, waste does exist, 
but isn't it due less to personal consumption than to economic choices? 


I: Providing a Decent Standard of Living 


In the Larousse dictionary, "to consume" means to use something for its sub- 
stance, to make use of or to use something up; “consumption” is the use made 
of goods and services produced. 


But the word "consumption," when applied to a whole society, has a very special 
meaning nowadays. For a long time, the consumer society was a reflection of 
the "American way of life” and was advocated as an ideal to be pursued. Actu- 
ally, the independence of colonial countries, and the monetary and energy crises 
were to show that the development advocated by the industrialized countries 
derives from their taking advantage of the Third World's underdevelopment and 
from their use of the Third World's nonrenewable resources. At present, the 
consumer society tends increasingly to be thought of as a “wasteful society,” 
which is squandering mankind's heritage of natural resources (energy, raw ma- 
terials, etc.). This society is the result of a long evolution that has 
seen the consolidation of the capitalist system, which is based 








on various economic forces' questing for the maximum possible profit, which 
would theoretically tend (in the long run!) to maximize the collective interest, 


Descartes’ proof of existence, "I think, therefore | am," has thus been gradu- 
ally replaced by "I consume, therefore | am" in the industrialized countries, 
Men and societies tend to imitate consciously or unconsciously the image (spread 
essentially through the media), which is objectivized and idealized, in the 
ruling and middie classes of the Third World countries. 


Of course, any human society is necesszarily a consumer society by definition 
because it is intended to help satisfy essential needs and favor the very sur- 
vival of the race, 


Subsistence societies were gradually transformed into trading societies. 

Man went from food-gathering to agriculture to industry, and attempted increa- 
singly to produce whatever would give him the greatest relative advantage. 
People thus specialized production according to the resources of their par- 
ticular countries in order to maximize profits, This necessarily caused 
increased interdependence and led to domination by Western countries, which 
made conquered countries specialize to suit their interests. 


Now we are seeing the consolidation of the so-called industrialized societies, 
which are draining off resources and organizing an international division of 
labor that will meet their increasingly diversified and often artificially 
created needs. Therefore, production — — consumption. It is no longer 
intended to moet needs but to create t through pervasive advertising. 


As a newly independent state, Algeria does not fit this pattern, On the con- 
trary, it has had to struggle hard to preserve and develop its natural resources 
in order to promote the kind of development likely to meet the needs of a ra- 
pidly growing population and initially to "give each citizen a consumption 

model providing a minimum decent standard of living: housing, food, clothing, 
health care, education, culture, and leisure" (National Charter). 





The Algerian state is responsible for the living conditions of every citizen, 
and has thus assigned itself the duty of creating all conditions under which 
"each Algerian may meet his basic needs in dignity," which especially implies 
the liquidation of the structures of domination, the elimination of unemploy- 
ment, and the will to insure "the existence of those who cannot yet, can no 
longer, or can never work." 





A Determining Variable 


The development strategy set in 1966 and implemented in 1967 with the first 
3-year plan thus established the priorities of creating jobs and meeting the 
basic needs of the people, two objectives that are closely related. From 
this standpoint, demographic data and their outlook definitely constitute 

a determining variable, given the importance attached to such essential needs 
as work, food, health care, education, and housing. 








According to estimates based on the 1966 census, the working population in 
the various sectors came to 2,507,568, of whom 1,299,005 were in agriculture, 
Ten years later, the results of the general population and housing census 
made in early 1977 show a working population of 2,536,971, of whom 629,160 
were in agriculture, Compared with the overall population figure for | January 
i978, which was 17,272,009 people, the evaluation of the working population 
thus indicates that every worker actually supports 15,5 other people. With 
respect to the total potential working population, which generally includes 
adults between the ages of 20 and 60 (36,59 percent of the total) the support 
burden goes down by practically half but is still considerable: 7 people per 
worker. True, the large age group is made up of young people under the age 
of 19, or 57,56 percent of the total, 


in the next decade, the total population will grow by 10 million people, and 
the number of households will grow by 1.5 million, reaching nearly 4 million 
units in 1990, The school-age population (ages 6-15) will grow by 2 million 
and reach 6 million children, 


These few figures quickly show the size of the needs to be met and the produc- 
tive effort that must be made even considering the long-term prospect of a 
sizeable reduction in unemployment. 


The S-year plan presented by the ministry of Planning and Development states 
that the working population will grow during the next planning period at an 
average annual rate of about 4.8 percent, or about a million people, of whom 
about 70 percent will be working men between the ages of 18 and 59. The plan 
also forecasts a growth of nearly 1.2 million people in non-agricultural jobs, 
which would bring that total to 3.5 million (which is about the total employ- 
ment estimated for 1977). It also calculates an agricultural working popula- 
tion of nearly a million people (estimated at 692,160 in 1977), which should 
theoretically shrink in the 1980-84 planning period. 


The idea of employment in the agricultural sector is actually rather loose 
and difficult to define, but estimates issued by the same statistical service 
should make it possible to make useful comparisons by keeping the same criteria. 


To achieve the goals set by development strategy, Algeria has allocated 
considerable financial resources (40-50 percent of gross domestic production, 
the highest rate in the world) to develop hydrocarbons and implement the 2nd 
4-year plan (1974-77), 


This kind of effort makes it more appropriate to speak of an “investment 
society” as far as we are concerned rather than a consumer society. But 

to achieve the rate of investment planned, especially in the industrial 
sector, which accounts for about half of the planning done so far, and 
especiaily in the context of worldwide inflation, financing has had to be 
dune partly by anticipating future resources (by borrowing abroad) and by 
increasing the money supply. By the end of 1977 foreign debt almost tripled, 
and its ratio to the gross domestic product [GDP] and to exports has increased 








Considerably, This debt was evaluated at about 7 billion in SDR [Special 
Drawing Rights|, 87 percent of which come from lending, instutions and finan- 
ciers, Since then, our borrowing from capitalist financial institutions has 
grown, 


Also, even when investments have been achieved in monetary terms, they have 
not brought about any increase in the volume of planned and even less neces- 
sary production, whence there has been increased reliance on imports of goods 
and services, which is characteristic of the period, 


We must not lose sight of the fact that the same available production supplies 
the two bases of investment and income intended for consumption, be it imme- 
diately available production or anticipation of future production, Of course, 
in the present context of worldwide inflation, foreign debt may prove advan- 
tageous in accelerating economic development provided this debt can be con- 
trolled, because it depends on ability to repay and, thereby, on increased 
production, 


If we put together the figures for gross domestic production, especially from 
1973 on (when a cumulative inflationary process was started in Algeria), and 
household consumption, the figures will make it possible to find, albeit approx- 
imately, the degree of inflation and the measures necessary to achieve the 
investment rates that have been planned for the next decade, 


Household Consumption (in current billions) [* = estimated] 
1973 1977 i979 1984 1990 


Food 9,2 13.1 29.0 39.0 54.0 
Industrial products 4.4 7.9 18.5 29.8 46 .6 
Services 3.4 5.0 8.5 15.8 25.0 
totals 17.0 3.0e 56.0* 84.6" Ti5.6* 


Gross Domestic Production (value added by economic sector) 
i973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 
30.8 47.74 50.34 61.04 72.75 86.84 


Let us mention in passing that the added value for agriculture and the food 
industries amounted to 6.73 billion plus 3.05 billion or 9.78 billion in 1978; 
4.96 billion plus 2.5 billion or 7.5 billion in 1977. 


The general price index of goods and services as reported by the Planning 
ministry grew from 126 in 1974 (1969 = 100) to 167.1 in 1971 for a cumulative 
growth of 7S percent in 4 years; it is hard to understand that in 6 years, 
from 1973 to 1579, household consumption expenses tripled, as the reference 
figures show, even under the hypothesis (to be verified) that there was very 
substantial growth in the goods and services available for consumption in 
that period. 
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A Lower Level 


It should also be emphasized that household consumption figures are the most 
trustworthy since they are based on actual expenditures in current dinars (thus 
discounting inflation), These figures cannot give a real picture of the change 
in living standards in the period under discussion, Besides, they are general 
expenses and do not show changes at the various income levels. 


To guide action programs in raising living standards in terms of expenditures 

necess*ry for consumption, the overall consumption forecasts in the 2nd 4-year 
plan have been presented according to two models: the "urban" and the "rural" 

(residence criterion plus income criterion). 


In 1973 both the urban and rural populations had an annual per capita disposable 
income of 900 DA [dinars}. The poorest families in the country, a little less 
than 10 percent of the total population, then had a living standard often at 

a level less than 400 DA, while the average for the rural population is esti- 
mated at about 550 DA. The increase in general consumer expenditures forecast 
in the 2nd 4-year plan (from 17 billion dinars in 1973 to 26 billion in 1977) 
should have improved rural living standards by bringing average per-capita 
consumption up from 550 DA inil1973 to nearly 800 DA in 1977, while per-capita 
levels of consumption less than 500 DA would be considered marginal. 


In order to keep the disparity between the towns and countryside from worsening 
and to keep townspeople from cornering the planned increase in general consump- 
tion (and thus slow down the rural exodus), and to keep consumer demand from 
outstripping supply, a policy was advocated to limit incomes and consumption. 


The projected 1980-84 five-year plan also emphasizes the necessity to manage 
incomes and to use regulatory and corrective mechanisms and measures to keep 
distortions from developing in buying power, supply, and prices. (The rise 
in incomes caused by balancing in the plan is on the order of 9.5 percent a 
year in real terms.) The priority actions to be undertaken are still aimed 
at ‘eliminating malnutrition among the broadest categories and populations 
and discouraging increased consumption of secondary products by categories 

of people whose income increases markedly.'"' The first objective naturally 
implies supplying the poorest people with strategic products but also devel - 
oping a coherent and continuous price policy consistent with what is possible 
for these people. The draft plan states that compensatory mechanisms will 
have to be maintained to protect buying power, whether by direct transfers 
through the governmental budget or through consumer price supports. In this 
respect it must be emphasized that in the 1980 budget most of the increase 
under "common charges" is intended for price supports increasing from 900 
million DA in 1979 to 1.945 million DA in 1980 (ONACO [Aigerian National 
Marketing Office] 370 million DA, SOGEDIA [Food Industries Management and 
Development Company] 80 million DA, SN-SEMPAC [expansion unknown] 370 million 
DA, OAIC [Interoccupational Algerian Grains Office] 1,100 million DA). 


Also, the pressure on products in high-income, high population-density regions 
should not penalize the future supply of distant, poorer regions. "Action 

in the area of distribution and consumer prices will again tend to develop 
inexpensive (?) formulas for marketing, transportation, and storage." 
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The second objective that tends to discourage the growth of intermediate 
consumption is closely tied to the necessity of greatly reducing the growth 
of speculative income due to shortages mainly in housing, commerce, and 

the industrial production of secondary consumer goods, 


Reducing the Deficit 


Income accumulated through the movement of products and capital abroad, 
which has been facilitated by the existence of large savings through emigra- 
tion, will have to be stopped, partly because it is a large source of specu- 
lative wealth and capital, but especially because of the foreseeable effects 
it has on the consumption model and the degradation of social behavior at 
many levels of the population" (S-year plan draft), 


Under the next S-year plan, it is estimated that per-capita consumption 

will grow from 3,000 DA at present to 4,000 DA in 1984 and improve quanti- 
tatively ana qualitatively, on the obvious and heavy condition that the policy 
of income management actually makes it possible to improve consumption among 
the poorest categories of people and that production capacity adapts to meet 
the rapid growth in demand. 


The adaptation of investments and production to meet the outlook for house- 

hold consumption is an increasingly urgent matter. The rapid growth of 
incomes and of needs in housing, transportation, education, and health care 

will cause an explosive demand for industrial products and services. 





As the notion of basic needs gradually widens to include secondary goods 

not yet available in sufficient quantity on the domestic market (especially 
electrical appliances), the 5-year plan even notes that it is economically 

and socially much more effective to import directly, in sufficient amounts, 
and at chosen prices articles considered to be secondary consumer items 

rather than to proscribe them and let uncontrollable, speculative black 
markets develop. As for household appliances, for example, the rate at 

which national needs were being met was 15 percent in 1979: 36,000 refri- 
gerators; 17,500 stoves; 40,000 hot water heaters; and 20,000 air conditioners. 


A new team's taking over in 1980 should make it possible to double production, 
since present capacity is sufficient, and thus meet about 30 percent of 
national demand. The production of black and white television sets came 

to 66,480 sets in 1979; there were also 4,200 color television sets and 

4,500 record players. 


In the present context of the general import program and the anti-shortage 
program intended to make up the deficit in this area, about 400,000 refri- 
gerators, 270,000 stoves, 300,000 television sets, 400,000 heaters of all 
kinds, 120,000 hot water heaters, 400,000 radios, etc, will be imported. 


In 1973, the planners estimated that considering the achievement of programmed 
objectives (the rest of the objectives to be achieved are still considerable 

in 1980) "rural''-model consumer expenditures could rise from 550 DA to about 

800 DA per capita per annum. In 1980 these expenditures were estimated at 

3,000 DA per capita. Does this mean that the people's standard of living, 
especially in the most disadvantaged str-:. c* society, has risen propor- 
tionally? Besides the impact of the inflationary process, which is considerable, 
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and which cuts more markedly into the income of these very levels of society, 
doesn't the average overall increase that has been noted mainly reflect 
increasingly evident distortions in incomes? In any case, the analysis 

of incomes is essential to any meaningful approach to consumer expenditures, 
especially since the outlook for Algeria is for a substantial increase in 
incomes without a corresponding increase in available goods and services, 


[l--Worsening Incomes 


In approaching the question of whether ours is a consumer society, it is also 
necessary to consider incomes in order to try to understand the negative 
phenomena occurring daily in the area of consumption, 


We observe today that anything can be bought at any price from anybody. The 
sorry pictures of piecework, of organized theft made possible by speculation 
and the black market, and of real or contrived shortages are signs of the 
fragility of our economy. 


By buying at any price, the citizen assists in the emergence of a new class 

of obscure or notorious loan sharks and speculators who have an enormous 
impact on the public spirit of the average citizen, particularly young people, 
because it makes them unfit for and contemptuous of work. 


Of course, it would be tempting to think that because people buy anything at 
any price because we are all rich enough to do so and put up with the infla- 
tion it causes. 


But actually, while incomes have grown in the last decade, their distribution 
shows great inequalities and disparities. Geographically, the rural sector 
has had a growth rate of 10 percent (up from 3.9 to 4.3 billion DA). This 
corresponds approximately to its rate of population growth. 


On the other hand, urban incomes have grown 37 percent (up from 8.1 to 11.1 
billion DA), clearly superior to the corresponding rate of population growth. 
At the sector level, it appears that productive workers, the industrial wage 
earners, have been least favored by the distribution of incomes created by 
their own work: an average per capita growth of 7 percent, as opposed to 17 
percent in the salaries of administrators and businessmen and 9 percent in 
those of industrial entrepreneurs. 


At the level of socio-professional categories, which had an overall salary 
supply of 40 billion DA in 1979, the gross earnings of non-wage earners 
reached 19 billion DA. Thus, half of the income is going to a quarter of 
the population. 


Production sectors are receiving average wages lower than those of indirectly 
productive sectors (this is the case with agriculture, the building trades, 
hydraulics, and industry). One example: 580 DA for agriculture as opposed 

to 1,950 DA for the service sector. Studies have shown that 54 percent of 
productive workers receive 46 percent of gross wages; 12 percent of the service 











sector workers receive i* percent, and 34 percent of administrative employes 
receive %© percent. 


Thus, concentration in urban tones, the disaffection of farm workers and the 
rural exodus have further accentuated the inequalities in incomes that al ready 
existed between town and country, To this phenomenon should be added the sec- 
torial disparities that the general status of the worker should make it pos- 
sible to attenuate. 


Also, with the intense rate of development that our country has gone through 
in the past decade, the general standard of living has improved despite a 
somewhat altered content due to the absence of a consumption model or rather 
to the diversity of modeis that . Y— are exposed to every day. Going 
beyond income growth to estimate comparative growth of living standards, 
it is imperative to keep in mind what the real rates of inflation are and 
how able the various economic forces are to combat effectively the monetary 
erosion that aggravates distortions and increases the various opportunities 


to gain money through speculation. 
Savings: Short Shrift 


It is clear that strong pressures on the availability of consumer products 
and insufficient control over the formation and distribution of incomes mean 
that compensatory mechanisms must be maintained and strengthened to protect 
and improve the income of the most disadvantaged parts of society, which are 
fully exposed to monetary erosion, inflation, and speculation. 


Observing the race for consumption at any price in the big cities, we might 
think, wrongly, that all the le have adequate means. We do not, and our 
judgment will have to be shaped the questions Who buys’ Who consumes’ 
Who consumes what” 





Of course, in the big cities, it often happens that in one family several 
members work and bring in no little amount of goney, but this “union” or 
multiple-income commonality only makes it possible to hold the line against 
inflation and rising prices. But for a father supporting a family whose 
only resources are his monthly salary, things are different: food accounts 
for nearly 60 percent of his household budget. The bill is stiff, and it is 
hard to make it through the end of the month. 


Having said that, it is possible to understand the “euphoria” we are presently 
going through; it benefits only some of the bourgeois, who take advantage of 
all the government's aid and to first- and second-priority products, 
and ail kinds of speculators, use children to sell in all the stores in 
town and create their own parallel market. 


These sorry pictures are, of course, emphasized by the many pitfalis of dis- 


tribution, which continues to suffer from many shortcomings: political price 
infrastructure, etc. 
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Where is this taking us”? When we consider that we are about to launch the 
S-year plan and must expect an income growth of 9,5 percent a year with an 
increase in wages of 10 percent 4 year, we have reason to be disturbed about 
the future and nature of our society, 


with a program added to the 500-billion DA overall import program, we can 
measure the seriousness of the situation; energetic measures are needed to 
improve production, restore the value of work, reinvigorate agriculture, 
clean up our distribution system, strengthen inspection, and stimulate 
savings. 


Ah, that great word: savings! Who can and will save? The well-to-do have 
no need to save because, come what may, they can get whatever they want, 
Workers living on their wages cannot save, because daily living expenses 
take most of their money, 


And then what good is it to save 500 DA for 10 months to get 5,000 DA that 

has lost buying power in the meantime? The predominant attitude is that 
everything that is available today is cheap, because it will be more expensive 
tomorrow. Of course, saving in such a spirit of frustration and defeatism 
concerns very few citizens who plan to get a place to live or a car and 
nothing else. Are even more attractive interest rates needed to encourage 
savings’ 


From a lack of savings to waste is only a step, which anyone can take lightly 
and unconsciously in the present atmosphere of shortages and momentary abundance. 


Must ours be a society based on frantic and superficial consumption’? Is it 
healthy for our economy to continue importing many things that we can produce 
ourselves’ For how long? The solution does not consist of any import pro- 
gram, however extensive and consistent it may be. Of course, meeting social 
needs is the first purpose of our development policy, but there can be only 
one way of achieving it: work, Without it, all will be naught but illusion 
and false euphoria, which would be the source of a dangerous and painful 
future for our society, country, and economy. 


Coherent wage-planning instruments, managementof non-wage incomes, and price 
control are urgent objectives to be achieved if we wish to preserve the basic 
qualities of our society and its essential values. 


Also, popular mobilization and support cannot take shape without these 
conditions and rules in a “game” where the development and promotion of 
our society are at stake. 
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ALGERIA 


CREATION OF PARTY CELLS FOR WORKERS WITHIN ENTERPRISES 
Cohesion of All Workers 
Algiers REVOLUTION APRICAINE in French 1-7 Aug 80 pp 6-7 


[Text] The campaign to set up party celle within enterprises began to 
take shape in various wilayas [as published]. The campaign, under the 
aegis of the party's administrative office, was officially launched this 
week in Algiers. The operation is taking place under favorable conditions. 
Thus, it turns out that the launching of the campaign is wholly due to 

the initiative of the rank and file. To do this, they made an inventory 
of the main unite of production, their distribution according to their 
type of activity, and took a census of all militants employed in thea. 


These new groups have before them a long-range task to mobilize the working 
class. They represent an additional means for the existing organs within 
the enterprises to help them cope with problems that come up. According 
to the rules adopted at the end of the second session of the Central Com- 
mittee, the role of the party celle is to: 


--spread the party slogans among the workers, the peasants, and the youth; 


--work towards broadening the party base by calling forth and encouraging 
the workers, the peasants, and the youth to join the party; 


--assure the success of a renewal in the administrative agencies elected 
within the different sectors, through the supervision of the candidacies 
by the commission; 


--encourage the rise of the best elements among the workers, peasants, 
and youth, who would be able to hold an elective office; 


--bring about a4 symbiosis between the organizations of the masses at the 


place of work, and direct their activities without replacing these 
organizations; 
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“coordinate the existing administrative agencies and various authorities 
of the organisations of the Masses at work, and invite them to exercise 
whity in their thinking and actions, as well as to arouse within their 
ranks 4 feeling of nationaliem, and to settle disputes according to estabd= 
lished rules; 


-=through etringent controle, see to it that preduction means are properly 
used, and that the national patrimony te preserved; 


=“=gee to it that the basic texte of the social revolution are respected 
in their application. 


The wide scope of the above-mentioned taske requires that the militants 
alwaye be vigilant in order to insure ite success over the long run. 
Their mission should not go astray because of obstacles that are bound to 
come up. Perhaps, these obstacles come up mainly because of 4 wrong 
assimilation of the objectives used to set up these party celle. 


Viable Enterprises 


The future effort, as shown by the resulte of work done by the special 
congress, will be to render the enterprises viable. In this sense, the 
party cell within the enterprise is welcome. 


The economic tasks of the 5 year plan promise to be complex. it is not 
only a matter of increasing the means for production, but aleo of making 
them productive through saxiqum exploitation. Being the political body 
in an enterprise, the party cell of the PLN guet be an instrument of 
political emulation. Thies is the more necessary because socialism reste 
more on such emulation than on the ways of profit-making capitalien. 


Generalizing material well-being involves laws that are more just than 
what is defined by the workers’ general statute now being adopted. It 
also implies added production in national wealth. 


These two factors together bring into play another element, not 4 material 
one certainly, but one which is not less real, that of revolutionary con- 
aciousness. The workers already show a clear awareness of the problems, 
since they condemn all existing forms of parasistiem within the enter- 
prises as well as in other sectors. Therefore, it is certain that as soon 
as they are ready to do the job, the party gilitante will have to respond 
to this expectation of the workers if they want to broaden the struggle. 


Voluntary Service On All Fronts 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French 1-7 Aug 80 pp 7-8 


[Text] Eclipeed by the many political events that took place these past 
@onths, the campaign for the summer voluntary service did take place, 











after all, but thie time it was under rather special conditions. There 
were two reasons for a shorter campaign that only lasted 6 days. The 
firet reason being the national conference on higher education, the second 
one being Ramadan, which came thie year during July=Auguet, the traditional 
time for the campaign. ut neither one stopped the etudents from engaging 
in various intense activities, and to put into practice their work program, 


However, one Must note that the low turnout of students and the youth 
when compared to last year (2,500 as opposed to 5,000) was offset by the 
mobilization of other social forces. Thus, the workers of the Health 
Department have set up 4 permanent camp in Zemmouri before starting to do 
only medical work. In addition to the medical work that has benefited 
the rural population, the 150 volunteers, doctors, dentists, and nurses, 
have helped, in the evenings, with cultural activities very much appreci- 
ated by the fellahe who are not used to such enriching moments, 


Specialized volunteer service, though sometimes hesitant, has the merit 

of arousing 4 lively interest in those who profit by it, and gives to 
those using it the opportunity to get to know in depth the cultural and 
sociological values of “real Algeria”. Thue, there are different ways 

of looking at volunteer service, which seems to favor not only an osmosis 
between the social classes but aleo provides for an exchange in experiences 
rich in every way. 


This summer, the originality of the campaign lies in the fact that it was 
begun last winter and continued until the eummer. The important thing is 
that the campaign took place in epite of ite limited success due to poor 
organization of the youth when compared to students coming from university 
committees. 


How can an action be positive if it is not based on a clear and sound 
organization? The campaign against illiteracy could not be successful 

if there is no provision, from the start, for structures that can support 
it. It ie true that one learns from experience. Moreover, the volunteers 
who fight illiteracy must be integrated either into university committees 
or into the UNJA [National Union of Algerian Youth]. Outside of these 
structures and other party organisations no serious work can be done and 
no positive results can be obtained. 


Struggle Againet llliteracy 


During the winter campaign, when considering an increase in the voluntary 
service, the great importance of studying methods for organizing the 
struggle against illiteracy was stressed. Based on this fact, the groups 
in charge of these studies would have to conduct 411 necessary investiga- 
tions from which they will develop suggestions for a plan of action against 
illiteracy, one that would stretch over several years. They would also 
contribute to help spread throughout the country the progressive use of 
the national language by administrations and local communities in their 
dealings with the citizens. 














Ae of now, we cannot say that the etruggle againet illiteracy is a concrete 
reality. Yet, it can be said that the fact that it ia a concern of the 
voluntary service te 4 measure of ite success. On the recommendation of 
the Central Committee, the party authorities are seriously working towards 
the general acceptance of a national language through the efforte of the 
voluntary service, The positive or negative resulte of this action will 
depend, to a large extent, on good organization. It would, therefore, 

be important to gether all necessary criteria in order to avoid the pit- 
falls and problems that come from poor preparation, 


The increase in the voluntary service, which gave a multidisciplinary 
character to its actions, was very conclusive. Aside from its political 
aspect throughout the alliance of a11 social forces, there is an especi- 
ally interesting economic aspect. In Drean (Annaba), the fellahs benefited 
from the technical help given to the UGTA [General Union of Algerian 
Workers] camp, whose workers, coming from the El-Hadjar complex, had the 
assignment to repair and maintain the agricultural tools of the coopera- 
tives. 


Eloquent Numbers 


The action that should be emphasized, perhaps because it has passed un- 
noticed, is the one regarding the volunteer's campaign for reforestation 
for 1979-1980. It was started on 21 December and ended 21 March 1980 
with promising results. Only numbers can give an idea about the import- 
ance of the work done and the scope of the action undertaken. At the end 
of thie campaign, in fact, over 15 million forest plants and almost one 
million fruitbearing plants were planted by 800,000 volunteers during 

13 days of voluntary service. According to the office of the secretary 
of state for forests and land exploitation, this operation was assessed 
at almost 50 million dinare and has helped the administration gain 10 
years of labor. Are these not grounds for satisfaction for the state and 
also for those for vhom planting a tree has symbolic value. 


Covering the whole national territory to Bechar, Tindouf, Tamanrasset, 
and Adrar, the campaign for reforestation has mibilized almost one mil- 
lion workers from all social and professional groups. At the end of 
thie project, with gaintenance and follow-up work assured for a month 
(from 16 May to 13 June 1980) by militants from organizatioys of the 
masses, it was considered possible, with increased volunteer service, to 
reach the highest objectives in reforestation, thus accelerating the whole 
reforestation process. The gore so since the capacity for mobilization 
existe, for there is no shortage of workers among the masses. In addi- 
tion, it is possible to extend the voluntary service to include all 
workers, and for the concerted action of all organizations to give a 
concrete form to a task that is of national interest. 


It would be to the advantage of the voluntary service to set up a work 
program within the structure of the organizations of the masses and to 
coordinate them. The continuous results achieved during the year by the 
kaemas [as published] could not have taken place without a specific objec- 
tive, unless, perhaps, it was a political one. For no one can say that 
the voluntary service has not evolved. 


9465 
CSO: 4400 40 








ALGERIA 


NEED FOR RESPONSIBLE SOCIALIST PRESS STRESSED 
Algiers REVOLUTION ET TRAVAIL in French 23 Aug 80 p 9 


[Article: "A Socialist Press Must Be Forged Through The Struggle of Its 
Socialist Militants") 


[Text] Within the framework of a training seminar organized by the 
metallurgy federation Youcef Bournine, journalist on the staff of El 
Moudjahid and chief reporter of that daily newspaper in Constantine, gave 
a talk on “The Role of Information." Considering the burning appeal of 
that topic, which is now being examined by the party commission on informa- 
tion and culture, we publish extensive excerpts of the Bournine lecture, 
looking forward to the beginning of a syndical debate on information to 
which Revolution et Travail will contribute with the hope that it be as 
broad as possible. 


If our press does not measure up to the requirements of che revolution it 
is proper to look for the causes and to dig up solutions. 


The internal causes attesting to the accuracy, even partial, with which 
quite a few readers judge the press, can be catalogues as follows: 


-refusal of certain officials to integrate information into the logic of 
socialist revolution (offensive and defensive weapons of the revolution) ; 


“negation of the role of the journalist in the defense of the revolution, 
turning him into a mechanical message designed only to transmit the 
declarations of officials, previously expurgated of their essential content 
by other officials; 


-replacement of journalism by a civil service system, banning critical 
observations, killing creative spirit, discouraging the spirit of initia- 
tive, and the commitment necessary to a honest exercise of the journalistic 
profession. 


« general conditions surrounding both national press and journalists are 
characterized by: 
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“inadequate utilization of means of information; 
“inadequate ideological formation of members of the press; 
“lack of specialization and recycling; 


“lack of solicitude toward material and social problems confronting the 
journalists; 


“lack of democratization of structures that operate without the participa- 
tion of the journalists; 


=lack of political and professional prospects that obstructs the horizon 
of everyone, and kills emulation in work. 


How to Break the Deadlock 
Any rational man must recognize two truisms: 
~impossibility to vanquish reaction without a really socialist press; 


~impossibility to have such a press as long as an earnest and coherent 
struggle involving journalists and progressist militants is not directed 
toward that goal. 


To achieve his task the journalist must defend an idea. He must be free 
from doubt; he must be for or against the revolution. In socialist 
Algeria, he can only be revolutionary and committed. Because he is the 
spokesman, the defender of the voice of the revolution. The press does 
not play ite role if it boils down to reverberating official remarks. it 
must raise all the problems concerning the country and revolutionary 
progress. A press serving that end deserves our confidence. Thus, we can 
conclude that there exist the possibilities to forge a press expressing 
the preoccupations of the masse in keeping with the socialist guidelines 
recently consecrated by the National Charter and codified by the Constitu- 
tion. What remains to be done is to translate these possibilities--as 
shown by the debate on the National Charter--into the need for a construc- 
tive and permanent criticism encompassing all sectors. At the same time, 
the national press has the compelling obligation to permanently affirm the 
results obtained within the framework of national construction tasks. In 
other words, there is no room for either embellishment or systematic 
negation in a truly committed, a responsible press. When reading an arti- 
cle, @ reportage, a study, or an inquiry, we must be able to bring to light 
what is good for the progress or the strengthening of the revolution which 
must be reinforced and developed, and what is bad which must be overcome. 
Pecause national reality is net made exclusively of luminous aspects, nor 
of dark ones. The essential is that the former outplay the latter. 
Relying on a reality marked by deep revolutionary mutations, progressist 
militants must increase their effort to energetically reject tendencies 





coneiating in criticizing all that existe--amounting to rejecting 
progreseist guidelines and the attainments of the mass. Likewise, they 
must fight the tendency to cover up weakness subsisting within the ranke of 
the revolution, because it only feigne to espouse revolutionary ideas and 
to protect them, but in fact it caste doubts on socialist options and the 
attainments of the masse. With such an approach the national press will 

be able to contribute to the irreversibility of our march toward socialisen, 
and to warding off the dangers of reaction and of imperialiem, thanke 
eapecially to genuine and powerful mobilization of the mass. 


The national press must feed, if not stir up, that mobilization. In itself, 
it is a powerful political leverage. It is an irreplaceable tool of 
mobilization, which at the present time, if used with more initiative 

and dynamiam, would excel in ef ficaciousness. 











ALGERIA 


THREE WILAYAS DESCRIBED IN DETAIL 


Tlemcen's Diversity 


Algiers EL DJEICH in French May 80 pp 11-22 


{Article by M.S., translated from the Arabic by A. Laib: "Small Frames for 
Technological Expansion" | 


[Text] No one arriving for the first time in Tlemcen, the wilaya seat, can 
help but be struck by the diversity and variety, beginning with nature itself. 


in the city one feels one has plunged back several centuries. The wall sur- 
rounding the town symbolizes its resistance, and many other historic relics 
standing here and there attract visitors’ curiosity. Tlemcen, in a few words, 
is a mosaic of varying aspects, colors and volumes. With its narrow alleys and 
its wide modern boulevards. Its small stalls where active and suspicious 
craftsmen work hard in front of the modern factories that are cropping up every- 
where. 


Its ancient people's quarters, with houses jammed together, the better to demon- 
strate the cohesiveness of their inhabitants, are surrounded by luxurious vil- 
las and modern neighborhoods. 


Every day at sunrise, reflected in the sun's rays, all the pieces of the mosaic 
give a complete picture of the inhabitants’ activities, of the development and 
expansion of this entire wilaya. 


The population is estimated at 620,000, the density at 64 inhabitants per 
square ka. 


Assuming that the present known demographic growth of 2.2 percent will remain 
stable, very probably between now and 1990 the number of inhabitants will reach 
764,000. Por the year 2000 the estimated figure is approximately 950,000. 


According to the last census the wilaya's total manpower is 91,705, as follows: 


Agriculture is in first place. It makes use of some 52,710 workers, or 
35.6 percent. 














Service sector; 430,599 workers, 55.4 percent. 
Industry: 15,519 workers, 16.8 percent. 
Public works: 12,997 laborers, 14.2 percent. 


These figures and estimates lead us to wonder about what this wilaya has done 
to meet increasing social needs; about future projects having to do with lim- 
iting demographic growth and extending urbanization; finally, how this wilaya 
has been able to bring about a combination of industry and agriculture. 


Important Investments 


The Tlemcen wilaya has benefited from a special development program decided 
upon by the government for the purpose of ridding this part of the territory 
of a chronic under-development and raising it to an estimable standard--on 
the economic as well as the sociocultural level. 


The goal was to have this wilaya, like all those that have benefited from a 
Similar program, participate in the blossoming of the country in all fields of 
activity. 


Pillaged, exploited, ravaged by more than a century of fierce colonialist dom- 
ination and by one of the most murderous wars, the Tlemcen wilaya, like all 
the regions of the national territory, has paid its tribute for independence. 
That domination produced thousands of victims, chiefly peasants who were forced 
to abandon the fertile lands taken over by the colonists. 


Shortly after independence the Tlemcen wilaya had to confront many problems, 
the most time-consuming of which was taking charge of the hundreds of thou- 
sands of Algerian refugees who were coming from Morocco. 


These refugees, forced to leave that country in haste, with the meager goods 
they were able to salvage, returned to their native villages and hamlets. 

But the war left its traces; nothing was left but ruin. The most serious are 
the mine fields, which still continue to kill. The result was an uncontrolled 
exodus to the cities, notably to the wilaya seat. 


This migratory movement brought with it nearly insurmountable difficulties, 
illustrated by a high unemployment rate, by the abandoning of work on the land 
and related activities, as well as by the crowding together of a veritable 
human flood around the cities, chiefly Tlemcen. Hence, a housing crisis and 
the inability of the administrative services to deal with it. 


Taking this state of affairs into account, the government has granted substan- 
tial aid intended to alleviate gradually the economic and social crisis. On 
30 June 1970 the Council of Ministers decided to vote for a special economic, 
social and cultural development program for this wilaya. 


The program's main objectives were to put in place an infrastructure that 
would be indispensable to the wilaya's economic take-off--a take-off that 
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would enable it to solve these problems on the one hand, and to participate 
fully in the development efforts, 


Since that date a sustained effort has been undertaken to realize important 
projects in the various fields, whether economic, social or cultural: agri- 
culture, hydraulics, industry, sociocultural services, infrastructure pro- 
jects, etc, 


Between 1970 and 1980 this gigantic effort seems to have born fruit by bring- 
ing about profound changes, at the infrastructural as well as the superstruc- 
tural level, 


That decade may be considered an important stage. It was during those ten 
years of multiple activities that the wilaya's face was transformed from top 
to bottom, with the accomplishing of the objectives contained in the special 
program and the realization of the two four-year plans. 


The end result of the whole series of measures undertaken has been an appreci- 
able rise in the inhabitants' standard of living. Thus were born, for the 
first time, modern industries, new roads, schools and high schools, as well as 
other sociocultural accomplishments. 


Concerning investments in these various areas, the wali, Rachid Mirazi, told 
us: "The wilaya's development efforts required an investment on the order of 
15,000,000,000 DA [dinars], of which 4,422,000,000 were allotted to decentral- 
ization operations for the period 1970 to 1979 inclusive." 


The wali stated that the allotments affecting decentralization operations re- 
present 2,000,000,000 DA. 


Simple calculation reveals the difference that exists between the assigned 
goals and what has been accomplished, since the projects realized constituted 
46 percent of the programs as a whole. 

Although this proportion seems to represent less than half of the normal pro- 
gram (50 percent), this is because the development effort undertaken by the 
wilaya seems to have run up against many natural, administrative and technical 
difficulties, which we will explain a little farther on. 


A clear picture of the various activity sectors may be provided by these fig- 
ures (in thousands of dinars): 


Development in time of drought: 109,634. 

Ports: 158,800. 

Primary and secondary education: 381,554. 

Urban housing: 1,027,199. 

Rural housing and agricultural villages: 349,403. 


Hospitals: 51,487. 46 

















To this is added the budgetary envelopes allotted to the wilaya within the 
framework of the first and second four-year plans. (This does not take into 
account the investments carried out by local collectives and APCs. 
In the second four-year plan may be cited (in thousands of dinars): 

Rural development and modernization of agriculture: 117,534. 

Vams and irrigation projects: 15,000. 

Urban housing: 152,460, 

Hospital infrastructure: 537,706. 
Of course the government is fundamentally aimed at constant satisfaction of 
the population's basic needs and creation of a solid economic base that will 
make possible a permanent development. 
What are the accomplishments of the Tlemcen wilaya? What point has it arrived 


at? Finally, what prospects are being set at a time when all the country's 
Wilayas are looking forward to application of the first five-year plan? 





Agriculture: Diversification Requires Promotion and Mechanization 


In the light of what follows, the reader will see in what proportion certain 
objectives have materialized, and what problems have hampered the realization 
of some of them. 


The Tlemcen wilaya, aside from the newly-created industries, is an agricultural 
wilaya. 


Basically, its inhabitants draw most of their resources from working on the 
land. In fact, agriculture is the region's primary activity. The distribu- 
tion of the population, according to the 1977 census, proves this point: 


Number of inhabitants in the country: 528,884. 

Number of inhabitants in the cities: 219,318. 
The rural population represents 59.41 percent of all the wilaya's inhabitants. 
The census also indicates that manpower in the agriculture sector is approx- 
imately 32,710 workers, which represents 35.6 percent of the total activity; 
the total number of workers in the wilaya does not exceed 91,705. 
Usable agricultural area (SAU) is estimated at one third of all the wilaya's 
land, or 356,287 hectares out of 854,968. Uncultivated forested land and 


steppe (grasslands) account for 498,682 hectares (slightly over half of all 
the land). 
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The SAU in its turn is allocated as follows: 
Private sector: 63 percent. 
Self-managed sector: 31 percent, 
Agrarian Revolution sector: 6 percent, 


As a general rule the three sectors play an important role in the wilaya's 
economy, in the sense that the wilaya's agricultural production is quite di- 
versified: 


1, Large crops: Soft and hard wheat, oats, barley, etc. 


The area reserved for this kind of crops reached some 173,452 hectares 
during the 1979-1980 season, the major part of it devoted to the hard 
wheat crop (67,683 hectares). In order to accomplish clearly positive 
results, various meetings were held to prepare se: ‘ously for that season. 


2. Pasture crops: These crops take up fallow and irrigated land; but 
the latter are subject to many troubles. The lack of water in particu- 
lar, and an almost permanent drought situation. 


3. Dry vegetables: These crops get special attention among the leaders 
as well as among farmers; for both are concerned with increasing produc- 
tion. 


The average yield per hectare reached 3 quintals during the last three 
years. 


4. Industrial crops: This kind of crop was introduced throughout the 
wilaya as part of the application of the four-year plans and the special 
program. From this group sericulture (raising of silkworms) might be 
singled out. 


For natural silk production a mulberry tree nursery (1,000,000 trees) 
was established. It makes possible 2 tons of natural silk per year. 


Lavendar occupies an area of 1,000 hectares in the Sebdou region. This 
makes it possible to produce 9,000 kilograms of lavendar. 


It is processed on the premises in a distilling unit. 


5. Greenhouse crops: Introduced since 1970 within the framework of the 
first four-year plan, these crops are constantly being developed. They 
currently cover an area of 40 hectares. The average yield per hectare 
is 120 quintals. 


6. Planting of fruit trees: The wilaya has agreed to huge efforts in 
this area, especially pertaining to the operations of development for 
drought, and of planting the trees. 
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These efforts have led to the development of fruit-tree culture; over 
1,000,000 different varieties of fruit trees have been planted. They 
occupy af area of 4,000 hectares. 


Currentiy the area--which was 3,400 hectares--has reached some 6,000 
hectares in all, 


Thus the Tiemeen wilaya is considered one of the most important fruit- 
producing regions. 


7. Grapes: This group is currently going through significant changes, 
in the sense that the vines are gradually being replaced by table grape 
stocks, 


Up to this point 550 hectares have been planted, 


With regard to activities having to do with cattle raising, the effort has 
chiefly dealt with three main axes: 


improving sheep and cattle raising. 
Putting sanitary structures in place. 


Developing structures for aviculture and apiculture. 


With this goal in mind, an experimental stable was built at Henaya with room 
for 400 dairy cows, before replacing the existing strain. The second objec- 


tive is to improve dairy production by making possible a regular supply from 
the Tlemcen central dairy, which was started up in 1975. 


it should be noted in this regard that dairy production at the wilaya level 
has greatiy increased, having reached 2,656,000 liters in 1979. 


As for apiculture and the gathering of honey, production has gone from 15,000 
kilograms to 20,000 kilograms and the number of hives is 1,000. 


As far as fowl breeding is concerned, a hatchery is in the process of being 
built. Upon its completion in 1961 it will be able to produce 50,000 laying 
hens, which will furnish 720,000 eggs annually. 


These, succinctly described, are the three main agricultural sectors. 


in the area belonging principally to the Agrarian Revolution, there seems to be 
a notable advance cespite the hindrances created here and there at various 
levels of its application. 


The representative of the Agrarian Revolution at the wilaya level indicated to 


us that the current phase is characterized by in-depth work toward completing 
the first and second phases, and to a lesser degree the third phase. 
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The work accomplished up to how was made possible by the creation of 102 
Joint Lapioitation Cooperatives (CALC), bringing together 800 peasants who 
farm about 11,000 hectares, 


in addition, 245 individual plots were allotted, 


During the application of the second phase, 78 cooperatives (CALC) were in- 
stalled. They are exploited by 670 assignees and comprise 6,500 hectares. 
Similariy, 326 plots were allotted individually. They comprise about 5,000 
hectares, 


The third phase proceeded to create 10 CAPRAs [Agricultural Production Cooper- 
ative of the Agrarian Revolution] of 6 assignees each in the Sebdou region, 


There are 17 more in the £1l-Ghour commune. 


The representative stated that the management of these cooperatives is suf- 
fering no major problems, because their manpower is characterized by youth 
and stability. 


With regard to rural housing, in the development program 57 villages were pro- 
posed; 13 have been completed and 4 others will be delivered soon. The re- 
mainder are still under study. 


The representative said that the delay that is affecting these developments 
is not over six months on the average. The problem is due in large part to 
the lack of construction materials. 

Agricultural Equipment and Temporary Breakdowns 

The diversification of agriculture, the expansion of the useful area, the de- 
velopment of hydraulic resources in addition to very ambitious modernization 
projects have brought with them certain difficulties, which have had a nega- 
tive influence on agriculture. 

The most crucial problem the wilaya seems to undergoing is without doubt the 
lack of agricultural equipment, especially spare parts. For 628 hectares 
there is only a single combine harvester. 


Similarly, the Agrarian Revolution sector possesses 357 tractors, 72 of which 
have broken down. 


in general, the replacement parts problem is acute. The equipment situation 
is indeed quite disastrous. The following are broken down: 


25 percent of the pneumatic tractors; 
60 percent of the caterpillar tractors; 
30 percent of the fertilizer spreaders; 


50 percent of the seeders. 
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CAPCS [Communal Multi-Service Agriculture Cooperative] and ONAMA [National 
Agricultural Lquipment Office] are busy repairing most of the equipment, 
But the effort of these two agencies is still ineffectual, which aggravates 
the situation, especially at the beginning of every season, 


The second problem is irrigation water, Despite the existence of important 
hydraulic resources, the wilaya remains very poor in this area, Industrial 
projects and other utilities of a socio-economic nature use very large quanti- 
ties of water, 


Tlemcen water supplies even the city of Oran, The region most affected by 
this problem is undoubtedly the Maghnia plain, which specializes in irrigated 
crops. 


Statistics show that only 180 hectares (of its 706 hectares) are reached by 
irrigation. 


This is actually due to the drought that heavily affected the region during 
the last three years. 


The technical services of this district are making efforts to increase the 
irrigated area by trying to bring it from 4,500 hectares to 8,000 hectares. 
The total area is 17,000 hectares. The project is certain to contribute in- 
portant changes at the district level. 


Marketing: the Main Thing is to Pacilitate Operations 


The marketing of fruits and vegetables is currently provided by the COFEL 
[Pruit and Vegetable Cooperative] of the wilaya and the OFLA [Fruit and Vege- 
table Office] agency; this is in accordance with the ministerial circular of 
March 1978. 


Throughout the wilaya there are agencies of these two marketing structures. 
But here marketing runs into difficulties. Among which may be cited those 
having to do with equipment, in particular the absence of storage areas and 
areas for cold storage. 


The difficulties in financing such means comes from complicated operations and 
steps that would have to be carried in the banking structures. 


in spite of this, marketing in this wilaya is to be encouraged and supported, 
because this district provisions various other wilayas, among them Bechar and 
OQuargla. 
What is important is that all the services at the wilaya level are moving with 
a view to resolving the difficulties being posed in the rural world. This 
promotion obviously requires: 

improvement of the technical skill of the peasants and stock raisers. 


Setting up methods of exploitation and rational utilization of water. 
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This last point leads us to turn our attention to hydraulics at the wilaya 
level, to its accomplishments, its problems and its future prospects, 


HNydPaulics: @ Vital Necessity 


Activities in the field of hydraulics are basically oriented toward develop: 
ity land and expanding the irrigable area, just as they deal with ipping 
wells located in the pastoral areas and, lastly, with water supply for con- 
suaption (drinking water). 


Within .his framework the irrigated Maghnia plain is viewed with special at- 
tention, 


This plain extends over a total area of 17,000 hectares, of which 10,500 will 
be irrigated at first and some 6,500 other hectares will follow in a second 
period, 


This ambitious project obviously requires that significant hydraulic resources 
be available; hence the plan for building two dams, the cornerstone for which 
was laid by the president of the Republic during his visit to this wilaya last 
February. 


The first dam (the Souani), with its water reserve estimated at 14,000,000 
cubic meters, will make it possible to enlarge the irrigated surface of the 
Maghnia plain. 


The second, called El-lzdihar and located at Sidi-Abdeili, will contribute to 
the irrigation of an area estimated at 4,000 hectares. its reserve capacity 
is 110,000,000 cubic meters. 


in addition to these two developments, there are two other dams in the wilaya, 
the "Mafrouch" (16,000,000 cubic meters) and the "Beni Nahdel" (44,000,000 
cubic meters). 


in the near future, the wilaya authorities think the water from the Beni 
Nahdel dam can be used for the benefit of agriculture, after completion of 
the dam that will supply the city of Oran (Oued Cheliff). 


Generally, the wilaya expects to realize ambitious projects in this area. 
Tlemcen in fact has a considerable expanse of wate:. But ail of this has not 
been able to alleviate the effects of certain problems, especially the drought, 
which has affected agriculture in the wilays for the last three years, and 

the problem of non-delivery of means of irrigation. The problem is having 
negative repercussions on the Maghnia region. Losses amount to 30,000,000 DA 
at the present time. 


industry. to Ensure an Economic Take-off 


The Tlemcen wilaya opted to put in place an industrial base, at the time of 
the special program as well as during development of the two four-year plans. 
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Moreover, speciai interest was accorded agriculture and its development, to 
create a balance between these two sectors, 


Industrial activity is quite varied throughout the wilaya, in addition to the 
production of certain goods, it has made possible the gradual reduction of 
unemployment by the creating of 14,500 jobs, of which 7,100 are new jobs. Sim- 
ilarly, domestic savings, which was 4,000,000 DA in 1970, went to over 
100,000,000 DA in 1979, 


industry Oceupies 16.8 percent of the manpower, basically it produces sater- 
ial of a necessary nature: building materials, textiles, processing of agri- 
cultural products. 


Building materiais production has eaperienced a marked growth, which enables 
the wilaya to bypass the eternal shortages that seem to affect this kind of 


products, and especially to realize everything that was programmed in con- 
struction and housing. 





The wilaya is currently producing, per year: 
500,000 tons of cement at the Beni-Saf pliant, 


100,000 square meters of ceramic tiles (Remchi), 

130,000 tons of red products at the Remchi plant (tiles and bricks), 
600,000 sanitary ceramic units (E1-Ghazaouet pliant), 

78,000 tons of breeze-block (Henaya plant). 


To this effort is added another, manufacture from wood. Throughout the wilaya 
there are many production units, including the one at Nedroma, which annually 
produced 5,000 suites of modern furniture. 


This sector will experience considerable expansion after completion of the 
projects in the course of development at Beni-Saf (carpentry); the latter 
pliant will fill the wilaya's needs in doors, windows and building lumber 
(beams, etc.). It will go into production in 1981 and provide 800 jobs. 


in the textile field, and considering that this wilaya has a chiefly tradi- 
tional handcraft industry, it has become very difficult with time for the old 
textile plants to satisfy the craftsmen's demands for raw materials. 


To fill the deficit, various projects have been adopted, including: 


The natural silk and synthetic threat production complex which is in the 
developing stage. When it begins production in 1981 it will produce an- 


nually 15,000,000 meters of silk and approximately 60 tons of synthetic 
thread. 
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fo this is added another rather important project specializing in making 
workmen's "blues." This uit will be installed in Sebdou, it will produce 
12,000,000 meters of cloth per year, Moreover, in Maghnia there is already 
4 similar unit, producing 30,000 garments per year, 


with regard to the food processing industry in particular, the wilaya seems to 
be according it a certain interest in order to create a complementarity be- 
tween agriculture and the food industry. 


A flour @ill is under construction according to the budget for the future; it 
will produce 2,000 quintals of semolina per day. Another project is also un- 
der construction in Maghnia, 


it will specialize in daily processing of 200 tons of maize for production of 
a series Of various projects, part of which will be used in the pharmaceutical 
industry. 


in addition, other units will be put in place as part of the program of in- 
Stalling a small and medium-sized industry, the ultimate result of which will 
be to satisfy the needs of the population and create a number of jobs. 


Heavy Industry and Technological Development 


industry has begun to expand in the Tlemcen wilaya, which seems to have gone 
beyond the first phase, which consisted of installing medium-sized and light 
industries. Large industrial complexes have been implanted here and there, 
throughout a plain with enormous potential. 


The availability of certain materials in the wilaya and the presence of a 
coastal frontage have facilitated--or at least contributed to--installation of 
this industry. In fact this wilaya has two important ports: &1-Ghazaouet 

and Beni-Saf, which play a large import-export role. 


The wilaya seems to be very privileged in the mining field: iron at Beni-Saf 
(100,000 tons per year, all of it exported); a marble quarry at Ben Sekrane. 
Nevertheless, the latter is encountering difficulties in the way of rational 
exploitation. The most significant is difficulty in expanding, which heavily 
influences extraction. 


Moreover, the wilaya has penetrated well and truly into the electronic era 
with the creation of a SONELEC [Algerian National Company for the Manufacture 
and installation of Electrical and Electronic Equipment] unit for production 
of telephone equipment. it may be said that as of the present the wilaya is 

in every way experiencing a significant development in the industrial and ag- 
ricultural fields. Renovating and improving iand, air and maritime paths of 
communication will certainly help to alleviate the seriousness of certain prob- 
lems and solve those that hinder importation and exportation, as well as ex- 
changes with other wilayas. 








lelephone Lquipment Manufacturing Complex [Box| 





ihe telephone equipment manufacturing complex at Tlemcen, whose official 
start of production was inaugurated by President Chadli Bendjedid during his 
most recent visit to this wilaya, is considered to be an important means of 
modernizing the national telecommunications system. 


The complex occupies an area of 58 hectares. Its annual production of tele- 
phone exchanges (electromechanical equipment) is expected to reach 80,000 
lines, divided as follows: 50,000 urban exchanges, 5,000 transit exchanges, 
12,000 rural exchanges and 15,000 private exchanges. 


in addition, production of semi-electronic telephone exchanges will be on 
the order of 20,000 lines, of which 10,000 will be urban exchanges and 10,000 
will be transit exchanges. 


Finally, this complex, which will produce 140,000 telephone handsets, will 
employ all told nearly 5,000 persons, including 150 engineers and higher- 
echelon executives, 288 higher technicians and production officers and 600 
shilled workers. 


Training and Education 


The actions undertaken in the wilaya were not aimed solely at putting in place 
a Single economic infrastructure, but also at establishing the bases of a 
true social and cultural policy. 


For this reason education, training and public health are the object of atten- 
tion and constant effort. 


Education, with its four levels--primary, middle secondary, technical and 
higher--has undergone very considerable development at the level of the re- 
ceiving structures as well as in the area of satisfying cultural and education- 
al needs. 


The percentage of children between the ages of 6 and 135 attending school was 
73.3 percent between 1970 and 1979, whereas for the 1969-1970 period it was 
only 49 percent. 


The number of primary school pupils has risen from 62,500 to 102,000. 


Receiving this impressive number of pupils has necessitated building | ,409 
classrooms and 653 housing units for the teachers. 


in an interview with the director of education of the Tlemcen wilaya, we de- 
tected a certain optimism that seems to prevail in education circles, despite 
the existence of problems such as delays in school construction or the absence 
of housing for teachers. 


The total number of middle education pupils is 25,500. In 1969-1970 the nus- 
ber was only 7,176. School attendance has increased 250 percent. 
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The continued increase in the totai number of pupils has led authorities to 
consider the future. For this reason it was decided to build 17 CEMs [College 
of Intermediate Studies) whose delivery is expected for the period between 
1980 and 1985, 


Secondary and technical education are also undergoing considerable develop- 
ment: total numbers have increased 370 percent. The number of pupils has 
risen from 1,257 (1969-1970) to 5,680 at the beginning of the 1979-1980 schoo) 
year. 


in order not to suffer the repercussions of such growth, the wilaya has had 
to program two high schools capable of providing a boarding regime for giris. 
These two high schools are under construction, one in Remchi, the other in 
Beni-Saf. Their contribution to the training of girls from rural regions will 
be considerable. 


As for higher education, there is in existence a university center which be- 
gan normal operation in 1974, But efforts in its direction would have to be 
Sustained and permanent, since registrations have increased by 800 percent. 

From 118 in 1974-1975 the number of students has grown to 1,080 in 1979-1980. 


The university center dispenses training in various branches: exact and tech- 
nological science, biology, economics, Arabic literature and law. 


From that same interview we were able to learn of the problems that arise in 
education. in the first place is lack of housing, which constitutes a sure 
hindrance to development of this sector. Housing for teaching cadres--teach- 
ers and other trainers--is delivered with very significant delays, especially 
when it is known that the building of 100 classrooms must bring with the build- 
ing of 100 housing units. Naturally this has repercussions on the effort to 
educate, which must take into account the increasingly impressive total numbers 
of pupils. 


The same problem arises acutely in rural areas: despite the existence of hous- 
ing in the schools, teachers flee these areas for the simple reason that the 
infrastructure necessary for a decent life is not available. 


This is also found at the secondary level, where housing allotments are made 
only for foreign cooperants. 


Nationals are left on the fringes, so to speak. Hence the high rate of absen- 
teeism and lack of interest in the profession, the flight to other sectors. 


Tourism: the Natural Framework Alone is not Enough! 

Tiemcen is a city famous as auch for its art as for its history. It has several 
views, sites and historic relics, which attract a significant number of tour- 
ists, Algerians and foreigners among then. 


in addition, the Tlemcen wilaya encompasses in its high mountains very dense 
fo eet regions which allow for a good implantation of family tents, and beaches 
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with fine golden sand, a preferred spot for spending the summer vacation, 


Despite the efforts deployed in the touristic field, this sector continues to 
suffer from a lack of receiving structures, more precisely a lack of touristic 
complexes, 


in Tlemcen, the Ziyanid Hotel is still the only establishment frequented by 
tourists. 


We note that this hotel has increased its number of beds from 366 to 666-~-for 
the whole wilaya. Now, this is still below the demand, especially when there 
are known to be other structures in existence which for their part, for one 
reason or another, evidence considerable delays in reception. We cite as ex- 
amples the Rivaux and Marguerite Villas, which occupy a picturesque site and 
dominate the whole city of Tlemcen and the Albert I Hotel, which is in 

center of the city. 


Will serious procedures be undertaken that will contribute to starting these 
important establishments up again? 


The Handcraft Industry: Between Profits and Originality 


The Tlemcen wilaya assumes a specific aspect through its diverse traditional 
handcraft industries. In this respect what is truly regrettable is that this 
industry is tending to shrink. 


in the rug manufacturing field, for example, the handcraft industry is subject 
to significant contradictions, especially in importing raw materials and ex- 
porting production. 


The handcraft sector has also suffered a significant fall in production, from 
428,000 cubic meters in 1970 to 44,000 cubic meters in 1979. 


What is the cause? 


in the course of our interview with a union leader from the handcraft indus- 
tries, we concluded that this sector is suffering from several difficulties. 
The craftsmen are increasingly uninterested in their work, given that produc- 
tion costs are very high and raw materials are increasingly rare. 


We also note the beginning of the disappearance of the old generation of crafts- 
men, of these different kinds of industry and a total disinterest on the part 
of young people in this kind of industry. 


Concerning 4 question about the role the training centers are to play in the 
field of handcrafts industries, he said that the wilaya has only two centers 

and that they are much more occupied with production, to the detriment of train- 
ing. 


However, the work performed in these centers has for its primary objective a 
Significant monetary profit from the sale of the various handcraft products, 
rather than reactivation of this kind of <..c.tional activity. 
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Wherein, Then, lies the Solution to This Delicate Problem? Housing: 
Efforts, But... 


The education sector is not the only one to suffer from a lack of housing, nor 
are the industry or agriculture sectors, and most workers, whatever their ac- 
tivity, find themselves confronted with this delicate problem, 


The housing crisis is a “fait accompli," one might say, for not only is it an 
impediment to development, but it also has negative repercussions on the very 
behavior of the people. 


The wilaya is well aware of this. Hence the effort now being started. The 
results may be meager, but what counts is the desire to smooth out this major 
difticulty, at all costs. The wilaya, throug’ \e development of urban hous- 
ing, has been the beneficiary of an allotment of 10,190 housing units. But 
the delays in their construction are so considerable that only 2,000 have been 
completed. Another 4,000 are under construction. 


Faced with this situation, the wilaya has encouraged the parceling out of com- 
minal reserves to stimulate individual building. For that purpose more than 
1,700 parcels of land have been sold to private individuals. In a next phase 
6,000 plots of land will be sold. 


Rural areas have also benefited from this measure. Of 10,000 housing units 
programmed, 6,400 have been received and the rest are on the way to comple- 
tion. 


The Agrarian Revolution for its part has contributed tu promoting the rural 
world, chiefly in the area of housing, where 15 agricultural villages en- 
compassing 1,760 housing units have come into being. Currently there is talk 
of expanding them to satisfy the many demands of the assignees. 


Health: Delayed Accomplishments 

The public health sector is considered to be of particular importance. 

The wilaya's interest in this sector is most extensive. 

Although for the past 10 years this sector has had only 20 institutions at its 
disposal, scattered throughout the wilaya, today it has seemed necessary to 
make it more dynamic in order to absorb the strong needs of the population-- 
especially the rural population--in matters of health. 


These needs are being merely 25 percent satisfied; health structures are able 
to supply only one bed per 425 inhabitants and one doctor for 5,600 inhabitants. 


The wilaya is obviously extremely worried. Hence the plan to create other 
health centers, among them three hospitals to be built in Sebdou, E1-Ghazouet 
and Maghnia. But these projects are experiencing construction delays. 
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The problems currentiy besetting this sector were the subject of an inter- 
View with the director of health of the Tlemcen district, 


The director told us that the major problem does not lie in the lack of medi- 
cations, a5 some citizens think, but in the paucity of means such as the re- 
ceiving infrastructure and equipment for medical consultation and interven- 
tion, This sector also runs iate a problem of utilization of equipment of 
local origin and diverse foreign provenances. 


A large part of the equipment is not utilized, so to speak, at all, for many 
reasons: lack of knowledge of how to operate it, or the nonexistence of re- 
placement parts. 


The second problem is that of supplying the hospitals with various materials, 
food products in particular. 


In fact, organizations having relations with the health sector are known to 
impose very rigid clauses in their contracts with the hospitals; which natural- 
ly has negative repercussions on the quality of care. 


Between the Objectives and the Reality 


Our presence in Tlemcen enabled us to ascertain what seems to have beneficial 
future consequences for this wilaya, at the urban as well as the rural level. 


The survey gave us an opportunity to evaluate the whole effort agreed to in 
the last 10 years. Although the development process has not yet arrived at 
its final phase, on the other hand work is being carried on without respite 
to put an end to certain negative aspects, born of the rapid changes in the 
wilaya. 
In fact the wilaya is planning to realize ambitious projects in many areas. 
But reality shows that there is a difference between the plans and what has 
really been made concrete. 
Various difficulties stand in the way of the effort undertaken by the wilaya 
and the state; efforts basically aimed at permanently satisfying the increas- 
ingly important needs of the population. 
Statistical Sources 

Statistical Data on the Tlemcen Wilaya, February 1980. 

Budgetary Operations, Tlemcen wilaya, February 1980. 

Agricultural situation, DARAW [expansion unknown], 1979. 

Tlemcen Health Sector, March 1980. 


The Tlemcen wilaya is in thirteenth place in the alphabetical classification of 
the country's 31 wilayas. Geographically it is in the extreme northwest. 
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Bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea, on the east by the Sidi-Bel- 
Abbes wilaya and on the south by the Saida wilaya, the Tlemcen wilaya's 
western borders are 150 km long, and the northern border follows the sea as 
far as the Ll-Arricha steppe plains. 


On the relief map this wilaya may be divided into four distinct zones: 


The Terrara countain chain: this is a fairly low massif. It separates 
the Sahei from the interior plain. 


The interior plain: it is characterized by an antagonism between the 
Climate and the nature of the land that forms it. 


The Tlemcen heights (or Tlemcen plateau): this elevation contains the 
region's most important water reserve. 


The high steppe plains: pastoral, covered with grass. 


On the administrative map the Tlemcen wilaya covers an area estimated to be 
approximately 9,283.7 square km. It includes seven districts and 31 communes: 


Districts Communes 
Tlemcen Tlemcen, Ben Sekrane, Tirni Beni Hdyl, 


Ouled Mimoun, Ain Fezza, Beni Mester, 
Ain Talout, Sidi Abdelli 


Remchi El Hanaya, Remchi, Beni Ouarsis, 
Ain Youssef 

Nedroma Nedroma, Fellaoussen, Jebala 

Sebdou Sebdou, El-Arricha, Beni-Snous, 
El-Ghour, Sidi-Djillali 

Ghazaouet El-Ghazaouet, Souahlia, Bab-El-Assa, 
Marsat Ben-M'hidi 

Maghnia Maghnia, Hammam Boughrara, Sabra, 
Sidi-Medjahed 


Beni-Saf Beni-Saf, Oulhassa Gheraba, Honein 
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interview With Ahmed Kadri, the CNP [expansion unknown] of the Wilaya 


[Question] The fundamental law of the party set forth the formation of the 
Wilaya Coordinating Council. What is the role of this council? And what 
have been the results? 


[Answer}) In fact, after the fourth congress of the FLN Party, the funda- 
mental law of the party set forth the formation of a coordinating council at 
the commune as well as the wilaya level. 


Its role is to coordinate all actions and important questions affecting the 
concerns of the citizens, as well as to find solutions to all problems by means 
of specialized authorities. 


At the wilaya level the existing authorities were unable to understand all 
the problems that came up, in view of their ramifications. But after the 
Coordinating Council was formed, important problems began to be raised. They 
were brought up and discussed in order to make precise provisions for their 
resolution, either at the local level or with a view to submitting them to 
higher authorities. 


In that connection, the Coordinating Council took charge of all internal 
questions, especially after the fourth FLN congress. Consequently, this will 
further consolidate the decentralization policy. 


The last elections--communal as well as wilaya--turned out to be a good op- 
portunity for the Coordinating Council to finally play a predominant role. 

In the course of this experiment we have been able to find a spirit of cooper- 
ation between the different parties concerned, and a complementarity in the 
serious work. 


Nevertheless this experiment, even though its results are acceptable so far, 
has not produced the hoped-for results. And we hope the final results will be 
Significant and positive, as soon as the determination and support for the 
present status are united. 


At the commune level: in the current state of affairs we cannot evaluate the 
results achieved by this experiment, given that its activities in this area 
are still new. Thus, one comment should be made, whether the communal leaders 
are acting to coordinate their actions in the various areas. 


Council meetings are set by Circular 1,639. This circular stipulates that 
regular meetings are to take place once a month. The Coordinating Council may 
also sit in extraordinary meetings, whenever important business necessitates 
such meetings. 


[Question] Can you talk to us about the control, especially after the fourth 
FLN congress? 


[Answer] Indeed, the fundamental law of the party defined control. As it al- 
so defined the role of the elected assemblies in this area. This kind of 
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MissioNh Pequifes Much More Militantism and we hope the special commissions 
will De equal to the responsibility entrusted in them, 


[Question] And what can you say about the activity of young people and their 
membership in the party’ 


|Anewer ‘es, young people have shown @ great desire to belong to the party. 
OW our sioe we Nave Consolidated the party, before the last elections, through 
young cadres. We recall that we have received almost 2,000 requests for 
membersh > 


lousy we are in the presence of @ eonsiderable number of young militants to 
whom New responsibilities have just been assigned, at the APC as well as the 
APW (Governorate Popular Assembly] level. 


“oreover, we are very optimistic and we believe the future will undoubtedly 
velong to the youth who is aware that the party is the real area for serious 
work, 


Because of this, this look toward the future forces us consequently to open 
a horizon for these young people, so the torch of militantism can be passed 
on to them. 


[Question] Concerning the campaign of fighting social evils, what are the 
activities of the national commission of the party? 


|Answer| indeed, we have contributed to the quality of militants in the 
fight against social evils. 


Knowing that this wilaya is experiencing 4 special situation, considering that 
it constitutes a stopping-off place between the interior and the outside, it 
is exposed to certain negative aspects. in this regard, our work has been 
oriented in the direction of protecting the revolution and the citizen. As 

it has also been centered on making the citizens aware through the various 
meetings devoted to that goal. Our work is also continuing on all levels. 


One of the most important things we have accomplished has undoubtedly been 
the various activities undertaken by the CNP Cultural Center. This is an in- 
portant center geared to the level of all the young people, where one is in 
the presence of different cultural means, and of prestige. 


in addition to its cultural role the center is in charge of a political activ- 
ity, making young people aware. Consequently this enters into the domain of 
the campaign of fighting social evils. 

interview with the Wali of Tlemcen, Rachid Mirazi 

[interview by S.M., translated from the Arabic by M. A. Taleb] 

[Question] Mr Wali, Tlemcen is one of the country's wilayas that benefited 


from a special program in 1970. What image does it present after ten years of 
development in this exact framework? 
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|Anewer) Since SO June 1970, when the Coufess of Ministers adopted a special 
progtam for socio-economic development, iiomcen has undergone Padical changes 
i @ik aPeas, 


hro@ that you ean consider the decade just past a8 being a point of departure 
for realising the special program and a solid base for effective execution of 
the two four-year equipment and development plans. This multiform develop- 
ment generally has as its objective the expansion of this wiiaya, so it can 
play ite role of participating in the national building, 


On that subject, since the adoption of Tiemcen's special program, several 
achievements have seen the light of day in the economic, social and education- 
al areas 


Development efforts undertaken by the wilaya have necessitated investment ex- 
penses amounting to 15,000,000,000 DA, of which 4,422,000,000 DA were for de- 

entralized work, in the period from 1970 to 1979. The rate of achievement of 
the special program in all sectors has reached 46 percent. 


[Question] Broad prerogatives have recently been assigned to the popular as- 
semblies, have been uncontested, and the assemblies have played their role. 
So what are their prospects for action in the future? 


|Answer| Naturally, the assemblies have fully played their role in working 
Out plans, in presenting studies or choosing terrains to serve as locations 
for installation of factories. 


The APC in particular played a large part in realizing the greater part of 
the special investment programs of this wilaya. This in addition to the com- 
munal development programs which were realized for the most part by many APCs 
with their own means. 


As for the future, the APC, which is also an economic and social institution, 
is to furnish still more efforts so that the next five-year plan may be in a 
position to have at its disposal all the means indispensable for its success. 


And there | would like to make an important comment about the communes and 
their new assemblies, which gust scrupulously organize their structures. For 
despite the good will of the elected representatives and their sincerity in 

the work, the expected good results cannot be obtained without the creating of 
specialized services under the protection of the APC, charged with studying, 
planning and directing the projects for realizing the programs and coordination. 
All this for the purpose of perfect cohesion in the realization, to put an end 
to certain negative aspects and thus guarantee that the positive work will con- 
tanue. 


[Question] Development generally requires technical skill. What about pro- 
fessional training in this wilaya? 


|Answer| Training is very important and is closely related to development. 
Among efforts undertaken in several fields are elementary, intermediate, secon- 
dary and higher education; other training efforts had to do with improving 
agriculture, civil engineering and urbanisa. 
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Ane to provide Craining, several enroliment structures have been created: 


Lolargang the agricultural technology institute, thus bringing its en- 
rOliment capacity to 400 pupils, 


inlarging the Mansourah Agricultural Professional Training Center and 
building an agricultural training center at Maghnia, as well as one at 
Ouled Mimoun, with a capacity of 200 pupils. 


Concerning civil engineering and urbanism, we have opened an institute for 
training technicians, its enroliment capacity is 500 pupils. For profession- 
al training, the existing structures have been consolidated by the opening of 
a professional training center for adults in Maghnia, its capacity being 88 
places, with board guaranteed for all the pupils. To this will soon be added 
the building of an adult professional training center for young women in 
Tlemcen and two other centers at Beni-Saf and Ghazaouet. The enrollment capac- 
ity of the first will be 152 places and that of the second 200 places. 


[Question] Housing is among the citizens' major concerns. What are the 
wilaya's realities in this field? What has been done thus far? Is the 
Wilaya encountering difficulties in this area and what are the causes? 


[Answer] in fact, availability of housing to the citizens is more than a 
necessity, and the wilaya is continually making great efforts to satisfy the 
growing demands in this sector. 


Within the framework of various programs the wilaya has been the beneficiary 

in urban housing of 10,190 housing units, 2,000 of them already built. Another 
4,000 units are in the process of being built. The rest are in the planning 
stage or under study. Individual building, for its part, is being made use of 
to alleviate the crisis, when it becomes apparent that 1,700 plots of land 

have been sold and 6,000 other plots will be sold soon. 


In rural housing, 6,400 units have been built and another 2,500 are on the 
point of being built, out of 10,000 units to be developed. To this are to be 
edded 13 socialist villages encompassing 1,760 housing units, and 6 socialist 
Villages in the process of development. 


But despite all these accomplishments, the housing problem is still with us, 
especially in the districts of Tlemcen, Beni-Saf and Nedroma, whose buildable 
land is few and far between because these districts are much more mountainous. 


Add to that the growing demands of the citizens, arising from this region's 
expansion. The wilaya receives daily about 300 requests for housing, not to 
mention the delays in building them. 


[Question] Tlemcen is famous for its art and its history and possesses im- 
portant historic relics. Has tourism in this area benefited from good in- 
vestment? Is there a plan to protect and preserve the patrimony? 





\Anewer) it is true that Tiemeen, because of its geographic position and 
its varied topography, possesses important touristic assets, hot to mention 
its dry climate, 


filemen may be considered 4 tourist region, thanks to the existence of beau: 
tiftul beaches like those at Beni-Saf, Ghazaouet and Marsa Ben M'hidi, a8 well 
de 4 forested mountainous Fegion suitable for camping. Moreover, there are 
historic relics in the city of Tlemcen and its region, 


The wilaya is seriously inclined toward tourism, As witness the three hotels 
with a total capacity of 660 beds. As for welcoming foreigners, we hope the 
new Tlemcen airport will be an important factor in the development of this 
sector, 


As for protecting and preserving the relics, the Ministry of Information and 

Culture is permanently in charge of this. Besides its concern for protecting 
the historic sites, every year it encourages the organization and holding of 

festivals of traditional music so it will not be forgotten and aliowed to die 
out, 


{Question] What would be your conclusion, Mr Wali? 


|Answer} 1 should like to focus my conclusion on the fact that these ten years 
of development have proven, if proof is needed, that the decentralization po- 
licy has made possible a local economic take-off that will be a great contri- 
bution to bidding the nation. This period has also demonstrated that the 
State is clearly disposed to satisfy the needs of the citizens. 


in the future the work will consist of optimally using the means for realiza- 
tion, which cannot fail to have a positive influence on our development. 


Skikda's Topography 
Algiers EL DJEICH in French Jun 80 pp 12-19 
[Article by A. Laib and T. Bouanika: "A Wilaya in Search of Lost Time") 


Formerly a district of the Constantine wilaya, with hilly topography, wooded 
regions and small but very rich alluvial plains, Skikda has always been consid- 
ered an area vital for the economy of the hinterland. As much for its supply- 
ing agricultural materials as for its being opened up by sea roads. 


Since antiquity the port of Rusicada has played a large role in trade. In fact 
it was through that port that the Romans shipped the wheat from the high 
setifian plains to Rome. 


But history being what it is, how is it with Skikda today, this wilaya of which 
very little is known, except perhaps for its petrochemical plants or, to 
football fanatics its football equipment--or even that heap of cliches, of 
preconceived notions that have come to light about human behavior, about juven- 
ile delinquency? Two myths that are overrated, well-tended, amplified. Two 
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Myitie Chat poorly comeeas the shOeksng Peality Of Skikda. A iong veiled 
Peart , er atorted © comp aeeht Bpeeches of certain hewspapers., 


We ac afowlodge Firet of ail Chat Skikda is neither one of the small peaceful 
bh bape ft the Mediterranean coset, HOT, even Lesa, is it one of those ill 
famed Lowii ft uvetective iiterature 


it 48 hol se Much the epiphenomena that are important in this wilaya, but 
racter the Peal causes that have engendered @ Visable--very visible--sick- 
eas in the city a8 weil a8 in the country. And iff Skikda the country is a 
were stone's throw away; the proof, those shantytowns that have literaily 
blossomed if Fecent years arouna it and have expanded so far as to penetrate 
into its Most intimate corners, bouabaz, Sebaa Biar, Le Match, Zef Zef,. 

iiese are the fames given to quarters that have been very rapidly submerged by 
those @akeshift constructions built in one night, which scarcely differ from 
rural habitations. 


Let US say Pight away that in Skikda there is a vast difference between the 
s.ty afd the country where, according to the most official figures, 80 per- 
cent of the population lives in shacks, The sole innovation: corrugated iron 
has replaced the traditional thatched roof, and--a@ sign of modern times that 
refunds us we are wei. into the 20th century--an occasional television antenna 
sticks up among the very precarious rooftops. 


CL) witaya de SKIRDA 








hey 


Skikda Wilaya 4. District seat 
.. Mediterranean Sea 5. Commune seat 


3. Wilaya seat 6. Seacoast 








industrialization in Skikda is it a Mistare? 


Struggling aiong, barely, clinging to @ subsistence economy which is basically 
agrarian, the Pural tones have violently suffered the repercussions of indus- 
trial development, 


Aiteady remote from progress, isolated, they have seen their situation aggra- 
vated wath the putting in place of a very important industrial infrastructure 
only @ tew We from Shikda, A point of view bitterly defended by the great 
Major.ty says that the great evils the walaya is experiencing come right from 
those industrial installations that have absorbed a large part of the agricul- 
turai Manpower, 


Shikda, they say, is 4 basically agricultural wilaya, and excessive industri- 
alization has upset the already fragile equilibrium on which the region's eco- 
nomy is based. In fact this has led to an unprecedented exodus toward Skikda 
in particular, where hundreds of families from rural areas have elected to 
take up residence. In shantytowns, of course. 


Statistics show that 5,000 peasants are currently working in the industrial 
zone, where salaries are very alluring. This figure represents at least 55 
percent of the region's farmers, who have abandoned their land almost perma- 
nentiy. bven the assignees of the Agrarian Revolution have not been able to 
resist the attraction cast over the whole surrounding countryside by this 
petrochemical area, a veritable Eldorado where the wages paid by foreign corpo- 
rations are the highest in the country. The high rate of withdrawals alone 
illustrates this attraction. A moral pollution of the peasantry, says the 
wali. Of the 2,133 registered for allotment, only 1,183 remain. in the dis- 
trict of Skikda withdrawals have been the highest: over 75 percent. Another 
example, the agricultural village of Guerbes, 250 housing units, for which 
alone 20 requests have been registered for allotment. 


The primary consequence of this exodus, which is encouraged by the fact that 
living is so difficult in the rural environment, is the marginalization of 
work on the land which has brought with it a heavy demand for fruits and vege- 
tables; production having reached its lowest level. 


Another consequence is the price explosion. Not only for fruits and vegetables, 
but for everything that can be sold. And although throughout the past--the 
recent past--the tight-fisted employers of the people (they cannot be called 
anything else) resorted to artificial shortages to justify such an increase, 
today they simply impose their prices--in the proper meaning of the word. 


The high cost of living that hits the populations hard is also explained by 

a kind of competition established by the foreign colony working in the indus- 
trial zone. The merchants align their prices by basing them on the extremely 
strong purchasing power of the 6,000 foreigners living temporarily in Skikda. 


The Origin of the Evils 


But another point of view runs counter to the first. in the eyes of many lead- 
ers the effects of industrialization have never been negative. To them, the 
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e Ss in the procedure foliowed By the development planners, 

opi acbiburas development, aithough it has been part of the hatione. po.is. a. 

ebate for years, has not followed industrial development, And if 4 

‘balance between these two sectors is very visible, The most striking San, 
are af the contradictions that exist between the city ane 
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OTAL 5,082 50 1,707 | 328 | 


The Cirst great difference is housing: the few permanent structures cate oack 
for the most part to the colonial epoch. Here and there farms can be no.iced 
or Cae vestiges of farms), mostly occupied by individuals having fo re.ation 
work on the land. According to the last census, carried out within Che 
‘runework of the stabilizing of self-management fields, approximately 600 hous- 
ifg units are occupied illegally. To this phenomenon is added the enorsous 
delays in building the agricultural housing written into the various sat onal 
‘eve.opment plans. Until the present time the wilaya has had no agricuctural 
iaiist village (7). The one at Guerbes, whose emplacement is very poor. 
sOsen (it would have made a marvelous tourist village, certain leaders (.ink-- 
much aloud), will be completed this summer, they say. 











or rural housing has its importance in stabilizing the peasants. As Cie wail 


_s 


sonvineed of the Algerian's peasant origin and that the Algerian i» still 
ed co his land, even if he has been detached from it for years, for ©») ec- 
r subjective reasons. 


am sure the Algerian will return to his land if he is given the mean» ane 

swmoone will create the conditions to do it. Moreover, this Will ena>.o us 

give agriculture all the importance it should have, all the interest ane all 
the erforts at requires.” 


ihe agricultural housing needs of the wilaya were estimated in 1979 at 9,150 
units. Sance 1974 the wilaya has only been given 3,082. 


























NUMBL K RATE OF RATE OF COMPLETION ANTICIPATED 
LOCAT LON OF UNITS COMPLETION bCSt* I NAUGURAT LON 
DATES 
= 
Guerbes 250 95 1 19/06/80 
beni -Quelbane 120 50 . 198) 
bLmje@z-ed-chich 150 45 . i961 
| Colle 120 40 . 1981 
| Chetaibi 100 50 - 198) 
| Ain-Charchar 200 50 . i981 
| ben-Azzouz 200 10 . 1981 | 
| Menzel-El-Abtal (VG) 50 100 None 10/10/79 | 
| Lighoud-Youcef (VG) 50 60 None End of 1980 | 
Toumiette (VG) 50 90 None Fall of 1980 
Qued-Zhor (VG) 50 80 None End of 1980 
| Salah-Bouchaour 180 Not started . ? 
| Tama lous 150 Not started - ? 
Beni-Bechir 150 Not started - ? 
TOTAL T7950 











Of 1,790 housing anits provided for, 1,340 are in progress and 450 not started. 
* (expansion unknown] 


The delays are therefore enormous and the gap is difficult to fill, the wilaya's 
authorities believe. And this has led them to energize construction in the 
rural environment. The first measures: to accelerate projects in progress 
and create a wilava company that will be in charge of building the agricultural 
Villages, the SOPRECOVSKI [expansion unknown). Adding to the relatively long 
list of other companies of the same type, the SOPRECOVSKI will build about 
four housing units per day, starting this year. It will work in close collab- 
oration with the Rural Housing Technical Committee, an authority presided over 
by the wali which will be in charge of supervising the realization of all the 
programs provided for up until that time. Programs to which must be addea 46 
additional agricultural villages to be built under the five-year plan. These 
Villages will all be designed by a wilaya study bureau, the SODESKI |expan- 
sion unknown). 
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Ail of these programs are addressed to the selfi-managers in the socialist 
agricultural sector, to the Agrarian Revolution assignees and to the coopera- 
tours from the CAPAMs [War Veterans Agricultural Production Cooperative], 
Private farmers and citizens living in rural areas but having activities oth- 
er than agriculture, will only see their problems solved by means of individ- 
ual building, which is believed to be the most realistic solution, It would 
still be necessary for the aid granted by the state (17,500 DA) to be re-eval- 
uated in terms of the current prices of construction materials, an APC chair- 
man believes. A sizable problem arises before that solution can be applied: 
where to build? Most rural dwellers live on land whose legal status is still 
to be determined. in some zones with a heavy concentration of habitation and 
localities, citizens are formally forbidden to build any buildings at all. 

The solution, then, is to be found in land reserves. The authorities have ask- 
ed whether the plots will be actually given over to the great mass which is 
chiefly concerned n the operation. In that case prices cannot be aligned 

on a price scale, but must be symbolic. What is important is that the problem 
be solved, The principle was adhered to at the first APC session last April, 
and its application is imminent. 





A problem that is no less delicate remains to be solved. This is the clarifica- 
tion of the status of certain lands on which are established populations who 
have been there for generations. Many people request authorization to build 

on it without being satisfied: refusal, both on the part of the administra- 
tive authorities and the owners of the land (basically self-managed and CAPAM 
domains). it would be futile to attempt to convince these populations to move, 
unless the most objective conditions making it possible to do so were created 
there. 


The Real Causes of the Decline in Agricultural Activity 


They are numerous. Industrialization is not the only or even the main cause 
of the rural exodus, the abandonment of the land. It would be, rather, “the 
difficulty of living in the rural environment" that has led the active popula- 
tion to be uninterested in agricultural work. Young people especially prefer 
to seek their "fortunes" elsewhere, to emerge from poverty by going to work in 
the petrochemical field. For in this milieu that is both hard and rough, all 
that they lack--schools, health structures, means of transportation, roads, 
water, electricity--, the list of their needs is a long one. And the land is 
unrewarding. Only the old have stayed in the production units of the social- 
ist sector and the Agrarian Revolution. In the CAPAMs and in the small pri- 
vate developments as well. 


In Skikda the problem of agricultural manpower arises in a special way. Stud- 
ied in its structural and social aspects, it reveals first that: 


the proportion of seasonal workers to permanent workers reaches 70 per- 
cent in the self-managed domains. In the CAPAMs it is--370 percent! 
One might as well say that the real seasonal workers are the permanent 
workers (and vice versa); 
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many of the permanent workers are of very advanced age. Thirty per- 
cent of the moudjahidine in the CAPAMs are over 55. In the self- 
managed domains 32 workers are over 60, In the cooperative sector of 
the Agrarian Revolution there are 102 assignees who are over the active 
age. 


On this subject, the wali believes 


"in thas connection, we must seriously concern ourselves in the beginning with 
rural youth, Especially those who have been unable to pursue their studies. 
30 we must take much more interest in those young people by creating training 
structures tied in with agriculture and setting up an agro-industry that will 
give importance to the agricultural product." 


Secondly, the agricultural sector has at its disposal "a work force that in- 
cludes everyone,’ a heterogeneous manpower, In the cooperative sector the 
criteria for allotment set forth in Art 119 of the Agrarian Revolution ordi- 
nance have not been respected. Hence a human component of varying perspec- 
tives, generally having no tie with purely agricultural activity. This has 
brought with it a low productivity and decreased agricultural production. 

And an under-utilization of the mechanical means arising from poor technical 
training and an absence of maintenance. In addition, the lack of spare parts, 
to which is added an infrastructure low on buildings and storage hangars, has 
caused a large number of tractors to be immobilized. 


The wali said that a number of measures have been taken to meet this situation 
of anarchy: 


First at the CAPCS (Communal Multi-Service Agriculture Cooperative] level: 

we have returned them to their original mission, which is to be the technical- 
administrative support for the agricultural units; which has not been done 
without "damage,"’ since over half of the directors of these multi-service co- 
operatives have been suspended from their duties; six of them have been 
brought to court for misappropriation of funds, thefts, etc. 


"Then in the production units we have forbidden individual stock raising. 

This action, though very difficult--because enormous interests come into play-- 
has been conducted with a certain success. From 40,000 head of cattle we have 
gone to 20,000. In the agricultural units the total number of head of cattle 
has been reduced 80 percent. 


"In the third place, we have instituted plans for crops compatible with the 
wilaya's fruit and vegetable needs. Their application is compulsory. For 
1979 these plans were 90 percent respected. 


"Finally, we have begun to release elderly persons from agriculture in such a 
way as to rejuvenate and make the sector more dynamic. Moreover, we put ever- 
ything to work to develop rural housing construction so as to sedentarize the 
peasants in their units." 


It would have been more interesting to have had some figures related to the 
financing of the agricultural sector. These figures could have cast additional 
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light on the nature of the evils agricultural is suffering from, Unfortun- 
ately the information could not be furnished by the BNA [National Bank of 
Algeria) (because decisions are excessively centralized there). 


Other problems stem in general from natural weather vagaries, not the least 
of which is the configuration of the topography. Only the districts of 
Azzaba and Li-tarrouch are relatively well endowed with plain, One cannot 
speak of the Skikda plain, for it has almost disappeared, to give way to in- 
dustrial installations and new housing towns. 


In the area of hydraulics, although the wilaya records the heaviest rainfall 
in the country (2,000 millimeters per year), it is seen to be rather light. 
This wealth of water is very poorly exploited because present storage capa- 
cities are very meager. The only solution would be to build dams and small 
hillside reservoirs which will make it possible to crease the usable agri- 
cultural area and irrigate the land which is consiuered to be among the best 
in the country. 





To these difficulties are added specific problems in the self-managed domains, 
CAPRA and CAPAM. They are mainly problems of parceling out the farms and the 
immense size of families. Eleven self-managed domains cover between 1,000 

and 2,000 hectares. As for parceling, an example of this is given by CAPRA 
Belloucif (Zighout Youcef), which is comprised of 200 hectares, divided into-- 
1? portions. The Lahki domain in Salah Bouchaour has 922 hectares and is di- 
vided into 19 portions. 














SECTOR NUMBER OF TRACTORS TRACTORS IN DISREPAIR 
Socialist sector 1,000 200 
Private sector 400 70 
TOTAL 1,400 270 





Another specific problem is that the orchards are aging. Nearly 50 percent of 
the citrus fruit trees are over 35 years old. Moreover, the very important 
Olive patrimony is still poorly protected, leading to double deterioration at 
the production level. Enormous losses have been brought about by the harvest 
methods (shaking down) and lack of maintenance (essentially pruning) of the 
already-old olive trees. Although the age limit for olive trees is easily 
over 1,000 years, nevertheless a process should be initiated of regenerating 
old plantations and developing new ones. 


Comprehensive Solutions 


Faced with the most difficult of situations, the wilaya's authorities have 
assumed as a first phase a body of very energetic measures. Measures that 
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appeared to be unpopular because they drastically changed many bad habits 
(see the interview with the wali). 


in a second phase the authorities drew up a plan of action that denotes a de- 
sire to see the end of the most visible problems: 


In the field of hydraulics, the wilaya has taken the initiative in cre- 
ating @ wilaya-owned company in charge of drilling and developing irri: 
gation projects (FORAGERSKI [expansion unknown]). 


In parceling, and the immensity of the farms, the agricultural leadership 
expects to find lasting solutions, consistent in their restructuring of 
the land. The operation that has been going on since December 1979 with 
a certain scientific rigor will soon be completed. 


Parallel with the rehabilitation of self-managed farms and the retirement 
of elderly persons, it is proposed that an ambitious technical training 
program for agricultural workers be drawn up. 


[In order not to create an imbalance between rural areas themselves, the 
authorities have decided to distribute the technical cadres rationally 
among the regions and production units. 


It is also believed that the communal delegations will be a large contribution 
to setting agriculture to rights. The plans for cultivation will no longer 
sufter the huge gaps so prevalent today. The technicians will participate in 
working them out. 


But the cornerstone that largely conditions the success of the agrarian policy 
is still control of marketing. The effectiveness of the system put in place 

is closely dependent upon the production level of the agricultural developments, 
the Agrarian Revolution representative in the wilaya believes. These develop- 
ments, he says, are producing only 20 to 25 percent of the fruits and vege- 
tables; the greater part is supplied by the private sector, which prefers to 
market its production to middlemen, who are very powerful in the wilaya. The 
amounts turned over to the CAPCSes and COFEL are very low, which naturally re- 
sults in the private sector being predominant; it becomes easy for the private 
sector to set prices. Prices that are among the highest in the country. 


The authorities expect to find a solution to this major problem in reactivating 
the CAPCSes and furnishing them the means to make the cooperatives the tech- 
nical-administrative support of the production units. 


With the taking of a whole body of measures concerning sectors having a direct 
or indirect relationship with agriculture--and more or less affecting agricul- 
tural activity--, the authorities expect to be able to redress one of the most 
difficult of situations. It is difficult because it bas inherited a very re- 
strictive development concept. We add that it also comes from a style of 
thinking that has the visible imprint of demagogy. 
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Transportation; Eight SNTV [expansion unknown] Buses “or an Entire Wilaya 
[Box by A, Laib] 


For the 22 communes of the Skikda wilaya the SNTV has made available to users 
the miniscule and ridiculous number of only e ght buses! 


In reality the wilaya was provided with 35 buses and coaches, a supply that 
some leaders with warped minds considered very adequate and far surpassing 
(sic!) the transportation needs of this wilaya, 


This general conclusion arrived at by these aces of prediction led the SNTV 
to transfer 25 coaches to SONATRACH . Twenty-five coaches which the latter 
company is using two hours a day at the most, to transport its workers from 
Skikda to the industrial zone (less than 8 km away) and vice versa. 


The citizens of the 22 communes and hundreds of hamlets that border on them 
are subject to the repercussions of the less than honorable practices of the 
SNTV, which does not deign to grant any power of decision at all to its Skikda 
agency. 


The consequence of this "centralist"’ vision: little service is provided by 
the SNTV; it has no interest in relatively long routes. 


Hence the paucity of communes and even districts directly connected with the 
Wilaya seat. 


A flagrant insufficiency of transportation can be noted between Collo-Skikda 
and El-Harrouch-Skikda. As for direct connections between Skikda and Azzaba, 
and Skikda-Zighout Youcef, that is simple: they are nonexistent. 


In the matter of transportation for travelers, there is also a private sector, 
which does an equally bad job of fulfilling its commitments. 


In Skikda may be noted the presence of 14 transportation contractors who have 
available a total of 26 cars. Very old cars, some of them over 30 years old; 
decrepit equipment constituting a permanent danger to travelers' security. 


Until the SNTV becomes aware of the situation, until the problem of meager ser- 
vice is solved on the local scale--which the wilaya authorities are currently 
doing--the already serious situation tends to deteriorate further with the 
birth of a negative phenomenon, that of the clandestine taxis which impose 
their own law of price fixing for fares. 


For about 10 km you will be made to pay 5 DA per fare. For a "round trip," 
to go and return, it will cost you 60 DA, and if you take your "taxi" well 
after nightfall that price might easily be multiplied by two. All this at 
your own risk and peril. 





A Single Departure for Algiers 


Although the Skikda wilaya is considered an industrial center, thus bringing 
about an incessant coming and going of people, up to now it has at its dis- 
posal only @ single coach providing the connection (indirect) between Skikda 
and Algiers, 


The departure time--0550--18 very ill chosen; it is true that at that hour it 
is difficult, indeed impossible, to take any means of locomotion at all to 
get oneself to the bus station. A bitter trial for the inhabitants of the 
surrounding Villages who must get up at 0300 to be sure of not missing their 
bus. A quite normal bus in which hygiene remains totally absent. 


Health: an Infrastructure That Falls Very Short of the Needs 
[Sidebar by A. Laib] 


Divided into six health sectors, the Skikda wilaya has only seven hospitals 
with very small capacity, a total of 1,170 beds in all, and for everyone. Us- 
ing the norms established by the Health Ministry--according to which the wilaya 
of Skhikda should have 2,064 beds--the shortage seems enormous. 


Moreover, the health buildings are too old: the El-Harrouch Psychiatric Hos- 
pital is 80 years old. The one at Azzaba should have been destroyed before 
independence. As for the Skikda Hospital--a former barracks--, it needs 

la ge-scale repairs. Finally, the Collo Hospital, of more recent construc- 
tion, needs stabilization work; the land on which it is built is in perpetual 
motion. 


Health coverage is still very poor because of an infrastructure considered to 
be very short of the needs. The Skikda wilaya has only three polyclinics in- 
stead of 17; eight health centers, whereas there should be 103; and 64 con- 
sultation rooms, whereas there is need--hang on tight--for 258! 


Means for research are also a sizable protlem because they are very inadequate. 


There are only three centralized surgical units (one of them private) in the 
city of Skikda, four x-ray stations which are most often broken down, and 
four analysis laboratories (two in Skikda, one in Collo and one in El-Harrouch). 


There are’ also six private offices; 13 <ental chairs and 17 pharmacies. 


This alarming situation continues to worry the authorities a great deal; they 
seem to be redoubling their efforts to alleviate its affects. 


The first action in that direction to be emphasized is that the wilaya has en- 
dowed each commune with an ambulance. 


The second action, still to the wilaya's credit: interesting national and for- 
eign doctors by furnishing them with furnished apartments, which has enabled 
the wilaya to have a total of 26 physicians, encompassing all specialties. 
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ihe thifd action vfeation of 4 ae af annea 


sth twat 


bul despite all thas, the shortage Pemaine quite significant in relation to 
the Fequifed fhorwe 1 satiety the health needs would requige 15 more doc- 
tors, ici phatMaciets and 118 dentists, just as 1,840 other paramedical 
agents would need to be added to the 735 already in place, 


fo the inadequate inffastructure--which will come to a hind of conclusion with 
the launching of a health construction and equipment program--is added the 
problem of Medications, which would have to come from Algiers. in Skikda, it 
is being proposed that a wilaya warehouse be created, so that frequent in- 
ventory gaps need no longer be suffered, 


With these very limited means the health leadership, to his credit, has re- 
gistered 4 large number of Sass actions, the most important of which was the 
systematication of school hygiene. And Skikda may be considered one of the 
few wilayas to have decreed an effort in this direction, 


Health checks have affected 400,000 pupils who possess ail their reports (the 
reporte that foilow them throughout their schooling). Each pupil is checked, 
not by @ health technician, but by a physician, ich has made it possible to 
detect and diagnose many diseas-* in time. 


The second large mass action was written within the framework of purification. 
it dealt with codification of all water locations existing in the wilaya (en- 
vironmental hygiene), and massive vaccination of al! children from birth to 
Sik years Of age. 


Tourism: Unexpiloited Resources 
{Box by A. Laib] 


Skikda has enormous unexploited touristic assets, in fact, in this wilaya is 
found the most beautiful bay in the world, Chetaibi. 


Yes, Chetaibi Bay is the most beautiful in the world, with its natural beauty 
and its marvelous contours eclipsing those made to seem like Eden by publicity 
hoop- la. 


| arrived hardly believing it. And Kamel Lassoui, assistant director of the 
Altour agency in Skikda, smiled at my astonishment. It was he who gave me 
this information in an interview he kindly granted me to inform us about 
tourism activity in this wilaya. 


First of all, he said, Skikda is a coastal city, thus offering summer visitors 
the possibility of swimming recreation. In addition to Chetaibi it has three 
beautiful beaches in the districts of Collo, Skikda and Azzaba. 


Then, Skhikda is a mountainous wilaya, thus being capable of satisfying lovers 
of mountain tourism. Although fires do enormous damage every year, the forest 


remains very dense in some regions. 
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Pilhdady, At Offers possibisities for greemecountry Couriam appeaiing en 
Neciasid to students (Vacation colonies) and senior citizen tourists, 


Jut the absenee of welcoming infrastructure and roads with access to certain 
areas constitute @ handicap to the development of tourism in this wilaya, 


Altour has only one urban hotel, bs-Salam, a four-star establishment that 
instead performs the function of dormitory for the executive personnel o: 
toreig corporat LOS, 


(his being so, the authorities know full well that the development of tourism 
goes hand in hand with the creation of certain conditions, chiefly material 
aid intrastructural, Thus, for the project of constructing a touristic com- 
plex at Stora, an ancient Roman port located 3 kia from Skikda, the authorities 
ire tirst planning @ number of infrastructure projects before installing the 
complex itself. Stora, as the wali said, will become the Sidi-Fredj of the 
Skhikda wilaya. 


Education: no High School Built Since 1962 
‘Sidebar by A. Laib] 


fhe Skikda wilaya is in ninth place in the rate of schooling, with its 73 per- 
cent of educated pupils. The very poor enroliment infrastructure is responsible 
for the relatively low rate. In fact no high school has been built since 1962. 
[he two institutions of this type have a very limited capacity and the oniy 
gitis' high school, En-Nahda, dates from 1924, It has only 200 boarding beds. 


The tl-Larbi Tebesssi boys’ school, although more important, does not satisty 
the requests for admission to the boarding regime. 


fhe board of education tries to satisfy as well as can be expected the ex- 
pressed needs in school matters, at the primary as well as at the intermediate 
and secondary levels. 


by practising “veritable gymnastics" on the classroom curriculum, the board has 
managed to create tour additional secondary institutions. 


institutions that stay alive thanks to classes taken in the intermediate 
school, which itself struggles along with the heip of the primary school. 


fhe delay in school building is considered enormous. Hence a large-scale ac- 
tion to build a very iarge number of schools, CEMs [College of Intermediate 
studies, and two large-capacity high schools (1,000 piaces each, of which 3500 
are tor Poareers 


With rogard to teaching personnel, Skhikda’s iTE [Technical Education Institut: 
cont inmue to train some of them, the rest being suppiied by Constantine 


The board of education expects to Algerianize the intermediate course in i984 
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M — to be Regulated Loeaidy 


because they generally live very far ‘rom their schools, the children of the 
rural areas have to use the Most bizarre means to get there, Those who live 
on heavily-traveled roads are relatively better off than their comrades whose 
homes are iff isolated regions, 


As anh example, the children of the "Djenane Li-Anab" locality (on the Skikda- 
\:caba @ais) have to cut through by way of the mountain to reach beni-Bechir 
(Shikda=Constantine axis), or go along the Skikda-Azzaba-Constantine side road, 
in the hope of catching some means of transportation, 





A means presented in the form of--or rather, strangely resembling--a bus. A 
private bus belonging to a long-gone period, whose appearances are at once 
short and furtive. Absences, on the other hand, are curiously prolonged. 


Aware of the gravity of the situation, the wilaya leaders have taken over this 
phenomenon, which, one hopes, will come to an end with the creation of local 
government control and transportation syndicates in each commune. 


\lready, as an early temporary solution, the wilaya has endowed the communes 
with trucks equipped to transport pupils. Although many settlements are not 
yet affected, it is believed that all the difficulties having to do with 
school bus service will be ironed out in a very short time. 


Medea's Deve lopment 
Algiers REVOLUTION APRICAINE in Prench 1-7 Aug 80 pp 17-25 
[Article by Kamal Zemmouri: "Medea: the Development Dams"'] 


[Text] When one thinks of development and starts looking for its fruits, one 
sets out to enumerate the plants recently installed: the industrialization- 
development partnership has become one of our faults. if one leaves it at that 
for the wilaya of Titteri, one will quickly arrive at the conclusion that the 
wind of development has never blown on this immense territory in the center of 
the country. The total industrial investment in the region is ridiculous. 
Only Berrouaghia, with the SONACOME [National Mechanical Engineering Company) 
complex, has experienced a mini-industrial upheaval. Everywhere else the 
priority has been given to agriculture. Fate is fair. 


Medea a wilaya beyond all reproach. This at least is the message that men 

of the soil and the city will pass on; a message supported by a sometimes dry 
and arid countryside. The effects of the different development plans will 
constitute, according to the sacred word in this region, more of a “sprinkling” 
than anything cise. The former Titteri is immense. The new wilaya of Medea, 
aithough reduced to gore reasonable proportions, is nevertheless still very 
vast. The fruits of development, especially of the special program, are thus 
sometimes concentrated in an urban center, sometimes disseminated right in the 
country. So it is hard to draw up with the naked eye a first balance sheet of 








eri’ pecias program, as its Operations afe diverse ald ostentatiou 
‘Ne Spectaa’ will Rave given priority fairet to agracuiture, then to educa 
tion. Iinduetry occupied @ laughable place there, something about which fo 
ne dreams of COMplaaning, 


itus, to speak of the Titters “special” is chiefly to speak of agricuiture, 
Over a tourth of the credits will be dedicated to an integrated agricultural 
development plan for the region, As will be seen later on, the bases for 
tuture development existing today in this great region in the center of the 
country, have to do with union between bast and West, North and South, Another 
positive observation is the judicious nature of the sectors to which credits 
are aliotted, Above ali they have been eager for the region not to deviate 
trom its real economic vocation, but that it fortify it, with the help of the 


agricultural plan induced by the "special," and also by the famous Sidi- 
sLimane pian, 


ihe third wing that constitutes the basis of regional development: hydraulics. 


In that area there is Stagnation, Without these three elements nothing can be 
done downstream, 


the Medea wilaya is Situated on a privileged axis that supports most of the 
North-South traffic. This situation should enable it to play a decisive role 
in the national economy and consequently assure it of a swift and harmonious 
development. But the diversity of its geographical aspects is going to form 
resistance to prompt actions. 


With a total area of 8,704 square km, the Medea wilaya is divided into three 
large Natural zones: the north, where the mountainous teil forms a quasi- 
ontinuous band encircling the region from Ouarsenis to the Tablat massif, the 
center and the west, where the plains of the Tell are situated (the Merachadas 
and Beni-Slimane plains); lastly, the south, where the southern piedmont and 
the steppe plains are stretched out. 


However significant it may sees, however, the total area of these tones is on- 
1) one sixth of the area useful to the agricuiturail economy, the region's main 
economic activity. In fact, 77.5 percent of the wilaya's active population 
works if agriculture and makes a living for almost all of the regional popuia- 
tion, which is estimated at 48,3595 persons. 


ihe Titteri Special program made it possibie to immobilize 4 consideradie Mass 
of credits to enable the region to emerge from a chronic under-development. 
Agriculture, which with training sade off with the better part of the credits 
4S) percent and £6 percent), saved the region from the hazards of 4 rurai exo 
dus, as happened in other neighboring wilay@ ;the absence of heavy industrias 
solicitation made the peopie “cling” to agriculture, the region's future. 

ere are virtually fo shantytowns in the wilaya. The urbanization rate (22.9 


percent) is still very low (owt of 483,954 inhabitants, 350,586 live in rura 
areas 


he financial envelope granted by the government as part of the special [pr 
gram) was 1,000,000,000 DA, distributed as foilows $0 percent for education 
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aie training, 26 percent for industry and handcraft; 11.5 percent for hous- 
ifg, S percent for social equipment (hydraulics, 7.4 percent, tourism, 1 per- 
ent, transportation and communications, 7,8 percent; public health, | per- 
vent, administration, «.5 percent; wiscellaneous, 5 percent), 


More [han Tail-tnd Operations 


ihe litter: wilaya has undergone important changes, 48 much on the economic 
level by Means of the combined effect of investments in ail activity sectors, 
as on the territorial level as a result of the administrative division that 
made it possible to cut this immense territory down into more homogeneous 
areas, for greater efficiency and more strictness in the actions of men, by 
means of the appropriate structures. The economic transformation of the re- 
gion which, still a long way from having permanently eliminated the under-de- 
velopment, has nevertheless imprinted the irreversibility of its having sur- 
passed itself; this is basically due to the impetus of the special. Today it 
can be said that the program has been realized almost in its entirety; there 
remains only what specialists call "tail-end operations.” The order has just 
been given to bring all the special program operations to an administrative 
end, 





by acting more intensely than elsewhere on agriculture and training, the special 
program made possible 4 combined action on two factors fundamental to the eco- 
nomic take-off: man and the land. In education and training, the realization 
of the program enabled this region to be enriched by 2,000 primary classrooms, 

4 igh schools, a normal school, two teachers' training centers and 10 CEMs, 

for a total of 14,000 places. The rate of schooling thus will go from 32 per- 
cent in 1970 to 95 percent in 1980. This action was to be supported by the 
construction of a whole new sports and recreation infrastructure, including 

8 youth clubs, 6 multi-purpose rooms, 6 stadiums and 7 games areas, one swim- 
ming pool and one specialized center. 


The improvement in the standard of living of the region's citizens has been 
considerable. in housing, the former Titteri wilaya has received 2,000 indi- 
vidually-built housing units and 1,724 housing units, of which 511 are semi- 
urban, 


The road network has been expanded, thanks to the building of 95 km of wilaya 
roads and 539 wilaya lanes, to which are added the 72 km of the first plan. 


Under the heading of means of realization, corporations have been created to 
take charge of the planned projecis. Thus, the Wilaya Works Company, born in 
i971, has from its earliest years been entrusted with a fair number of pro- 
jects. SOREC-SUD [expansion unknown] and EPBTP [expansion unknown], two oth- 
er companies with regional interests, have reinforced the existing potential. 
The execution of the operations of the school program, which were launched on 
the terrain, are a good illustration of this strengthening of the y oe ca- 
pacities. Of the 13 CBMs and the 4 high schools (combined plans), TIT 


jexpansion unknown) is building 3 high schools and 5 CEMs, the EPBTP is build- 
ing 3 CMs, the Medea Communal firm is building 3 CEMs, the remaining 5 being 
entrusted to local private firms. 








rom SU pereent for agriculture to 4 pereent for heaith, the difference is 
very great and yet--the resuits are there and are eminentiy positive, consid: 
ring the low investment, Lfforts were focused in very precise directions, 
which) was apparent in the resolutaons recentiy taken by the Centrai Committee 
of the party in the national health policy area, The wilaya's health infra- 
structure is rather like what one finds elsewhere, that is to say a large. 
aie hospital center in the regional capital, several polyciinics scattered 
here and there, Also, the wilaya's authorities are concerned with drawing 

it. isolated populations closer in, by creating structures and training per- 
sonnel for communities of 100 inhabitants, There are 4 polyclinics and 14 
heasth centers for nearly 600 douars |[transiation unknown] of 100 to 1,500 in- 
habitants, for preventive and curative needs, Now the needs of the micro-com- 
munitic 100 inhabitants minimaa) are beginning to be considered. A mobile 
team is systematically "sweeping" the comaunes for one to two weeks, to ful- 
fili the population's real needs (vaccination, school hygiene, rural water 
treatment, diagnosis of tuberculosis and malaria, etc.). At the same time 
these trips provide complete knowledge of the health situation of the people 
aw are 4 palliative until such time as light structures can be established. 


Lasy access to health care is available today to 60 to 65 percent of the popu- 
lation, The 100 percent figure will be reached in 1990. 


since 1975 the Medea Paramedical School has been training people for the 
wilaya's own needs (local recruitment). Algerianization is going full swing 
SS percent of the physicians practising in rural areas are foreign). from 
150,000 in 1973 the number of consultations increased to 550,000 in 1979, 
aithough the personnel increased oniy one and a half times. The effort of the 
heaith workers should emphasized. "With 20 percent or 1 percent of the 
program authorization, he results would have been the same for the health 
sector,” we are told. A paradox? No, given the dispersed nature of the pop- 
ulation. The prospects for the third plan are clear: complete the putting in 
piace of average health structures and then one can speak of hospitals and in- 
proving hospital structures. 


The Best Part 


\griculture has had the best part of the "cake." What is more natural? It 

was necessary to set in motion a huge program of recovery and development of 

the soil \lso, studies of topography, sorphopedology, hydrology and socio- 

economics were carried out in their entirety. They made it possible to re- 
lease a development plan integrating water, stock raising, arboriculture, 
terrain for courses, defense and restoration of the soil and finally agrofood 
ndustry A complete process of development, in short. 


n the Medea wilaya the word “integration” is more than a theoretical idea 
sas in Meetings; it is a tangibie reality whose impact has been strength- 
ened through the years. in the four corners of the wilaya the countryside is 
tating on a new look. New lands are emerging trom the void, erosion is 
‘Arinking back on the @ountainous slopes where every year 4,000,000 (hectares 

t) arabic land were being ciiminated. Terraced crops have made their ap- 
pearance in the northern of the wilaya, right on the Teil; @ new perspective 
ior the peasants irees too, to which they were iittie accustomed, have sack 
a very Much Noticed ane no ie@ss appreciated entrance. 
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bevelopment of the road system has Made it possibie to vpeh up some ise- 

luted regions afd better disseminate socio-economic progress, The bases 

for a potential development effort are fow laid in the Titteri wilaya, to 
see that men do not allow this capital to be eroded, 


Uf the 950,000 hectares that make up the wilaya, 840,000 are agricultural 
and $30,000 form usable agricultural area, the SAU [expansion unknown) or 
prodvetive land. The remainder being in courses, pastures, ete. The agri- 
cultural land is divided as follows: 


selt-management: 58,500 hectares (40,000 SAU) 


LNRA [expansion unknown); 520,000 hectares (45,000 SAU--first and second 
phases of the RA [expansion unknown]. 


Private sector: $05,000 hectares (270,000 SAU), 
As may be seen, the private sector receives the lion's share. 


The agricultural investments of the special have been characterized by special 
parameters in the three geographic zones that make up this region: for the 
mountainous zones of the north, action has dealt mostly with strengthening 

the forested massifs, implanting fruit and grape orchards, and large cattle 
units. in the interior plains small cattle raising development has been car- 
ried out, with aviculture amd soil development. Finally, in the steppe- 
covered zones in the southern part of the wilaya, the main activity has been 
prospecting for and developing water sources, as well as course lands, with 
direct effects on the third phase of the Agrarian Revolution. 


fo examine these operations in detail, we note that in four years 2,000,000 
plants were distributed to the small producers of the region, making possible 
implantation of 1,000 hectares of vines for production of table grapes. The 
results of this operation were made complete by the creation of 92,000 work- 
ing days of work and 360 new permanent jobs. Every year sees additional pro- 
duction of 37,000 quintals of table grapes. Fruit arboriculture has been sub- 
stituted for food cereal crops which were in the wrong place on these slopes 
(i2 percent) where trees adapt better than anything else. The peasants are 
taking part in it today, and are pleased with this initiative, which has af- 
fected 3,000 hectares and created 744 new permanent jobs, with an annual fruit 
production of 109,400 quintals. 


The agricultural part of the "Medea special” has also been characterized by 
the putting in place of tree nurseries: 50 hectares of plants offer a pro- 
duction capability of 300,000 plants per year, making it poss.ble to cover 
250 hectares per year. Out of its own capabilities the Medea wilaya in 4 po- 
sition from now on to make its planting programs concrete. 


lo Gain Ground 


nder the heading of animal production, the “Medea special" has given birth to 
an infrastructure for promoting cattle raising. The goal of these cowsheds 








eich include 4 vilers, not Produce Miar r beet, we afte 
garth prole ' Wile ie rit pear ; « Ful Ory Ui ws if} whaenh 
* i veitormanee of Che beasts is the praficapase pPreOccupation Sihee 
Medea wilaya has put on the national Maranet 100 heifers per year, 
lw at ast that Many to be jmportes , vr an integral fore.gh currenhe) 
saving | ,U00O DA, inh thas Pegion in the center of the country we are wit- 
it ‘ig « seit-centered veveiopment guaranteeing the bases of agricuiturad de 
yeropmen it sutficieney Must be prov iuee first of all, then in a@ tuture 
tage, d nation to the border regions. she ifePease in beet wild De 
ul va md if Mila, 600, 00 Iiters pe? ear, ihese four cowsheds 
‘\ bie the creation of / few permanent speciaiized jobs. 
the teat of this integrated program one is witnessing the promotion of 
wiih stock Paising. Before the special went into operation there was vir- 
tidal © ayacuilure tradition in this region: marginal avicuiture being the 


panacea of af insignificant temale manpower, ihree criteria militated for 

at.on of an aviculture cooperative at Berrouaghia: the protein shortage, 
the improv@w rural income and the ciimatic conditions. They are "producing" 
one Gay's chachs are sold to the breeders) 200,000 chicks per year, again 
the mursery idea, AN annex is in charge Of veterinary care and the distribu- 
tion of adequate food, as well as populariting modern breeding methods. 


ie reg 1k avicultul center has already expanded beyond its original frame- 
ra, since breeders in neighboring wilayas are supplying themseives with 

ss trom Berrouaghia., Today it is believed that this development by the 
pecial is providing an additional wh seat production of 350 tons per year 


anu @ga procuction Of 1,200,000 Cees per year. 


it everything is not going well for this pilot center. The concern for piac- 
¢ aVicuitural workers, who are neither industrial workers nor farmers, uf- 


er the protection of @ legal status guaranteeing them sociai coverage they 
i be sure of, has caused the center to be transferred to the ONAB | expan- 
Lon URANOWN). He.il, Since then production seems to be pavwnmeting 

Apicuiture has ai attracted the attention of the programmers because a 

rr ,»0U0-dinar credit has been grantec for apicuiture promotion. in the 


pecial Nursery spirit in this wilaya, an intrastructure was set up to supply 
ives and swarms. Actions are being conducted, upstream and downstream, to 


extract and market the honey, 48 weil 48 to popularize the working Sethods of 
spacuiture Before the special there was a traditional apicuiture which was 
perated from the Cork O@a truns Now there are 1,000 apicuiturists with 
Vige @aperience i: mode! met nod: in tnaree vears 10,00 haves Nave veen Gis- 
fed Regiona y¥ production as gonmhe from <« to 3s tons per yea to 
J 

Th t Medea a muiti-servic veterinary cent: is Operationai: ii 

m impediment to the agricuiture services,” ire toid Ano‘ ner paradox’ 

was later expiained that the pianner had yperated i 4 i¥Y8U0 perspective, 
* " evervyt Ang was pe’ if & TaLionas OCONOMI peg NMANE. ihe a@ccumai ated 
delays in reaiizing the objectives of the special causes this center | ca 

wd of t siiaya’s overall agricultural development. it rotita 

‘ ' ia ways 








Ihe three aces Of agricultural development in the region illustrate the 


concern tor sateguarding the natural Dalance detween north and south, 

[his balance involves preserving speculations by favoring their integrated 
development, There is hope for implanting an agro-food industry (PMI 
eal. and sedium-sized businesses]) for conditioning and processing pro- 


ducts, 4 natural complement to an integrated agricultural development, The 
etfects of agricultural development on employment are of course sizable, 
but they alone will not solve the question of the future job market. Al- 
though it has been possible to contain the rural exodus, -aly the judicious 
establishing of units of small and medium-sized industries (adapted to the 
luck Of water and the region's interests) can be a solution, 


(0 Safeguard the Natural Balance 


Following the example of other wilayas, the Medea wilaya is not sheltered 

from vicissitudes due to its meager water capacity. Without water there is 

no development, agricultural or industrial. The rainfall in the wilaya varies. 
it goes from 500 millimeters in the south to 800 millimeters in the north. 
Subterranean potential is poor. As for hydraulics, the special program's in- 
pact represents 80 liters of water in 100 for the wilaya, which is chiefly 
concerned with the drinking water supply as well as numerous purification op- 
erations. However, given the scattered character of the population, it is 
still difficult to answer the growing needs; "From how many houses grouped 
together can one supply water at home?", they are wondering in Medea. The , 
criterion remains to be defined. The norms are 150 liters per day per inhab- 
itant in the cities. The figure is 120 in rural areas. These norms are rare- 
ly reached; in Ksar-el-Boukhari for example the inhabitant has only 67 liters 
per day at his disposal. Moreover, the imbalances between real and theoret- 
ical flow bring out serious water management problems; is it were necessary to 
aid up the quantity of water lost one would certainly arrive at frightening 
figures. For the city of Medea, every group of 50 houses has its own distri- 
bution system; there the situation is good, for the average threshold of 120 
liters per day per inhabitant is reached. 


All the settlements in the wilaya have been affected by the hydraulics pro- 
gram. Distribution systems in very good condition, often new, exist nearly 
everywhere. Unfortunately, as was emphasized about hydraulics, "we have too 
often found a total absence of maintenance, insufficient exploitation of the 
pumping stations, non-existence of individual water meters and flat rate tax- 
ation, which causes water cut-offs. Evaluation of needs satisfaction must 
obviously take these factors into account." 


siderable effort, often with limit.: means, has been made in hydraulics in 
Medea. 


\s for water supply for the industrial zones, this is provided from the urban 
systems. it is therefore the same water that is divided between the city and 
the industrial tone. By doing this Medea risks experiencing serious difficul- 
ties if radical measures are not taken. in fact, the city is currently being 
supplied by the treatment station of Oued Chiffa. The flow furnished by that 
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installation climbs to 10,000 cuble meters per day in winter and falls to 
6,000 cubie meters in summer. Which has led to launching projects for the 
transter of water from Oued Djir to this station anc harnessing sources in 

the city to compensate tor the summer shortage. However, this same stabilized 
tlow will not sutter because Medea is currently is giving Berrouaghia one 
third of the tlow supplied by Chiffa, It is anticipated that in the summer 

of 1981 this situation will be adjusted, since the regional capital will re- 
ceive trom Berrouaghia at that time 4,000 cubic meters from the Ghrib. With 
this reversal of the situation, Medea should no longer have water problems, as 
long as the antibiotics factory currently under construction is not put into 
operation, That industrial unit, in the excavation stage at this time, is 
expected to use 5,000 cubic meters of water per day in 1983 and 10,000 cubic 
meters of water per day in 1990, which is the equivalent of the consumption of 
the whole city. To prevent what would be a real catastrophe for the Medeans, 
it was decided that a direct Ghrib-Medea pipeline should be built, to accom- 
modate a flow of 24,000 cubic meters per day. Work is to begin in 1981. 


in purification and supply ot drinking water and industrial water it may be 
said that the situation is in good hands and if the delicate question of the 
management of this vital patrimony is settled, everything will go well in the 
future in the Medea wilaya. 


Nevertheless, the water question will not ve settled for all that. One of its 
basic aspects is still in question, the whole basis of the development of this 
region: irrigation. Irrigation with what? We have previously emphasized 
that water resources are laughable, the quality of the water when there is any 
is often mediocre. The wadis are not what the "perennial" specialists say 
they are; their flow is not only inadequate but very irregular. The wells 
yield less than 6 liters per second. 


Although special credits for hydraulics have been focused on answering social 
needs (AEP [expansion unknown] and purification), from now on stress will be 
placed on more ambitious projects, such as dams and water reservoirs. Here, 
optimism seems seriously affected. The five-dam project, which would have 
given this region national quality food granary, seems to be sleeping at the 
bottom of some drawer or other. The new Mitidja has not yet been born. The 
Beni-Slimane plain is waiting for water. On the hillside basins of this great 
valley thousands of trees have been planted, sometimes on family land. Fam- 
ilies have been moved and have converted to cther crops. 


Beni-Slimane is a plain of 270,000 hectares of which, if water flows profusely, 
5,000 to 6,000 hectares will be developed. After a long silence the project 
seems to be starting up again with the initiation of a number of projects: 11 
all told, of which six are in progress. 


But it was not without humor that we were told in Medea that the five-dam pro- 
ject had "fallen in the water." There lies the problem: without water in 
sufficient quantity, nothing of consequence, of regional or indeed national 
dimension, can really be done. Flight from responsibility? Everyone delights 
in laying the blame or someone else. ‘"Beni-Slimane began with a special pro- 
gram, then a decentralized program. then it was sitting on a centralized plan," 
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we were told in the wilaya, 


Meanwhile, the peasants of Beni-Slimane go on with their daily lives. 


This program has been neither abandoned nor 
Challenged, but it is nevertheless compromised by problems of realization, 


seventy 


percent of the land belongs to the private sector and there are 70 inhabitants 


per square km, 
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(HE WORKING POPULATION ACCORDING TO SEX AND ECONOMIC MILIEU 
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The project is defined by the "administrative" texts as "rural renovation is 
in agreement with the whole and with the overall result of the actions; when 
conceived and realizable according to a coherent plan, their goal is to cause 
all sectors of the economy to pass at the same time from the traditional or 
conventional state to the most modern state possible in an area determined by 
the national territory,'' and they add, "such conditions are only realizable 
with exacting preliminary planning and a massive intervention." 
have been the case for Abadla would not have been the case, at leasi for the 


moment, for Beni-Slimane. 


On the local level, what can be done is bei» done today. 
tions have resumed (develop}.g the hillside Lb» 


What would 


Reforesting opera- 


‘ins of the eventual water re- 
servoirs)--tree plantations are increasing--sylvan-pastoral areas are being 
developed (arboriculture, cultivation and stock raising in partnership). 














benleolimane 18 in &@ way a presentation of Algerian agriculture with its 


ins and Outs, on a reduced scale, 


then what is preventing this ambitious project trom seeing the light of day, 
this wealth trom blossoming? Water, always that indispensable water, which 
comes back like @ haunting leit-motif to remind us that without it nothing is 
possible. Well, we have learned: to save the plain trom silting up and 
guarantee its development, it is necessary to mobilize at least 60,000,000 
cubic meters of it. We note that on the Beni-Slimane plain, in the hillside 
basin of Oued |sser, superficial runoff has been estimated at 267,000,000 

cubic meters per year. Runoffs from the hillside basin of Chelif are mobilized 
by the Bouzghoul and Ghrib dams and are utilized in the wilayas downstream, 


Five dams tor a total capacity of 50,000,000 cubic meters should in principle 
Satisty the needs of the plain (Ladrat-Besbes-Annasseur-Mellah East and West). 
What is the status of these projects today? 


fhe Beni-Slimane is considered Isser's water reservoir, on which is based a 
very important hydraulic program, chiefly depending on the realization of a 
dam necessitating a holding capacity of 250,000,000 cubic meters. At the 
central level it would seem that this large-scale project--which is national 
and therefore a priority project--might run the Beni-Slimane hydraulic pro- 
ject. In Medea official and competent voices affirm that the five dams are 
called upon to pour their waters into the Isser wadi. The two projects are 
not contradictory, but highly complementary. 


The integrated Beni-Slimane program is thus dormant for lack of water, but al- 
so for lack of man's sensitivity at all levels. The populations of the high 
mountains who were displaced by reforestation are waiting for someone to solve 
their social situation, which solution is constantly being postponed for lack 
of an answer where the dams are concerned. No one can be satisfied with 
impromptu solutions indefinitely. New and profitable lands in the irrigated 
valley are the only compensation that can be offered to these people. In 
Beni-Slimane, the early optimism has suffered a blow. 


Actions currently being undertaken are of course an achievement, but they are 
Stagnating. Are we at the poiat where it is necessary to redefine Beni- 
Slimane's overall vision, on which all the projects were based? 


in this region, where the population is nearly 100 percent rural, the peasant 
has not been solicited very mich by the interveners. Motivation and populari- 
zation are two things unknown in Beni-Slimane. That has caused much damage 

in the management of investment. "When you tell a peasant his land is only 
good for DRS [Soil Reclamation Directorate], why then should he entrust to a 
business firm what he could do himself?" Cereal intensification, soil and 
crop improvement, DRS work, are so many operations with which the peasants can 
be intimately associated. The peasant must be helped to get away from the wel- 
fare mentality. Now, according tr what we were able to find out in Beni- 
Slimane, that is very far away. One of the wilaya's young officials told us 
in this connection that only the rural leadership can "provide the mental 


ability to assume development." 
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Special Program; Program Authorization for the Titteri Wilaya 


3/ 12 / 60.................... 339, 622, 000. 00 

MZO........ EEE 626, 938, 000. 00 

M/..... 848,788,000. 00 

M/2............. .. 979, 073, 000. 00 

MI/ B......... . .. . 1,047, 461, 000. 00 

Mi....... 1,019,754,000. 00 

BPO Tbe ccccceceseccecese 1,087,851,000.00 (new administrative division) 
BA/ 13/76. wc cccccccccccccccces 999,372,000. 00 

BASAA/TT. ccccccccacccccccces 981,288,000. 000 

DEPORT Fev ccsccccsceecccesees 841,654,000.00 (transfer of operations for 


the benefit of neighboring wilayas: Bouira, Djelfa, 
M'Sila, Tlaret) (operations sold off) 


BA/RA/TO. . ccccccccccccccscces 875,090,000.00 (reevaluation by the AP 
[expansion unknown] 


Source: SAPEC, Medea wilaya. 


What more is there to say of Beni-Slimane, this always-postponed answer to the 
needs of a whole region of the country, than that all the pitialls encounter- 
ed have already made possible a better approach to the macro-economic ceali- 
ties by contributing the solution to a number of theoretical problems. 


Independently of all the difficulties inventoried, the Beni-Slimane question 
has to do with project management. 


Like the Abadla, Haut-Chelif and Bou-Namoussa plains projects, this ambitious 
project must be supported by an exceptional! structure, given its integrated 
and exceptional nature. In acting thus, one will be in a position to affect 
the means--financial, material and human--, to provide the coordination that 
has been lacking so far, in order to put the project into a dynamic that it 
should always have. 


We will borrow our conciusion from the wali of Medea, who correctly commented 
that ''the Medea wilaya can, because of its proximity to the capital, contrib- 
ute toward deny oy migratory movements. It can play the role of buffer and 
also--and especially--the role of stopping place between Algiers and the 
south, thus making it possible (o provide the starting point for a true de- 
velopment policy for the territory, aimed at reconquering the high plateaus 
and the south toward a redistribution of the popu!ation, which we conceive 

as the priority for the coming decade." 
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LABOR SITUATION IN COUNTRY ANALYZED 
Kuwait Al-QABAS .. Arabic 15 Jul 60 p 17 


[Report on the Labor Conditions in Bahrain: “University Graduates Are 
Firet on Unemployment Liet; Bahrainis Receive Lower Salaries than Fo: tgnere”| 


[Text] The subject of labor is of basic importance, particularly to all 
Gulf nations. Due to the similar working conditions in these countries, 
they ail face the same problems. The workforce in ali the Gulf nations 
is divided into 2 major categories: 1) Local, represented by the national 
labor force; and 2) Poreign, represented by foreign (imported) labor. 


As an Arabian Gulf nation, Bahrain suffers from the same problem. The 
area's nations have been subjected to an influx of various foreign emigrants 
(from the Indian peninsula, Southeast Asia, the Philippines and Thailand). 
Thies immigration hae resulted in any new probleme, and has become so 

large that it ie difficult to assess the extent of the rieks of ignoring 
failing co deal with it in a programmed, ecientific manner. This quick 
review of the labor situation in Bahrain will dwell on sound labor conditions 
as visualized by some specialists, officials and researchers in the field. 
This does not mean that we will be able to cower and discuss this subject 
from every angle. But we will highlight the negative impact of the use 

of (foreign) labor on the national workforce in Bahrain, and the economic, 
social and political implications of the importation of labor for the 
@vernment. We will try to discuss, in a direct way, the reasons which 

led to the increased demand for foreign labor. We will then present 

some solutions which we find necessary to solve the labor problem in 
Bahrain. 


Reasons for Increased Demand for Labor 


Petroleum was discovered in Bahrain in 1932. During the following year, the 
@ vernment of Bahrain ved ite firet revenues from petroleum sapunting 
to 29,000 rupees (around € 2,000). During the past WO years, from 1936 to 
1965, total petroleum revenues were 2,673 ailiion rupees (around g 200 
aillion). 














These petroleum fevenues helped achieve better economic conditions, as a 
large number of those who worked in traditional businesses (pearl fishing, 
aeticulture and commerce) shifted to the petroleum industry (Bahrain 
Petroleum Company Limited, BAPOO, A distinguishing and useful economic 
feature of Bahrain ie its being 4 major seaport @idway between the East 
and the West, where ships (and previously sailboats) anchor for food 
suppites and fuel during their long journeys across the oceans. 


A eudden transition occurred, described by specialist as a “leap”: A 
transition from 4 traditional agricultural and fishing society to an 
industrial society, represented by the petroleum industry. 


in the 19708, Bahrain was trying to aove forward through industrial 
development. tite first industrial moves were: the establishment of the 
Aluminum Company of Bahrain (ALBA), which is an association of British, 
Swedish, French and American companies; the Bahrain Engineering Company; 
the fishing industry and other light and heavy industries, which are useful 
locally and to the Gulf in general due to the availability of natural 


According to 1965 statistics, there were 694 workers in the petroleum 
sector, 8,326 workers in the construction sector, 5,920 workers in 
retail commerce and 5,494 workers in the transportation sector. The 
number of workers in the fishing and agricultural sectors decreased to 
4,654 workers, most of them foreigners (particularly Omanis). 


At the beginning, the phenomenon of importing foreign labor was for the 
purpose of filling in managerial, administrative and technical positions 


in industrial projects, due to the area's shortage of sufficiently trained 
professional workers. Citizens ignored certain technical and scientific 
jobs as a result of competition represented by the imported, trained 
foreign workers. 


Groups of Workers 
Some specialists divide the foreign workforce in Bahrain into 4 groups: 


1. The Adminetrative and Highly Skilled Group. This group was initially 
brought in to fill major administrative positions in the industrial 
sector and in companies and organizations (in the private sector). 
Although they represent 4 very emall percentage of the incoming work- 
force, they cause problems and difficulties for local workers, because 
of their tendencies, as foreigners, to favor foreign workers, and because 
they insist on using the English language in all their daily transactions 
and correspondence. This problem clearly creates unemployment problem 
among both high school and university graduates. 





2. The Technica. Group. This group includes 4 list of technical 
professions such as: Engineers and assistant engineers, craftemen, 
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electficlans and sophisticated equipment operators. This group could have 
been eliminated, had there been an organized plan for training nationale. 
However, such 4 plan wae never taken up by government officials for serious 
consideration, 


Recentiy, the ainister of labor and social affairs, Shaykh ‘lea ibn 
Muhammad ai-Khalifa, resigned. We had presented to the cabinet futurletic 
projects that could help the local workforce, but the cabinet rejected or, 
te be precise, put of f consideration of these projects for fear of the 
risks involved in adopting these projects, or “national pian,” especially 
the project to form 4 “labor cowncti” which would ultimately direct the 
various aspects of labor affaire and oversee labor information policy in 
Bahrain. 


}. The Unekilled Group. Thies is the largest of the 4 groups, The sembers 
of this unekilled labor group are brought in from East Asian countries, 
India and Pakistan to fill the gap in the labor market. These perfor 
work that does not require any skille, but could be learned in time and 
through experience. These jobs include construction, cleaning, security, 
building roade and sewers, and other jobe that require a lot of physical 
effort. 


4. The Servant Group. This group is currently increasing. It specializes 
in house cleaning and child care. It is a resuit of social change--the 
disintegration of the family system. It also reflects the beginnings of 
change in existing social conditions, like women going to work. 


We would like to point out an important point here, which is that the 
concentration of imported labor in Bahrain in particular and the Gulf [area| 
in general has several political, economic and social implications. We wiil 
not dwell on this point or ite causes. A review of the percentages of 
imported versus local labor reveals the following: 


in 1970, imported labor [as 4 percentage of total labor| was 37.1. The 
percentage was higher for ecientific and technical positions (40,2 percent), 
still higher for managers, administrators and business managers (47 percent), 
and still higher for service workers (53.7 percent). 


We can see the picture gore clearly through Table i, which shows the 
percentage distribution of vocations within each of the local and taported 
work groups. This table shows the latest detailed statistics prepared by 
4a group of specialists. 


Unemployment and its Causes 


in recent years, the estimated rate of unemployment among females was 74 
percent, while it was 26 percent among males. However, most of the 
unemployed among both sexes are graduates of Arab universities and 
institutes. 
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On the other haed, there ts a group of employed nationals whe have clear 
problems, the mai. one being obvious discrimination in faver of imported 
labor in many waye--some financial and some, which are more important, 
mrai, This te known to and acknowledged by the officials, The officials 
my not acknowledge oye issues, but they cannot refute their exietence. 


Table Il indicates the relative distribution of national and imported 
workers according tc salary scales, based on the last statistics prepared 
in 1976-1977 by the Manpower Administration of the ministry of labor and 
social affaire. 


We can see the picture gore clearly through the following examples: 


. The Arab Company for Ship Building and Repairs employs 611 foreign 
and 359 local and Arab |non-Bahraini) workers. 


. The Bahrain Company for Ship Repaire and Engineering employe 464 
foreign and only 72 local workers. 


This is according to 1978 statistics. There are some industrial organiza~ 
tions that do not employ any local or Arab workers, such as the Gulf 
Aluminum Factories (95 foreign workers) and the Bahrain Marble Factory (30 
foreign workers). Even simple positions in these organizations are filled 
by foreigners. 


There are also simple and easy jobs, all or most of which are dominated 
by foreigners (such as tailors, carpenters, blackemithe, welders, and 
workers in restaurants, bath houses, agriculture, jewelry, hotels, etc). 


Suggestions and Solutions 


Based on these facts related to the labor force in Bahrain, which we have 
tried to state as briefly a8 possible, some suggestions and solutions have 
been made in economic, social and political etudies to overcome the barriers 
of neglect of and negativiem affecting the national workforce. The following 
are some of the proposed and visualized solutions: 


. The government should achieve effective coordination between the 
manpover, production and educational structures. This can be achieved 
through development plane which would bring about change and provide 

work and necessary training to the citizens of this country. This requires 
an overall reorganization of present conditions through 4 program based 
on ecientific precision. 


. Educational and training sethods (technical and vocational) should be 
organized, developed and planned. Sound objectives and policies for the 
development of human resources in the country and raising their productive 
levels to meet development requirements should be drawn un. 








. The government should work on “Bahrainiging” all positions and professions 
in the government and private sectors, The English language should not be 

a prerequisite for any job. Inetead, all organisations must be required to 
use the Arabic language in all their daily transactions. Work should be 
vuadertaken to qualify and train graduates to be eligible to work, acquire 
experience and achieve personal development and competence. 


. The government should discontinue the policy allowing the transfer of 
sponsurehip lof foreign workers) within the government and private sectors, 
#0 a6 to control the influx of [foreign] labor and achieve stability. 


. More organizational and legal measures eh uld be taken to check the 
illegal entry of foreign workers. Aleo, Arab workers should be brought in 
when qualified local workers are not available. 


. The government should stop the trade in and exploitation of foreign 
workers for personal profit. This trade takes two forms: 


a. The worker paye 4 specific amount to his sponsor, ranging from 150 to 
250 dinare annually for non-technical workers, and from 250 to 400 dinars 
for technical workers. This amount is paid to the sponsor in return for 
hie allowing the worker to reside and work in the country. 


b. The second form of trading in foreign labor is through visas or work 
permite. The increase in the volume of trading in foreign workers is 

a result of the many gape that exist in the present system, and the lack 
of a sense of responsibility and strict application of the law. 


. The government should plan and program the opera'ion of importing foreign 
labor so that no surplus should develop in certain svecialities in excess 
of the actual development requirements of the local economy. 


. The government should provide the necessary protection to local workers. 
They should be given incentives and priority, and provided with necessary 
health ineurance and social security benefite. 


These solutions are almost identical with those of the scientific studies 
[presented at] the recent symposium held to study the dimensions of economic 
and social development in the Arabian Gulf. 





Table I 
Type of Work Citizens Incoming Percentage of 
Workers Incoming 
__Workers 
Technical 6 Scientific 7.6 8.7 40.2 
Administrative 6 Business 
Managers 1.4 2.2 47.0 
Businessmen 10.4 5.7 24.4 














Ketailere 10,7 
Services 12.2 
Agriculture & Fishing 8.2 
Production 6 Transportation 45.2 
Miscellaneous Trades 4.3 

TOTAL 100 % 


[Last columm represents percentage of incoming workers to total workers 


for each category | 


Table Il 

Salary Ranges Bahrainie 
Ain dinars) 

40 = 60 7.6 

70 = 49 13.3 

90 - 119 25.4 

120 = 159 40.3 

160 = 249 11.0 

250 - 599 2.8 

600 or mre 16 % 


[Data are as published) 
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5.7 
23.9 
5.0 
46.4 
0.9 


100 % 


7.1 
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GUIDANCE TO REDUCE NATLONAL OLL CONSUMPTION URGED 
Cairo AL=BATRUL in Arabic Feb-Apr 80 pp 18-21 


[Article by Yahya Muhammad Zamzam: “The Way to Guide 011 Consumption in 
Egypt”) 


[Text] The high rise in ofl prices should alert responsible officials in 
Egypt to 4 number of serious matters. The most important of these is the 
necessity for moderation in the consumption of of] and the need to hasten 
the search for alternative sources of energy. This must be done to con- 
serve Egypt's petroleum reserves, which are still in the ground, for a 
longer period of time. 


There are many ways to ineatitute guidance for oil consumption in Egypt. 
But whatever method of guidance is chosen, it must depend upon changing 
some of our national habits, which are no longer in keeping with methods 
of development in the world. Among the most important methods of guiding 
oil consumption are the following: 


1. The weekend should be 2 days for all government institutions, except 
achools and universities. 


2. Television transmissions should end at 11 P.M. 


3. Working hours in both public and private sector commercial establish- 
ments should not be broken into 2 periods. 


4. Work in all state institutions should begin at an early hour, and ve 
should go back to usine summer daylight saving time. 


5. The only commercial establishments permitted to stay open from 6 P.M. 
to 11 P.M. would be restaurants, grocery stores, coffee houses, and phar- 
macies. 


The high and rapid rise in world oil prices, which has been accompanied by 
tremendous jolts to the economies of the nations of the world; the rise 
in the prices of industrial goods; and the skyrocketing prices of gold, 
have become a cause for dismay and alarm. Why have we had this tremendous 
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rise in oil prices and what are its effects on the Egyptian consumers and 
the Egyptian economy? 


Will the various Egyptian government agencies fail to take quick and posi- 
tive action to inatitute and firmly implement methods of guiding oil con- 
sumption in Egypt? Consumption of all types of petroleum products is in- 
creasing daily, at very rapid rates. It is both exhausting the country of 
much of ite foreign currency reserves and preventing it from exporting in- 
creased amounts of oil. 


In Egypt, ofl ie the source of everyday life in .he domains of energy, indus- 
try and transportation, and will continue to be so at least until the end 

of this century. Egypt, thank God, has sufficient oil for itself and ex- 
ports about 40 percent of ite ofl production to other countries. O41 still 
occupies first place among Egypt's exports. For this reason, it is our 

duty not to squander this scarce and valuable source of wealth in the space 
of just a few years. If this happens, we would have to start importing oil 
(energy) from abroad at very high prices. This would constitute a tremen- 
dous drain on our reserves of foreign currency at our present stage of 


development. 


We must al@o take into account the fact that alternative sources of energy 
such as solar energy and wind-generated energy are still in the experiment- 
al stage. Here in Egypt, solar energy could become a basic source of energy 
in view of the fact that Egypt enjoys sunshine the year round. Also, it 
would be possible to utilize wind-generated energy in the coastal areas. 
Likewise, in both Upper Egypt and the Delta, it would be possible to gener- 
ate additional energy using plant and animal remains. 


For this reason, we should conserve petroleum not only to use it as fuel, 
but to use it as 4 raw material in many existing industries, such as the 
fertilizer, iron and steel, and petrochemical industries. 


In spite of the fact that petroleum on the world market has undergone numer- 
ous price increases, its local prices for Egyptian consumers have not been 
affected by these increases. To realize the dimensions of the problem which 
we will be talking about, and for us to know the value of each drop of 
petroleum we consume, we must be aware of world market prices of petroleum 
products consumed in Egypt. We must then compare them with the local prices 
for which these products are sold to Egyptian consumers. They are shown in 
the following table: 
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World Market Sales Price 





Product Price (15 Nov to Egyptian 
79) (CIF) Consumers* 
Eg. Pounds Bg. Pounds 
Bottled gas (per cylinder) 3.950 0.650 
High-octane gasoline (per liter) 0.207 0.130 
Regular gasoline (per Liter) 0.200 0.110 
Kerosene (per liter) 0.223 0.030 
Solar [fuel] ofl (per liter) 0.226 0.030 
Magut (per ton) 105.000 7.500 





*Takes into account an increase of 20 milliemes per liter of gasoline and 
5 milliemes per liter of kerosene, solar oil, and diesel oi! which went 
into effect 15 December 1979. 


The above table suggests that the government is taking great pains to pro- 
vide Egyptian consumers with their needs of petroleum products at prices 
which are far lower than world market prices. It is doing this by provid- 
ing a subsidy amounting to about a billion dollars in foreign currency 
(the difference in amount between what Egyptian consumers pay for petrol- 
eum products, at local prices, and the world market prices of these pro- 
ducts). This situation alerts us to the necessity of guiding consumption 
in Egypt without raising the prices of petroleum products, except in the 
case of some products which will be mentioned later on. This is because 
any increase in local prices imposed by the government would affect the 
prices of many everyday commodities and needs such as bread, agricultural 
products, industrial products, etc. 


It is clear from the prices appearing in the above table that a cylinder 
of bottled gas is sold to the Egyptian consumer at about 16 percent of the 
cost of importing it. Also, gasoline is sold to the Egyptian consumers at 
about 60 percent of the world market price, and kerosene and solar [fuel] 
oil are sold to them at about 13 percent of world market prices. Finally, 
the price of a ton of mazut to consumers in Egypt is about 7 percent of its 
world market price. 














We should bear in mind that in Egypt petroleum is our principal energy re- 
source. We should know that water-generated electric power (from the High 
Dam and elsewhere) constitutes only about 10 percent of the total energy 
utilized in Egypt. In addition to this, petroleum is atill the raw mater- 
ial used to produce more thana third of the electricity generated in Egypt. 
This use is increasing at a rate which constitutes a cause for alarm. If 
we consider these circumstances which govern oil consumption in Egypt, and 
take into consideration the constant increase in population, we can under- 
stand the increase of about 50 percent in ofl consumption which took place 
during the S-year period 1973-1978, 


There has been a noticeable and unusual annual increase of 18 to 20 percent 
in the consumption of bottled gas. The fact is that Egypt imports about 

70 percent of the bottled gas which it consumes from foreign countries at 
unbelievably high prices, the current price being 450 dollars per ton (the 
equivalent of 315 Egyptian pounds). This is in addition to expenses incur- 
red in Egypt for transportation, storage and delivery of the bottled gas. 
At the same time, a ton of bottled gas is sold to Egyptian consumers at a 
price of 52 Egyptian pounds. This means that the Egyptian government pays 
263 Egyptian pounds for every ton of bottled gas consumed. The amount of 
bottled gas expected to be imported in 1980 is 281,000 tons. This means 
that the subsidy paid by the government for this quantity of bottled gas, 
so that it may be sold to the consumers at a price of 65 piasters per cyl- 
inder, will amount to about 74 million pounds. 


For this reason, all government agencies should make it their national duty 
to guide oil consumption in Egypt. It should be the goal of all of us to 
strive toward optimum and more efficient use of petroleum products so that 
we may economize and conserve. The reason for this is that every barrel 

of oil which the country conserves and does not consume can be exported 
abroad to earn revenue in foreign currency, which can be used to finance 
development projects, raise our standard of living, and support the nation- 
al economy. 


We urgently need to begin right away to put into practice methods of guid- 
ing oil consumption, and must see to it that the benefits from petroleum 
product subsidies are enjoyed by those who are entitled to them. Since 
this is the situation, the most appropriate thing for us to do is to begin 
right now to study and apply scientific means and methods of sound conser- 
vation in oil consumption. We must utilize all the media to promote oil 
conservation awareness among our citizens, and we must explain the dimen- 
sions of the situation and its importance in relation to the future of 
Egypt. We must also urge all of our citizens, wherever they may be, to 
cooperate in the implementation of this policy of conservation. We can al! 
do so by borrowing some of the methods of energy conservation which have 
been successfully applied by oe advanced industrial countries. We should 
borrow the methods which f . our circumstances and which would be easy to 
implement, especially if they do not involve any investments for which the 
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government would have to aseume the financial burden. Some of these con- 
servation ideas are as follows: 


|, Spreading Oil Conservation Awareness 


Thia involves preparing guidlines for conservation in oil consumption, and 
publicizing them through all the information media; keeping track of how 
they ace implemented; organizing information campaigns; calling upon all 
economic enterprises to participate in this program; and establishing 
criteria for measuring conservation. This is a task for the Higher Council 
for Energy. 


2. Non-Centralized Approach in Implementation 


This means that each government, industrial, or economic unit is considered 
responsible for implementing energy conservation guidelines and keeping 
track of the success which is achieved in this regard. Each unit or enter- 
prise which consumes large quantities of energy must assign an engineer, 
responsible for energy affairs, to monitor energy consumption and apply 
conservation methods. He should periodically make a presentation of data 
regarding energy consumption and the conservation which has been achieved, 
and should draw a comparison between these data and those of previous 

time periods. 


3}. Two-Day Weekends 


All state institutions including banks and companies, (with the exception 
of alrge stores), should change their weekend from | to 2 days. There is 
no doubt that this would lead to conservation of a great deal of the ener- 
gy used to run buses, trains, subway lines, and private cars, as well as 
the energy used for elevators, lights, and air conditioners. However, 
large public sector stores should be open during this 2-day weekend so that 
people who are employed in state agencies would be able to take care of 
their needs. The weekend for people working in these stores should con- 
sist of | weekday. 


4. Business Hours of Commercial Establishments Should Not Be Broken Into 
Two Periods 


Business hours for these establishments should be from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M., 
with a half-hour rest period. This system would bring about a large saving 
in the energy used for light and air conditioning in these establishments. 
At the present, they are open till 9 P.M. In addition to this, under the 
new system, employees of these establishments would be using transportation 
from their homes to work and back two times a day, instead of four times, 
as at present. 

















As Egypt is a country which has 4 hot summer, when the sun rises early 

in the day, Egyptians should make use of the length of their day during 
this season, During the summer, work in state agencies should begin 
earlier. This syatem would bring about definite conservation in the con- 
sumption of energy and would not require any investments on the part of 
the government. 


6. Television Transmission 


Television transmission should end at 11 P.M... The authorities should 
reorganize the schedule accordingly. 


7. Bottled Gas 


We should hasten to implement the plan to supply residences with gas through 
a pipeline distribution system. This would mean that the government would 
save a great deal of the money it spends every year to import approximately 
70 percent of the country's needs of bottled gas. Another suggestion is to 
recuce the subsidy paid by the government when this product is distributed. 
This could be done by selling bottled gas to embassies, foreign enterprises, 
and hotels which operate in Egypt at prices which approximate the import 
prices of bottled gas. Ordinary consumers of bottled gas could receive 
coupons with which to buy cylinders of bottled gas at prices subsidized by 
the government. 


8. Gasoline 


There has been a noticeable and unusual increase in the number of vehicles 
on Egypt's highways and streets. There is no doubt that one reason for 
this increase is the low price of gasoline for consumers in Egypt. Another 
reason is the open-door policy which the country has pursued. All of this 
has led to an unusually high annual increase in gasoline consumption--15 
percent a year. To put the brakes on this increase and guide gasoline con- 
sumption, the government has raised the price of a liter of gasoline by 

20 milliemes. 


9. Traffic and Transport 





a. Concentrating on the government sector (the civil service and the mili- 
tary) to control gasoline consumption. This could be done by assigning a 
monthly ration of gasoline for each public sector vehicle or car pool. 


b. Regulating traffic in places where traffic jams occur at certain hours 
of the day. 


c. Promoting the use of car pools by private car owners living in the same 
areas. 
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Broadcasting immediate bulletins over radio and television concerning 
atreets and roads where traffic has been detoured because of accidents or 
road repair, ao that no traffic jame or bottlenecks may occur. 


e. Implementing beltway projects around the city of Cairo to help elim- 
inate traffic james and bottlenecks inside the city which cause an increase 
in fuel consumption. 


f. Improving the service and operation of single-fare buses in order to 
encourage private car owners to use these buses. This would decrease the 
use of private cars in some areas. 


g. Encouraging the use of emall cars. This could be done by lowering 
their prices, reducing the customs fees paid on them, and increasing the 
tax on larger cars. Also, an appeal should be made for vehicles travel- 
ing on fast highways to reduce their speed. 


h. Decreasing, as much as possible, the long-distance transportation of 
all types of goods by means of trucks. This method of transport is costly, 
as it entails the consumption of large quantities of fuel. Transportation 
of such goods should be done more and more by other more economical means, 
such as ratlroad and river transport. In the case of river transport, 
though, it will be necessary to eliminate the obstacles which prevent easy 
use of the Nile River and inland-shipping canals, on a large scale, as 
means of transport which serves the national economy. 
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EGYPT 


EGYPTLAN NATURAL GAS RESOURCES OUTLINED 
Cairo AL-BATRUL in Arabic Feb-Apr 80 pp 8-10 


[Article by ‘Abd al-Hadi Qandil, vice president for operations of the 
Egyptian General Petroleum Agency: "Natural Gas") 


[Text] It has been 10 years since natural gas was discovered in Egypt 
in commercial quantities. The first natural gare «| to be discovered 
was the Abu Madi field, in the northern part of ..1e ve ta. Then, the 
Abu al-Gharadiq field was discovered in the Wer en Desert. This was 
followed by the discovery of the Abu Qir offsho: © ©°:.cal gas field in 
the northern part of Abu Qir Bay. 


The appearance of natural gas definitely helped to change the pattern of 
consumption of petroleum products in Egypt. Industrial enterprises began 
to use natural gas as a fuel instead of mazut. This is becuase it is 

easy to handle and circulate natural gas, and becuase the use of gas in 
industrial furnaces and machinery reduces the cost of maintaining them. 
This is particularly true of Egyptian natural gas, because it is completely 
free of sulphur compounds which subject furnaces and machinery to corro- 
sion. In addition to this, gas has a higher thermal value than does 
mazut. Natural gas contains 23,000 British thermal units per rotl, where- 
as mazut contains only 18,000 Britieh thermal units per rotl. 


Consumers of natural gas do not require the construction of warehouses for 
storage of their fue’. This means less capital investment and lower opera- 
tional costs, and this helps to cut costs for industrial projects. 


Another advantage of natural gas is the geographical location of its fields. 
In terms of economics, it has been very fortunate that Egypt's natural gas 
fields are close to the industrial regions and power plants. The power 
plants have already begun to utilize natural gas instead of mazut, partic- 
ularly in gas-powered units, for generating electric power. Recently the 
electricity sector has expanded its »rogram of constructing such units. 


Natural Gas Fields 


1. The Abu Madi field: Natural ga, reserves in this field total 20 bil- 
lion cubic meters. This would be eough to setisfy consumption for 20 
years, on the basis of extracting gis at a rate of 3 million cubic meters 


per day. 
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2. The Abu al-Gharadiq field: This field has reserves of 20 billion 
eubi: meters, This would be enough to satisfy consumption for 20 years, 
on the basie of extracting gae at 4 rate of 3 million cuble meters per 
day, 


3}, The Abu Oir offshore field: Thie field has reserves of 27 billion 
cubic meters, Thies would be enough to satisfy local consumption for 
30 yeais, on the basie of extracting gas at 4 rate of 3 million cubic 
meters per day, 


Exploitation of the Natural Gas Fields 
Exploitation of the natural gas fields began in 1975, ae follows: 


1. The Abu Madi field: Gas from thie field is being supplied to the 
fertilizer plants in Talkha and is being used instead of naphtha, which 
is now being exported, 


Also, preparations are being made to supply the power plant in Talkha with 
natural gas, to be utilized in place of solar (fuel) ofl with particular 
properties which is being imported, at high cost, especially for power 
plants. 


Likewise, natural gas, in place of mazut, will be used by the textile, 
dye, and supply companies in al-Mahallah al-Kubra. 


At the present time, the daily yield from this field is valued at about 

$500,000. In coming years, the effective yield will go up to about §! mil- 
lion, a8 4 result of conserving large quantities of naphtha and magut, and 
as 4 result of saving money utilized to importing special solar [fuel] oil. 


2. The Abu al-Gharadiq field: Exploitation of gas from this field began 
in 1978, when its gas began to be supplied to the cement production plants 
in the Hulwan and Turah areas, a8 well ae to the iron and steel plants in 
Hulwan. it has replaced mazut. The result of this has been 4 saving in 
the consumption of mazut to the tune of about half a willion dollars per 
day. in addition to this, there has been an increase in the rate of pro- 
duction in companies which utilize gas. 


3. The Abu Qir offshore field: This field began to be exploited in 1979, 
when its gas was supplied to the fertilizer plants in Abu Qir and nearby 
power stations. The yield of this field has been valued at about 400,000 
dollars per day. This corresponds to the value of the quantities of 
naphtha and mazut, otherwise consumed in these areas, which it has been pos- 
sible to conserve. 


Use of Natural Gas Instead of Liquefied Gas in Homes 


Home fuel consumption basically depends on butagas [bottled gas), both for 
gas ranges and hot-water tanks. Local production of this commodity is not 
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nearly enough to meet the needs of the population, This has led to the 
importing of large quantities of it in order to meet consumer demand 
which is increasing every year, at rates of more than 15 percent annually, 
for this reason, the Eeyptian General Petroleum Agency has undertaken a 
study on implementation of a project to supply residential areas with nat= 
ural gas instead of bottled gas. This will result in a saving of foreign 
currency which is used to import the bottled gas, 


Ae a firet phase of this project, it has been planned to supply natural 
gas to residential areas in Hulwan, al-Ma'adi, Madinat Nasr, and Heliopolis. 
These locations have been chosen for the following reasons! 


i. These areas are on the outekirte of Cairo. 


2. Residences, a6 well as street planning in these areas, are appropriate 
for initiating implementation of the project. 


3}, These areas are presently experiencing population growth, and will con- 
tinue to do eo in the future, It will be feasible to set up natural gas 
distribution systems similar to those for other utilities such as electri- 
city, water, and telephones. 


4. In these areas, it will be easy to begin setting up natural gas distri- 
bution systems. They will be compatible with those for other utilities, 
such a6 water, electricity, and telephones. 


At the present time, thie project has begun to be implemented, and it is 
expected to be completed by 1982. 


Savings Which Will Result From Household Use of Natural Gas 


it is estimated that the initial quantities of natural gas which will be 
used will be about 200,000 cubic meters per day. 


This is the equivalent of about 80 tons of bottled gas per day. This 
amount will increase gradually till it reaches 600,000 cubic meters 4 day, 
that is, the equivalent of 240 tone of bottled gas per day. At current 
import prices, thie quantity of bottled gas costs about $120,000 4 day. 
Using natural gas will aleo relieve the government of some of the burdens 
it is assuming. For example, there will be 4 saving in the use of the 
cylinders necesesary to provide bottled gas service. it takes two cylind- 
ers to service each cylinder in the possession of the consumer, and the 
government pays for thie. This is in addition to the expenses of filling 
the cylinders, transporting them, inepecting them, reconditioning thea, 
etc. 





Price of Supplying Natural Gas to Consumers 


Pricing policies are always subject to nation-wide government planning. 


This is because the government often chooses to provide price support for 
4 product in order to provide price stability to the consumer. 











There ie no doubt that the government will devete special attention to 
this subject, because it wants to assess the cost of providing services 
to the coneumer, 


Possibilities of Producing Liquefied Gas Prom Natural Gas 


Methane and ethane are considered to be the basic components of natural 
gae wiich has been discovered and is currently exploited in Egypt's fields. 
They constitute about 90 percent of the components of our natural gas. 

The remaining part consists of heavy hydrocarbon components which are 
extracted in condensed form and which are redietilled, resulting in gaso= 
line, kerosine, and solar (fuel) of]. However, there is a considerable 
proportion of propane and butane in the gas from the Abu al-Gharadiq 
field. This propane and butane is extracted and carried to locations 
where it is bottled in gas cylinders. in thie way, the Petroleum Agency 
is trying to make optium use of the compounds of Egypt's natural gas. 


Future of Natural Gas in Egypt 


The three natural gas fields currently being exploited are considered to 
be the nucleus around which other fields, rich in natural gas, will be 
discovered. A lot of data has been collected which justify optimiem about 
euch further discoveries in the Delta area. Since our goal is to make 

full uee of the prtroleum and gas we produce, serious steps are being taken 
at the present time to implement the project dealing with collecting 
associated gas in the Gulf of Suez area. The gas ie being collected there 
in order to use it in fertiliser and cement manufacturing projecte as wel! 
as in electric power plante in Suez. it will be supplied to this area by 
meane of a pipeline which will go from the Shuqayr area to the Suez area. 


Current Uses Made of Natural Gas 

Natural gas is currently used in the following ways: 

1. As @ processing saterial in the manufacture of fertilizers ae well as 
iron and steel. Preparations are also being made to utilize it in the 
sponge iron project in al-Dakhilah. 

2. As fuel for the fire in the furnaces of cement plants, electric power 
plants, and textile mills. There, it is used in place of magzut and solar 
[fuel) ofl. 


3. As 4 replacement for liquefied petroleum gas (butagas) for household 
purposes. 
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PLANNING PROCESS DISCUSSED, NEED FOR IT EMPHASIZED 
Cairo AL=-BATRUL in Arabic Feb-Apr 80 pp 14-17 


[Article by ‘Abd al-Pattah al-Bardi, director of the Planning and Pollow- 
up Division of the Egyptian General Petroleum Agency: “Development Plan- 
ning in Petroleum Sector”) 


[Text] The General Importance of Planning 


One of the basic aime of any society which strives to achieve progress is 
to raise the standard of living of all of the individuals of that society. 
There are two routes one can follow to achieve this objective: 


1. Inerease productive capacity by adding new productive resources, or 


2. Improve the utilization of current productive capacities, that is, 
raise productive efficiency. 


To determine the manner and priority of following either of these two 
courses, one must engage in definite planning which incorporates the objec- 
tives to be achieved and the means by which they are to be achieved. 


Planning is considered to be one of the gost important principles of modern 
administration. In its general sense, planning means preparation for the 
future. The process of planning basically begine with the hypothesis that 
the future shall differ from the present. For this reason, it is necessary 
to become thoroughly familiar with the present situation in order to be 
able to plan for the future. The process of making predictions for the 
future is considered to be the first essential step in the overall planning 
process. Its purpose is to visualize the best possibilities the future 
holds in order to prepare appropriate alternative plans. 


The prediction process requires collecting facts which pertain both to the 
past and to the present. After this is done, and after an analysis is made 
of all relevant factors which influence the conditions of society, an 
assesement is made of future circumstances and neede--both for the near 
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and distant future, Careful prediction is the basis of the hypotheses on 
which planning is based, Good planning relies on the degree of effort and 
care taken in the preparation of data concerning the past and the present. 
Thies ie because these data are the basis for outlining the strategy of 
the prediction process, and, consequently, of the planning operation, 


Planning and Government Commitments 


The government has committed itself to responsibilities which exceed ite 
resources and capabilities, in addition to ite responsibility to defend 
and liberate the land, it hase undertaken: 


|, The responsibility to guarantee employment or self-employment for 
everyone, 


2. The responsibility to provide social welfare in terme of housing, health, 
education, and services, 


3, The responsibility to protect administration of all state institutions 
as well as most of the production enterprises. 


5. The responsibility to make goods available to the masses and supply 
basic goods and services at prices which are often less than their real 
cost. Lt does thie by means of both direct and indirect subsidies. 


Responsibility for these commitments has led to the fact that the burdens 
being assumed by the Egyptian economy are guch greater than the resources 
it is able to draw upon, including resources provided by the efforts of 
Egyptians and those obtained by attracting foreign capital. 


it is clear, then, that planning cannot take place in either a partial or 
haphazard fashion. It has to be basic and comprehensive. Otherwise, 
efforte which go into planning--no matter how intensive they quite often 
are~-will be in vain. Thus, the problems of planning must be dealt with 
by means of a complete and integrated approach. 


The Progress of Egypt's Development Plan 


In the late fifties, Egypt began to use the methods of short-term planning 
(in most cases, annual planning). Egypt drew up ite first 5-year plan in 
1960 with the object of doubling Egypt's national product in 10 years. 
However, although this was an integrated plan with defined economic and 
social objectives, it was overcome by the economic conditions and major 
changes which followed the issuance of the nationalization decisions in the 
middle of 1961. The result was that the first 5-year plan no longer ex- 
pressed the aims of the new Egyptian society. 


In the second development plan, which was for the years 1965 to 1969, the 


emphasis was clearly on the production of goods and the establishment of 
basic industries in an effort to bring about progress in the national 

















economy, A large proportion of the plan's investments was concentrated 
on heavy industry. in view of the economic circumstances which prevail- 
ed during the greater part of thie time period, we find that the following 
considerations were observed in preparing assesaments of the investments 
needed for some of the years of the plan: 


1, Postponing completion of past projects which had not been implemented 
to any great degree. 


2. Slowing the pace of construction down to the necessary minimum. 


3}. Postponing new projects which, by their very nature, could be put off 
without causing any harm to the national economy. 


Then, from 1970 to 1977, planning was done on an annuel basis. Wartime 
conditions made it necessary to give a strong impetus to projects which 
would bring immediate results or which would basically serve the needs of 
the war or the domestic front. As a matter of fact, the economic, politi- 
cal, and social problems faced by Egypt during the previous periods, in 
spite of the existence of 5-year plans, forced Egypt to resort to planning 
on an annual basis in most cases. This was because making predictions for 
periods of time of more than | or 2 years was considered impossible, due 
to the high frequency of surprise developments. 


But things have changed nowadays. There is no doubt that the nature of 
planning today differs from the concept of traditional annual planning 
which was applied before. Planning nowadays is carried out on the basis 
of profound study of problems and factors of change, both nationwide and 
by sectors. Studies make use of past experience and of forecasts relating 
to the time period of the next plan within a framework of long-range plan- 
ning and a comprehensive cultural strategy. 


Planning of this sort clearly requires additional effort, work, and time. 
It also requires mature study and creative thinking consistent with the 
nature of the economic, social, and political factors of change. 


it is on the basis of these principles that 5-year plans began to be pre- 
pared in Egypt as of 1978. According to these principles, if a change in 
circumstances should occur, it would call for partial or isolated correc- 
tive action without tampering with the “basic strategy." The latter de- 
fines the general direction toward achieving society's greater objectives 
in the future and in the long run. 


Determining the Priorities of Investment Planning Factors 


On the national level, the objective of the development plan is to guaran- 
tee proper use of capital to increase production, and to guarantee that 
there will be a balance between the production of goods and services. 
Another objective is the achievement of social justice. 
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Defining the plan's objectives, or defining the dimensions of the economic 
problem, is what determines the manner of choosing and determining the 
plan's investment factors, We clarify below the most important elements 
which affect determination of the order of investment priorities: 


1, The large deficit in the balance of foreign trade. 


2. ‘ive inability of national investmente=--savinge=<to meet the demands 
required by economic and social development. 


5}, The failure to reformulate ideas of development strategy to keep pace 
with the requirements of the nation's people. 


Ae a result of this, alternatives have arisen on the basis of which the 
priorities of the investment plan in the country can be determined. These 
alternatives may change as the yeare go by, or as implementation factors 

or economic or social conditions may change. On this basis, determination 
of the priorities of the investment plan could be as follows: 


a. Implementing necessary projects for replacement and renovation in order 
to maintain productive capacities and raise productive levels. Renovation 
of plants with worn-out machinery inciudes supp ying them with modern indus- 
trial technology to improve quality, cut costs, and eliminate bottlenecks. 


b. Hastening to complete projects which are currently being implemented, 
on a priority basis. This should particularly apply to projects whose ia- 
plementation is well under way or which are very near completion. The pur- 
pose of this is to reap the economic and social yields expected of them as 
soon 48 possible, and eliminate the phenomenon of too many projects which 
are not productive. 


c. Implementing the new projects on the basis of priority to those which 
have ample sources of funds through loans, easy terms provided by suppliers, 
or joint ventures. This is within the general framework of the government's 
policy. 


It is also possible to determine the order of priorities of the plan's fac- 
tors as follows: 


a. Allocating the necessary investments to projects to put idle capacity 
to work, or increase the efficiency of existing productive capacity, be 
it to increase production of goods for local consumption or goods for ex- 
port. 


b. Allocating investments to joint projects which have access to foreign 
money, and promoting the economic open-door policy which is oriented to- 
ward doing business with the advanced countries of the world, especially 
in areas which require advanced know-how and technology, and involve the 
participation of Arab or foreign capital. 
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c, Allocating investments Co projects which meet or further the require= 
ments of reconstruction and development, particularly projects which in- 
crease the efficiency and raise the technological level of the contracting 
and construction sector, The purpose would be to enable this sector to a 
aseiat in the implementation of the various projects of other sectors. 

Thie ie particularly relevant, because the basic bottleneck in develop- 
ment efforts ie due to the fact that investments allocated to the construc- 
tion industry are inadequate. 


d. Completing ongoing projects. 


e. Implementing replacement and renovation projects, 
it is also possible to reorder implementation priorities as follows: 


4. Directing investments to projects which concern the needs of the masses 
and correspond to needs of the consumers, especially projects which have 
to do with providing an adequate food supply, clothing and housing. 


b. Concentrating on renovation and expansion of basic facilities and util- 
ities which have been noticeably neglected in past years. This is because 
these are considered to be a basis for activating and expanding the country's 
capacity to absorb additional foreign investment and aid from abroad. 


c. Directing tovestments to profects which serve to improve or guide con- 
sumption and are in keeping with the policy of revitalizing large plants-- 
a policy which has the objective of modernizing, developing, and increasing 
productive capacities so as to keep pace with modern technological develop- 
ments. 


d. Making investments in projects which would lead to improving the bal- 
ance of payments situation or which can obtain funds from the International 
Bank for Reconstruct o and Development or other international sources, or 
through joint ventures. A comprehensive plan should be prepared concerning 
the utilization of foreign aid. This plan should determine the areas in 
which such aid would be gost effective. Efforts should be made to utilize 
such aid and loans within a definite time frame which corresponds to Egypt's 
needs for thes. 


e. Giving the local and foreign private sectors a basic role in the imple- 
mentation of production projects and in substantive participation in devel- 


opment projects. 


There is no doubt that defining the objectives of the investment plan on a 
national level will guide us in choosing the basis for determining the pri- 
orities of investment projects. Flexibility of implementation may require 
changing the basis for making this choice from time to time. But strategy 
becomes more definite as we develop our ability to determine our resources 
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and needs in 4 more accurate fashion. This means continually reveiwing 
the investment plan, bearing in mind changes which may occur, Changes 
will be taken into consideration, and the plan will be modified in Light 
of actual implementation and in light of realistic needs. But such modi- 
fications would be within very narrow limite, so that the plan's basic 
objectives can be achieved. Also, the plan should be reviewed at the 
beginning of every year. New investments would be added, previous invest~ 


mente would be deleted, and new factors of change would be incorporated as 
needed. 
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ISRAEL 


PERES CRITICIZES CAMP DAVID ACCORDS 
Tel Aviv MA'ARTV in Hebrew 15 Aug 80 p 16 


[Article by Shimon Peres: "The Jordanian Option--The Real Substitute for 
the PLO") 


[Text] Mr Menahem Begin repeatedly claime in the name of King Hussein that 
territorial compromise is, in his eyes, a non-starter for negotiations. 

In his opinion, the absence of a negotiating partner apparently invalidates 
the objective of the negotiations. If this is the situation, it would have 
been interesting to hear from the prime minister the identity of the partner 
from the heads of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, for his autonomy plan. 
Even the negotiations with Egypt on the autonomy have failed because Egypt 
is not ready to accept the Israeli interpretation, and Israel is not ready 
to accept the Egyptian interpretation. 


However, if the “full autonomy" plan has not yet revealed a partner ready to 
accept it, it has already succeeded in bringing about a Palestinianization of 
the Arab-Israeli conflict. The document which the government of Israel signed 
at Camp David was a kind of "Balfour Declaration" for the Palestinian state, 
and ite author (by an irony of fate, his name is Menahem Begin) is, unwill- 
ingly, one of those who has laid the legitimate and political foundation 

for a Palestinian infrastructure within the 1967 borders. 


All the obfuscatory actions of the Likud government will be to no avail. It 
has committed itself in writing--and the United States Government also signed 
this commitment--that "the solution from the negotiations on the final status" 
of the West Bank and Gaza “must aleo recognize the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people and their just requirements." This is stronger language 
than that of the Balfour Declaration, and it contains an explicit recognition 
of the existence of a "Palestinian people" with legitimate rights and just 
requirements. Mr Begin himself was apparently shocked by the language of 

the document which he signed in English (and this is the language which 
commits the parties) and requested President Carter's permission to write 

in Hebrew “the Arabs of the Land of Israel" instead of the “Palestinian 
people." President Carter is not Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, and he apparently 
believes that if a prime minister wants to improve his image in the eyes of 
his people, then this is an aesthetic issue, not a political one. Permission 
was given, and Mr Begin disseminated an imprecise translation of his 
commitment at Camp David. 
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It must be remembered that the autonomy plan is a temporary plan--for 5 years, 
The subsequent period will be determined in negotiations in which "Egypt, 
lerael, Jordan, and representatives of the Palestinian people" will partici- 
pate, and the purpose of which will be "the resolution of the Palestinian 
problem in all ite aspects," 


In other words, the government of Israel committed itself to a solution of 
the problem of the Palestinian people in two stages for everything concerning 
the West Bank and the Gaga Strip. The first stage--a self-governing authority, 
the second stage--a complete resolution of the Palestinian problem, It takes 
more than a little chutzpah for someone who initiated this unfortunate idea 
to cast the blame on someone else, regarding the creation of PLO option 
because negotiations with Hussein would transfer, as it were, territories to 
the PLO. Mr Begin “forgot” to point out that even in regard to the negoti- 
ations with Hussein, the Alignment announced that it would insist that the 
IDF and the network of settlements remain along the Jordan Valley and that 

no foreign army will be able to cross the river. 


Mr Begin has prepared for himself an awesome alternative for the future: 
either a PLO option within the 1967 boundaries or another military confrontation. 


The Alignment is not interested in annexing an additional 1,300,000 Arabs to 
the State of Israel against their will. It believes that it is not worth it 
to sacrifice the Jewish and Zionist character of Israel on the imaginary altar 
of “not an inch.” The real dispute is not over the annexation of territories 
but over the annexation of inhabitants. Only fur Marc Chagall are the 
inhabitants cut off from the land. In actuality, whoever wants to annex 
Shekhem is also prepared to annex its inhabitants to Israel. A state with 

3 million Jews and 2 million Arabs will naturally change from a Jewish state 

a Jewish-Arab state with both sides competing for every plot of land, for 
every street, for every house. Such a state will also lead to a dezionization 
of the Jewish people--from a working people, it will become an administrative 
people living as a dependent on the work of others. 


For these reasons the Alignment is seeking a geographic solution which will 
permit us to withstand external dangers, and a demographic solution which 
will permit us to withstand an internal danger--the conversion of the Jewish 
settlement in Israel to a settlement which lives in diaspora conditions in 
its own land. 


In order to defend Israel, Israel needs defensible borders in the Golan 
Heights, the Jordan Valley, and the Sinai Desert. 


In order to remain Israel, we require a clear, solid, and vital Jewish 
majority and that most of the labor in Israel be Jewish labor. 


As for the Palestinian problem, we believe that it is one problem, and 
therefore, one solution must be sought: a Jordanian-Palestinian state, a 
state within which there will be a majority of the Palestinians who are 
obviously inhabitants of Jordan and the inhabitants of Judaea, Samaria, and 
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Gaza who are obviously citizens of Jordan, We are opposed to two solutions-- 
in the Likud version=--a separate Jordanian solution and a separate Palestinian 
solution, The two solutions will in time naturally become two states, and 

the two states will have two armies, The states will continue to compete 

with each other for mutual domination, and the two armies will lengthen the 
conflict between each other and between them and ourselves, We oppose the 
idea of exchanging one conflict for another and calling it a "solution," 
Therefore, we are opposed both to the separate Palestinian state and the 
separate Palestinian option of the Likud. 


We favor inviting King Hussein to the negotiations. If he comes, good, If 

he doesn't come, he will bear the burden of the refusal. There is no reason 
for Israel to appear as a “rejectionist front" which every morning states 

its "no's" when in truth, it is seeking a "yes" to peace and a “yes" to 
security. It is likely that King Hussein will oppose a "territorial com- 
promise." However, he has agreed to Security Council Resolution 242. The 
evacuation of "all the territories" was expressly removed from this resolution 
in which “the evacuation of territories" is stated. It is necessary, there- 
fore, to try to conduct negotiations with Hussein, not on what he has not 

yet agreed to but on what he has already agreed to: 242, 


Not only our adversaries but our friends are asking us a number of questions 
regarding this option, the Jordanian option, and we must respond to them. 

Why, they ask, didn't you conduct negotiations with Jordan previously, and 

if you did, why have they not been fruitful? The answer is that we did 
conduct negotiations, and they were fruitful. Not ostentatious and ceremonia) 
fruit, but real fruit. The fact is that there is virtually no infiltration 
of terrorists into Israel from Jordan. The fact is that bridges of far- 
reaching normalization span the Jordan. The fact is that a system of ties 
between the West Bank and Israel has developed without adversely affecting 

the system of ties between the West Bank and Jordan. We have not reached 

a formal peace because of Jordan's location on the Arab map, more than because 
of the system of relations between it and Israel. We have understood that 
Jordan cannot be the first candidate for making peace with Israel. it is 

this limitation which also now offers renewed hope for an attempt at talks 
with Jordan in that there is already a large Arab country, the largest of 

the Arab countries, which has signed a peace treaty with Israel. The precedent 
exists, the continuation is sought. 


Why, they ask, does Hussein respond negatively whenever the possibility of 
negotiations between us is mentioned? The truth is that for the most part, 
Hussein's reactions are rather selective. He says that he is not ready co 
conduct negotiations on the basis of Camp David, however, he has not retracted 
his agreement to Resolution 242. 


It must not be forgotten that Sadat also spoke with the language of the 
Khartoum decisions ("no negotiations, no recognition, no peace with Israel") 
until he came to Israel. Just ae his words did not distrub his actions, 

it must be assumed that the life of the Rabat language (that the PLO will 
conduct negotiations on the future of the territories) which Hussein uses 
will be extended until it is possible to begin real negotiations. 
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lean't there too great 4 gap, they ask, between the positions of Jordan and 
those of Ierael’? Certainly there is euch a gap. Lach side is involved in 
stating ite full positions, without trying to bridge them, because there is 
no need for bridging as long as real negotiations are not being conducted, 

It is indeed possible that even in the negotiations we will be able to 

bridge the positions of the parties only partially. Then there will be a 
partial agreement, However, a partial agreement is preferable to a deepening 
confrontation, 


We prefer the Jordanian option for reasons of viewing Ierael as a Jewish - 
State, We prefer it to the Likud's Palestinian option which is likely to 
bring Israel up against a stone wall and to another confrontation. We prefer 
it not because it has no complications and difficulties but rather because 
without it, we will continue to pave the way for the PLO which has achieved 

a not insignificant impetus since Camp David. 
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ISRAEL 


SUPPORT OF CAMP DAVID ACCORDS URGED 
Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 13 Aug 80 p 9 
[Editorial: "The Process Refuses to Die"] 


[Text] The deputy foreign minister of Egypt responded to Mr Begin's letter 
in a cautionary (though not threatening) tone, when he emphasized that there 
was no prospect of renewing the autonomy talks if Israel refused to fulfill 
certain conditions. Yet, at the same time, he avoided cancelling any pros- 
pect which might lead to the renewal of the talks. Egypt is finding it very 
difficult to continue the discussions as long as Israel persists in taking 
certain unilateral measures, according to the Egyptian diplomat. "But we 
are not dispairing of them (the Israelis)...I would not say that the 
situation is hopeless." 


The passage of the legislation on Jerusalem (the product of Gedla Kohen) 

has pushed Anwar Sadat into a confused position. There were enough problems 
in the dispute over settlements, and there was no need to add to that the 
differences over Jerusalem, especially after we had avoided the issue in the 
Camp David accords. Nevertheless, the mistake was made, and not even Mr Uzama 
el-Baz can expect the Israeli Government to change the law. One might even 
conclude from his expression that he does not expect the law to be repealed. 
On the other hand, he is practically begging Israel not to take any further 
unilateral action. We would not err if we guessed that Mr el-Baz was refer- 
ring to the move of the prime minister's office to East Jerusalem. It may 
be assumed that the prime minister will close his ears to any such appeal. 
It was his personal idea to transfer the prime minister's offices to East 
Jerusalem, and since the Renaissance party has harvested achievements from 
the law, it is unlikely that the prime minister's party will give up his 
one achieve. ent. 


This is also the case regarding another Egyptian request, which Mr Uzama @¢l-Baz 
avoided mentioning, but it is believed that Cairo will raise the issue in 

the letter which it is now preparing in response. This refers to the Egyptian 
demand that Israel declare that East Jerusalem, i.e., the sovereignty over it, 
will be a subject for negotiation--if not in connection with autonomy, then 

at the end of the 5 year transition period. Mr Moshe Dayan, the former 
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foreign minister, referred to thie when he said that al) issues were up for 
discussion, even those on which lerael had fined its position, Mr begin 
could meet Cairo on this question, without giving up the principle of his 
position, but it ie unlikely that the prime minister will be so inclined 
as to accept the advice of Mr Dayan, 


The prime minister can ignore the signe which are emanating from the Egyptian 
side, We can aleo appreciate the fact that, for the present, we will lose 
nothing in continuing the exchange of letters, and that this will enable us 
to continue to discuss mattere with the Egyptian president without actually 
negotiating. However, our political position will not improve in thie way, 
and the freeze which has already yielded the Venice declaration of the 
Ruropean Common Market countries, and could yield an initiative on the part 
of the president oi Rumania, which Mr Begin would find difficult to condemn 
as 4 new manifestiation of the spirit of Munich. From one of the comments 

of General Kamal Hasan Ali, it may be concluded that Cairo is not enthusiastic 
about the initiative of Mr Nicolai Ceauscescu. It would prefer to pureve 

the Camp David process, and to seek 4 summit meeting with the U.S. president, 
whose international position is being strengthened following his victory in 
the struggle to win the nomination of hie party for the U.5. elections. The 
Camp David process is struggling to stay alive. It will not die easily, nor 
will it be easy to bury. Apparently, Egypt ie not interested in its demise, 
and it does not want to be ite grave digger. It would be well if this job 
does not fall to the Ieraeli Government. 
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ISRAEL 


SOV LET COOPERATION SEEN NEEDED FOR MIDDLE BAST SETTLEMENT 
Tel Aviv HA'ARET?Z in Hebrew 8 Aug 80 pp 13, 20 


[Speech by Nahum Goldmann delivered at 4 meeting of the executive committee 
of the World Jewish Congress in Amsterdam on 10 July 1980 in a discussion of 
Soviet Jewry) 


{Text} In recent years | have been completely cut off from all formal Jewish 
activities concerning Soviet Jewry, and I have avoided making public state- 
ments. For a long time I served as chairman of the special committee which 
Ben Gurion established with the participation of Golda Meir, Zalman Shazar, 
and Moshe Sharett, the purpose of which was to deal with the subject of 
Soviet Jewry in etrict secrecy, until I resigned because of a disagreement 
over policy. I did not participate in the Brussels convention, however, | 
agreed that the World Jewish Congress would be one of the international 
organizations under whose auepices it would be arranged. If I am speaking 
out today, it is because I beliewe that it is my obligation to tell you about 
my completely different approach to the entire problem. I will endeavor not 
to be controversial, and even if you are likely to feel resentment regarding 
the information which I will relate and the interpretation I will give it, 

I ask you to be patient. 


For more than 40 years I have been in constant touch with the Soviets. I 
firet get Maxim Litvinov (the then foreign sinister) in Geneva in 1935, and 
in March of this year I spent 4 houre with Ambassador Dobrynin in Washington. 
Between these two, I have surely met with at least about 12 important Soviet 
diplomats. In recent years I met regularly with Tito and Ceausescu. I also 
frequently see those who are considered experts on the subject of Soviet 
Jewry, including my friend Calman Shulean from the State Department. While 

I reported on this regularly to the members of the Labor Party government 

in lerael, I do not report to the Begin government. I did this twice--to no 
avail. 


When we come to consider the problems of Soviet Jewry, the crucial importance 
of the general picture in the world becomes known. The Jewish problems 
throughout the world, including Ierael, are dependent first and foremost on 
the attitude of the Jewish people, however, the world situation stands in 
second place. The famous saying of Ben Gurion, "It is not important what 
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the goyim think, what is important is what the Jews do," was, of course, 
completely absurd, Without world public opinion and the United Nations 
resolution, a Jewish estate would not have been established in 1948, 


The Tragedy of America 


The basic fact, in my opinion, is that the United States can no longer be 
decisive on any important issue in the world today without cooperating with 
the Soviet Union, This ise the tragedy of America today. For more than 20 
years I was an American citizen, and when I gave up thie citizenship in 
order to become an leraeli, Dean Rusk repeatedly asked me not to do it, I 
sympathize with America, it is a place which arouses auch love, however, it 
is also very doubtful. My attitude today to America is one of much sorrow 
and empathy. Ae I see it, the United States has suffered a tragic fate in 
the last 50 years. Through the years the Americans have been very isolated 
and fortunate, Then came World War I in which they were forced to intervene 
and then World War Il, after which they had to be the number 1 power. They 
were not ready for this: in psychological terms, generations are required 
in order to become a world power, and the United States never had this 
aspiration, 


The Americans were very happy as long as they were generous, good-hearted, 
and democratic but with no global burden on their shoulders. However, fate 
suddenly called upon them to assume world leadership. Even before they had 
managed to adjust to this situation, they ceased being the number 1 world 
power. They must now recognize that they must discuss every important issue 
with Russia, that they cannot, for example, solve the problems of the Middle 
East without the Soviet Union. Russia is growing stronger and stronger. 
Europe is no longer exclusively bound to America, and if it unites, it is 
likely to become 4 superpower itself. Within 10 years, China can also become 
such a power. As of now, the United States is one of the two superpowers. 





This is the general background. It is absurd to assume that we can solve the 
Middle East problem and the problem of Soviet Jewry by confrontation with the 
Russians. It was 4 great mistake on the part of American Jewry and Israel, 
to slander the Soviet Union as anti-Israeli. Our entire policy on Russia 

has been completely mistaken, and I do not believe that the development of 
the current situation was unavoidable. 


The Conflict With The Russians 


We could have maintained the best relations with the Russians. This applies 
both to Ierael and to world Jewry. Already in 1942, when Weizmann leaned 
toward accepting Wedgewood's advice that a Jewish state should become the 
seventh member of the British Commonwealth, I warned him: Do not do this, 
boss, you will abandon every prospect that the Russians will at some time 
vote for the establishment of a Jewish state, as I believe they will do. 


During World War II, the Soviet Union rescued hundreds of thousands of Jews 
by permitting them to enter Russia from Poland, and later, it permitted most 
of them to leave for Israel back through Poland. In the vote on the partition 
proposal in the United Nations, Gromyks sed a sensation when he supported 
it (Sharett almost fainted from emotion, sowever, I saw that the Soviet vote 
would be affirmative). 
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After the partition was approved by «a tworthirds majority, Truman's aides=- 
Marshall, Acheson, Patterson, and (Lovett)=-asked the president to withdraw 
hie support from the partition of Palestine, on the basie of a prediction 

that one day the Jewish state would come to an end with the slaughter of Jews, 
and instead grant the United Nations a mandate for 3 more years, in such a 
case, 4 Jewieh state would never have been established in our time, One of 
the main reasons which motivated Truman to eliminate thie option was Gromyko's 
comment to Dean Rusk that, in such a case, the Soviet Union would veto the 
American proposal, 





When the War of Liberation broke out, who saved lerael’ The Soviet Union, 

1 heard Ben Gurion say often=-privately and publicly==that he was pained over 
Soviet policy. However, he admitted that without Russian assistance, a Jewish 
state would not have been established, During that period America did not 
send one single rifle. In my office in New York, ae chairman of the World 
Zionist Organization, an FBI investigator visited me throughout the year to 
determine if we had smuggled weapons to lerael through Mexico. It wae the 
Soviet Union which provided weapone through Czechoslovakia. 


The Soviets became hostile since Ierael ceased being a neutral country. During 
the course of the talke which I held for many years with Soviet diplomate 
before the Holocaust, they had one complaint against a Jewish state. “You 

will be pro-American,” they claimed, “since all the money will come from the 
United States." This was before we knew about the extermination of the Jews 

of Europe by Hitler, and I argued: You are mistaken. The Jewsish states 

will be built by eampower and money. Manpower which is more important will 
come from you, from the Jewish state in Eastern Europe, and the financial 
support will come from America. Therefore, we will have to be neutral. 


With the establishment of the State, Ben Gurion, Sharett, and even Silver 
vigorously defended Israel's neutrality. It was then called a “non-aligned 
policy.” They all agreed that we had to be neutral so a6 not to lose the 
support of the Soviet Union. However, when the Arab-lIeraeli wars came one 
after the other, and Israel was forced to depend more and more on the supply 
of American weapons, we were no longer able to depend on Russian assistance; 
as such, we grew increasingly dependent on the United States. This is how 
our conflict began with the Sov et Union. 


However, | completely reject the view that the Russians are not for the 
existence of Israel. They proved this first by their support in the past; 
without the Russian vote, there would not have been a two-thirds majority in 
the United Nations. Secondly, they can always incite the Arabs against 
israel, however the moment there will be no Israel, God forbid, they would 
be committed to the Arabs and would be unable to maneuver. There was a stage 
when they had virtually reestablished diplomatic relations with Israel. The 
matter depended on several votes in the Politburo. At the last moment they 
decided against such action, however, Dobrynin asked me to establish contact 
for him with the then Israeli ambassador Simha Dinitz, which I did. However, 
it led nowhere since ambassadors today, in the words of Kreisky, are 


“messenger boys.” 











The Soviet diplomate through the yeare refused to meet with any Jewish 
representatives, however, they alwaye received me, and at my recommendation, 
Kiutenick and Bronfman, since they knew that the World Jewish Congress was 
trying to be neutral, 


After Stalin 


The Soviet Union ie not interested in the disappearance of Ierael, and it is 
ready today te guarantee, together with the United States, the borders of 
lerael if there is 4 settlement, Among the many mistakes of which American 
Jewry is guilty, the most serious one was made when, under pressure from 
lerael, they motivated President Carter } years ago to cancel the agreement 
signed between Vance and Gromyko for the convening of a Geneva Conference. 
The Russians agreed at that time to be guarantors, together with the United 
States, of a comprehensive peace settlement; they would have found a way to 
bring the PLO into the talke as a part of an Arab delegation. 


One of the reasons for the Russian invasion of Afghanistan was the removal 
of the Soviet Union from a negotiating position in the Middle East. Russians 
considered this American “brazenness."” Russia is closer to the Middle East; 
therefore, how does the United States dare prevent them from taking part in 
dealing with thie iseve’ There will not be a peace in the Middle East until 
another Geneva Conference is convened, and the Camp David Agreement alone 
will not bring 4 comprehensive peace. 


Although it is true that im the past there were clear signs that the Soviets 
support lerael, a change took place in the last years of Stalin--when he was 
no longer rational and pursued everyone. The “doctors' plot" was only one 
episode, and it is possible that millions of Jews would have been killed had 
he lived. During that time I was the chairman of an unofficial committee 
which we set up without any publicity, and whenever we met with Gromyko or 
another Soviet official, I had a list of many Zionists who were in prison 
and in Siberia, a list which was provided by the Israeli organization Magen. 
The Russians customarily claimed that no Zionist was being held in the 
Russian prisons, and they demanded that I give them the names of such Zionists. 
I did not do this since in the Stalin era, they would shoot them. Since 
then, the situation has greatly improved. Today, we cannot only turn over 
the names but aleo cause a tumult. When the dissidents protest, they do not 
shoot them. In the worst case, they are sent to prison. 


1 do not justify this. I reject communiem, and I am disgusted by all the 
sovereign nations. By nature, | am an anarchist, however, without bombs. 
Of course, I do not support 4 militarist regime, however, we must recognize 
facts: in comparison with the Stalin era, Russia today is a Garden of Eden. 


We began to argue openly with the Russians after Stalin's death. I have 
often been accused of being too soft and moderate. However, I was the one 
who convened the first protest meeting against Russia in Paris, when 

Martin Buber and I spoke and telegrams of support came from Bertrand Russell, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, and many others. For 3 months the Soviets tried to block 
it. It was the first gajor protest ... ...alf of Russian Jewry. It was a 
diplomatic event, unlike the Brussele seeting which was a demagogic display. 
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Throughout the sixties and seventies, | spoke at dozens of meetings, however, 
| always said: “You must treat the Soviet Union as a superpower, We had to 
regard Rusela ase 4 major nation which it was, a nation which could like with- 
out Jewish support but which could bring a Holocaust on the Jewish people if 
it became anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli. We must continue to protest but 

in a respectful manner. Carter made the same foolish mistake. The expression 
"we will punish Russia” ie infantile. Ie it a girl's school? Do you punish 

4 superpower? The United States can threaten the Soviet Union with war, that 
it wiss fight, protest=--but not punish, 


The Dual Aspect 


And we made another major mistake, The Soviet-Jewish problem has always had 
two aspects: emigration and Jewish rights in Russia. The most important 
aspect in my opinion is not the struggle for emigration but rather for the 
rights of Jews, In the best case we can hope to extract 200,000 to 300,000 
Jews; only a emall percentage of which are determined to live as Jews in 
Ilerael. The remainder want to leave Ruseia primarily because they want a 
better life. Therefore, by ignoring the problem of existing in the Soviet 
Union, we would achieve the rescue of abovt 50,000 good Jews and the sacrifice 
of 3 million, We should have insisted at the very beginning on the right to 
maintain an organized Jewish life in Russia, at the same time with the 
struggle for the right of Jews to emigrate. By law, the Jews are recognized 
as a minority in the Soviet Union, where tens of such minorities live and 
have the right to have their own theaters, schools, and so forth. The Jews, 
however, unlike the other minorities, are not concentrated in one area. The 
Russians gave them Birobidzhan, where the Jews were able to use Hebrew as 
their official language, however, they laughed at this proposal, and 
justifiably so. 


As | said to Gromyko, Jews are intelligent people. Why should they go to 
Birobidzhan next to Mongolia? Give them Kiev or Odessa and they will go! 
However, Dobrynin often asked: "Why didn't they ask for another territory?" 
To which I responded: Since Russian Jewry has no spokesman. First establish 
a body which will represent the Jews of Russia, and then they will be able 

to negotiate on a territorial concentration in one form or another. 


The World Zionist Organization and most of the American Jewish organizations 
rejected my position that the struggle for the right of emigration and the 
struggle for the right to maintain a Jewish life in the Soviet Union are of 
equal importance. To mention one dramatic incident, I was invited to speak 
before the Zionist Congress in 1972 on the subject of "80 Years of Zionism." 
Several weeks before that, I spoke at the Council of Representatives of 
British Jewry, and I defended my position on the dual aspect of the struggle 
for the rights of Soviet Jewry. As a result, L. A. Pincus, who was then the 
chairman of the Zionist Executive Committee, canceled his invitation. 


Without mentioning the discourtesy and the impropriety of this action, it was 
symptomatic of the one-sidedness of our policy on Soviet Jewry. The tone of 
the anti-Russian campaign in the Jewish community in America was no less 
damaging. When I once told the NEW YORK TIMES that it was ridiculous to 
compare Soviet anti-Semitism with Naziem, there was an uproar and the 
Presidents’ Conference called me a traitor. 
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There are many signe that with another policy we would achieve much, However, 
much ie aleo dependent upon the foreign policy of lerael, If we were etriv- 
ing more energetically for peace with the Arabs, the Russians could serve as 
intermediaries, together with the Americans, 1 told Ben Gurion many times: 
Juet for the sake of 3 million Jews, the largest concentration of Jews after 
lerael, it would be worthwhile to change our Arab policy. From the point 

of view of this situation, what lerael is doing ie bad and what American 
Jewry ie doing with ite “outery"” is bad. However, I have stopped arguing with 
Jews. I believe in the saying: What ie intellect will not do, time will, 


Everything depends on the world situation not deteriorating, and personally, 
I am optimistic, The Russians want detente, and Afghanistan was a lesson for 
them not to go too far. Ae I said to an important Soviet diplomat: Don't 
talk to me about pacts, etc. I know that in politics, treaties are only a 
screen, If you want to apply them, you use them; if you want to violate 
them, you forget them. He could not admit that they made a mistake, however, 
he responded that he understood me. The Soviets now want to save their 
prestige, and they are very grateful to Chancellor Schmidt for serving as an 
intermediary. 


If the Jewish people, mainly the American Jews, learn from the past and 
choose to adopt a policy of diplomacy recognizing that you cannot successfully 
attack the Soviet Union but must negotiate with her with proriety and self- 
respect) while constantly raising the issue of Russian Jewry before public 
opinion because it must never seem as if we have forgotten them--then, I hope 
for the best, and I am rather optimistic. If one day, Ierael institutes a 
different policy toward the Arabs, and the Arab countries reach an agreement 
with Israel, I still will not give up hope. 


| believe that in such a case we are likely to receive an additional 100,000 
Jewish immigrants from the Soviet Union, and also Jews from that country will 
be able perhaps to enjoy broader religious and cultural rights. It is 
possible, however, that we are approaching the zero hour in order to achieve 
this. In the Soviet Union, there are 3 million Jews--many more than those 
registered in the population census as Jews because many make use of their 
right not to be registered as Jews--and there is a possibility that we will 
be able to save many of them and to regain them as members of the Jewish 
people. In order to achieve this, it is necessary that detente continue to 
be the basis for international policy, and that a more intelligent policy be 
adopted by the Jews. I am optimistic about the first condition, and 
unfortunately, less so about the second. 
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ISRAEL 


COUNTRY ASKED TO ASSERT ITSELF WITHOUT BURDENING WEST 
Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 6 Aug 80 p 7 


[Article by Dov Afal: “Improvement of Relations with USSR--A Mission Without 
Illusions") 


{Text} Recently, in public forums and in the press in Ierael, ideas and 
proposals for improving relations with the USSR have been discussed. There 

is no reason for seeking justifications for Ierael's interest in re-establish- 
ing relations with the USSR, relations which were severed by Moscow as 
punishment for our victory in the Six-Day War. However, it must be remembered 
that it ie no secret that the USSR has made clear more than once, through 
unofficial channels and in speeches by ite leaders (including Brezhnev), as 
to the circumstances and conditions under which it would agree to a renewal 

of relations with us. 





The conditions are: Israel's agreement tc withdraw from all of the territories 
occupied in the Six-Day War; involving the PLO in negotiations with Israel 

on a final solution to the Palestinian problem; including a solution to the 
problem of the Palestinian refugees, and the realization of the Palestinian 
right to self determination by the establishment of a Palestinian state on 

the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip. We may add to thie that Moscow officially 
supports the UN resolutions which recognize the right of the Palestinian 
refugees to return to their homes within Israel, or to receive reparations. 

The USSR has declared ite readiness--within the framework of a comprehensive 
settlement--to participate with other members of the UN in giving guarantees 

of the security and independence of all countries in the region, including 
lerael. 


israeli governmente--the Alignment as well as the Likud--have rejected these 
conditions and have worked to eliminate the USSR as an active factor in our 
region. In this repeect, there is no difference between the policies of the 
governments of the late Golda Meir, Yitehaq Rabin, and of Menahem Begin. It 
may ever be assumed that the present Israeli prime minister views now, as 
one of the great achievements of Israeli diplomacy, the burying of the 
Vance-Gromyko declaration of October 1977, which marked out lines for Soviet- 
American cooperation in the solution of the problems of our region. This 











“achievement” by Begin and Dayan prevented American=Soviet cooperation in 
the settlement of the dispute in our region, It strengthened among the 
Soviet leaders the recognition (which was in any case strong among most of 
them) that the official leadere of Ierael are not at all interested in the 
reconstruction of Soviet=Israeli relations, and in the placing of them on a 
atrong and stable basis, 





So, there ie no logic or reason in all of the declarations regarding the 
need to seek ways to re-establish relations with the USSR, as long as it is 
not stated explicitly that Ierael must recognize the right of the USSR to 
participate in a constructive way in the general and final solution of the 
leraeli-Arab dispute. 


This does not mean that Israel must adopt the conditions, as formulated by 
Moscow after the Six-Day War, for the ending of the dispute. There is reason 
to aseume that the USSR, as a full participant with the U.S., would not adhere 
to extreme pro-Arab demands and conditions (euch as returning hundreds of 
thousands of refugees to the territories, or the withdrawal of the IDF to 
precisely the Green Line), which would cause a breakdown of the negotiations 
at Geneva or anywhere else. 





Moreover, the USSR rejects the Leraeli-Egyptian peace treaty and the Camp 
David agreements in their entirety, and identifies with the PLO, Syria, and 
Libya. 


However, let us assume that in October 1977, Moshe Dayan would not have 
succeeded in burying the agreement between Vance and Gromyko, or let us 
imagine that Israel would have “bet" on the realization of the declaration of 
the two foreign ministers of the USSR and the U.S. and would have subjected 
the joint platform of the USSR and the U.S., as it was formulated in the 
statement of the two ministers, to the test of reality. 





in the journal of the Soviet Communist party, KOMONIST, of June, Professor 
Yevgeny Primakov (during the Naswer period a reporter for PRAVDA in Cairo, 
and now a member of the Soviet Academy of Science--Near East section) 
mentioned the “key probleme” to a general solution of the Israeli-Arab 
dispute, listed in the Vance-Gromyko declaration of 1 October 1977: "the 
evacuation of Israeli forces from territories occupied in the 1967 war; 

the Palestinian problem--including the assurance of the legitimate rights 

of the Palestinian people; an end to the state of war and the establishment 
of normal peaceful relations, on the basis of mutual recognition of the 
principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political independence." 
Professor Yevgeny Primakov is not oumbered among the friends of Israel. It 
is possible, therefore, that he would willingly improve and update the 

text of the declaration by the foreign ministers of the USSR and the U.S., 
and introduce some changes, such as the explicit demand that the PLO partici- 
pate in negotiations for a peace settlement, and the assurance of the right 
of the refugees to return to their homes beyond the Green Line. There is 

no reason to engage in the game of “what would happen if,” but we still 

can ask: Would Foreign Minister Gromyko, as one of the two chairmen of the 
peace conference, have troubled Prime ‘‘:...»:°r Begin to give up all of the 
Sinai in return for a peace settlement «th Egypt’? Would Gromyko 
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have been opposed to a transition period of 5 years’ Or to the idea of 
autonomy in itself aa an interim temporary solution to the Palestinian 
problem? There is of course no possible logic in answering such a hypothetical 
question, In any event, it may be assumed that the USSR would be very 
interested in collaboration with the U.S8., in settling the dispute in our 
region, 


It is aleo permissible to raise the idea that both the U.S. and the USSR 
would etand by an explicit definition of the substance of autonomy and ite 
scope, 80 as to prevent the failure of the process towards achieving a 
general peace settlement, 


In theory, it could be said that the agreement of all interested parties 
(i.e., the Egyptians, Syriane, leraelis, Jordanians, and Palestinians) could 
put an end to the dispute between the Arabs and the Israelis in a comprehen- 
sive form without the participation of the Russians. It must also be taken 
into account that the USSR could bring about the failure of a general settle- 
ment, if, as — participant in the negotiations, it insisted on the return of 
the refugees from across the Green Line, on the absolute withdrawal of 
Israeli forces behind the Green Line, and the establishment of a Palestinian 
state on the West Bank and in the Gaza Strip, as the only solution to the 
problem. There is also a basis for suspecting that some important factors 
in the Russian upper echelons hope that a Palestinian state would need and 
ask for its aid in realizing Arafat's “dream” of establishing a democratic 
Palestinian state in the whole area of Palestine, by exploting the demands 
of the irredencist Arab minority in Israel. 


Nonetheless, we must also make clear to ourselves that the participation of 
the USSR in general negotiations should convince extremist factors in the 
Arab world in general, and within the PLO in particular, that their hopes 
and struggle for the dismantling of LIerael through the aid of the USSR are 
anchored only in their illusions and dreams, with no connection to reality. 


There is also no basis for any illusions that the USSR, since the countries 

of Western Europe have expressed their support for the participation of the 
PLO in negotiations of a general settlement, will now proclaim its withdrawal 
of recognition of the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people. 
There is also no basis for the illusion that the USSR will give up its demand 
for the creation of a Palestinian state just now, when the UN General Assembly, 
by an impressive majority, has affirmed the realization of this demand. 

There is also no basis for the dreams of an “about face” from the American 
orientation of Israel, and the machiavellian notion of the possibility of 
maneuvering between the USSR and the U.S. No informed stateman, either inside 
or outside of the USSR believes that Israel can deviate from the American 
line, both for economic and military reasons, as well as because of its 
special relations with American Jewry. 


Let us also note that, unfortunately, the demographic and economic balance 
of power between the Arabs and Israel is stable, and is not going to tilt 

in favor of Israel. One may not expect the USSR to respond to attempts by 
Israel “to endear” itself. The USSR (like most other countries in the 
world) will continue to give overriding importance to its relations with the 
Arabs, as compared to any special relations with Israel. 
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There is also a reasonable possibility that the USSR will view the establishment 
of good relations with Israel, which maintains special relations with the 

U.S., a8 an important component in ite efforte to maintain peaceful relations 
and cooperation with the U.S,., within the framework of the new and updated 
version of detente for the decade of the 80's, This possibility is worth 
consideration by the Israeli Government, which might free itself from the 

Don Quixote vision of the special strategic mission of Israel, as the "only 
stable country in the Middle East, worthy of special treatment by Western 

Europe and the United States." 


The real problem for Israeli policy now is to garner its strength to protect 
its security and future, without becoming a concern to the Arab world and 
a factor in ite confrontation with the USSR. 
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ISRAEL 


EBAN: LIKUD HURT RELATIONS WITH LATIN AMERICA 
Tel Aviv MA'ARTV in Hebrew 7 Aug 80 p 5 
{[Article: "Israel and Latin America") 


{Text} Of 33 countries called for the establishment of the state of Israel 

in November 1947, 13 of them were Latin American. When Israel struggled 

for admission to the UN (and as a result to all international agencies), 

18 of the 37 affirmative votes came from Latin American countries, which at 
that time numbered 20 in the UN. In 1967, when the USSR and the Arab countries 
supported passage of a resolution calling for Israeli withdrawal to the 

June 4 lines, without peace--all 22 Latin American countries voted against 

the resolution. 


It is clear that the countries of that distant continent played a decisive 
role in Israel's struggle for international recognition and acceptance in 

the world community. Since Israel had arrived late in that arena, an imbalance 
was created: Latin America gave to Israel what Israel was unable to give to 
Latin America, which had already achieved independence and sovereignty before 
Israel--and before most of the countries of Asia and Africa. 


This fateful partnership came as a surprise to us. Due to its distance, 

Latin America was cut off from all Jewish life in Europe and the first steps 
towards Hebrew settlement in Israel. When the curtain rose on the Jewish 
tragedy in Europe, because of World War II, the Jews turned to countries far 
and near for support and encouragement. There was reason to suspect that the 
countries of Latin America would not accept the Jewish nature of the Zionist 
aspiration. Many of those among the Jewish leadership expected spiritual 
difficulties stemming from the theological concepts of the Catholic church. 
The helping hand which was extended from Latin America imparted an atmosphere 
of comfort to our struggle for liberation. This friendship was not part of 
any “debt" or “ultimate end." We could realize the principle of mutuality 
only in the sphere of a feeling and recognition of thanks. In time, the state 
of Israel developed a network of connections with the countries of Central 

and South America, and its flag flies throughout the continent. Public opinion 
in Israel grew so accustomed to sympathy from Latin America, that no attention 
was paid to another phenomenon: the readiness of many Latin American countries 
to locate their embassies in Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, in contrast to 
the hesitant and reserved position of the great powers. 
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Against this background, it is difficult to avoid shedding a tear because of 

the development in relations between Israel and Latin America in the last half 
decade, At the emergency session which ended last week, only two Latin American 
countries (Guatemala and the Dominican Republic) voted against the votes of 
22 countries of that bloc, which had voted the other way 13 years earlier. 


This change is due in part to changes in the social structure and world 
outlook of the countries of Central and South America, The formation of the 
"Third World" front brought the Latin American group closer to the Arab world, 
and moved it away from Israel. The oil organizations, especially OPEC, 
created common Arab end Latin American positions, but to my sorrow it is 
impossible to explain this deterioration in relation only to factors beyond 
our control. To a substantial extent it is due to Israeli neglect. 


The termination of aid programs and Israeli participation in Africa after 
the Yom Kippur War could have freed up budgets and manpower, for expansion 
of cooperation and development projects in Latin America. From 1974 on, the 
opportunity was not exploited in its full scope. In spite of the devotion 
of ambassadors and workers of the AMLAT section of the foreign ministry, 
there was an atmosphere of apathy in the highest levels of government which 
bred oversight and carelessness. I have had the opportunity to evaluate 
this process from the point of view of personal experience. When I was a 
member of the cabinet under the late Levi Eshkol and the late Golda Meir, 

I made official visits to 10 Latin American countries. There were dozens 
of visits to Israel by Latin American heads of state and foreign ministers. 
Since the revolution in 1977, this movement has almost completely ceased. 


During the Likud regime the prime minister or a foreign minister has not 

made one visit to a Latin American country. At every session of the UN 
General Assembly it was my practice to hold briefing and discussion sessions 
with the whole Latin American contingent. This tradition was abandoned 
several years ago, and not renewed. In discussions by the prime minister 

and foreign ministers in the Knesset and in the media since the rise of 

Likud to power, there has been almost no mention of the existence of the 
Latin American continent. During my tenure as ambassador to the UN, 1 
attached great importance to the Latin American group. I insisted that che 
full importance of it could not be appreciated without controlling the 
language of most of the countries of that continent, with all of the sweat 
and effort involved in such a task. I have not heard that my successors have 
viewed this dimension as essential and irreplacable for anyone who wanted to 
fully plumb the possibilities of advancing Israel's relations with this large 
group of friendly countries. And I am speaking of a continent, in which 
Arab nationalism and Islam are not represented to the extent that they are in 
Asia and Africa. 


Now the Likud government has reached the acme of its carelessness in that it 
has developed a demonstrative and verbal policy regarding Jerusalem, without 
even superficially taking into account the attitudes of the Latin American 
countries. The announcement by the govermment of the move of the prime 
minister's office to what it defines as East Jerusalem, brought about the 
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announcement by the government of Venezuela of ite departure from the capital 
city. I am certain that MK Gedla Kohen attaches no importance to the inter- 
national dimension of Jerusalem. Her whole inclination is to attack the 
achievements of the Camp David accords, and in her eyes Jerusalem is only 

"a means to an end" in that quest. 


I am not claiming that the existence of several national flags in Jerusalem 
is the central basis in the new reality that the people of Israel is in its 
capital. However, every Jew with historic imagination must recall the 
special universal element of Jerusalem in Jewish thought in every generation, 
"Jerusalem--the navel of the earth." "Jerusalem will be a light to all 
nations, and they will walk in its light." Generations in Israel have thrilled 
to the visionary words and poetry which present the image of "the mountain 
above the hills" to which "the nations flow" in a covenant of peace and 
justice with the creator of the world. The state of Israel has "merited" a 
government which prefers an official building on Shaykh Jarakh over the 
existence and nurturing of the international image of the covenant of Israel. 
The broad continent which is the home of liberation movements and stormy 
struggles, whose fate crossed with that of the people of Israel at a decisive 
moment--this continent has not once crossed the consciousness or lips of the 
Likud government in the 3 years of its tenure. 


Another abandoned one which shall remain in the wilderness--until there is 
a change in the regime in Israel.... 
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TSRARL 


JEWISH AGENCY PLANS 70 WEW WEST BANK SETTLEMINTS 
TAL#0099 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 18 Sep 80 p 1 


[Report by Dani Rubinstein: “The Settlement Department Plane 70 New 
Settlements in the West Bank”) 





[Text] Despite the government's announcement on the establishment of 
only 10 more settlements in Judaea and Samaria, which would complete 
the Jewish settlement plane in the West Bank, the Jewish agency's 
settlement department headed by Matityahu Drobles yesterday publ ished 
ite plan to establish 70 new communal and urban settlements in the 
Weet Bank between now and 1985. 


The plan specifies the bloce of settlements that would stretch from 

the southern Hebron hille to northern Samaria in the following order: 
the Yattir bloc--7 settlements; the weetern front Hebron bloc--3 settle- 
mente; the Giv'on bloc--2 settlements; Halamish and Modi'in in western 
Samaria--4 settlements; the Bet Al and Shilo bloc--5 settlements; the 
Ari‘el and Qarne Shomron bloce--5 settlements; the Qedumim and Elon More 
bloce (near Nabulus)--6 settlements; northwest of Nabulue and the Shave 
Shomron bloc--6 settlements bordering on the green line in Samaria; 

the Rehan bloc--3 settlements; northern Samaria (Janin area)--5 settle- 
mente; the Tirea bloc--4 settlements; the Jordan Valley and northern 
Dead Sea--8 settlements (4 of them near Jericho). [figures as publ ished) 


According to the lists and plans published by Matityahu Drobles, these 
settlements include only part of the 10 settlements that the prime minister 
said would complete the settlement complex in the West Bank. 


The settlement department--whose ectivities are coordinated with the 
government~-has now published thie settlement plan for establishing 

12 to 15 settlements « year in accordance with the master plan Drobles 
submitted to the government ebout 2 years ago. 


The plan does not make any mention of Begin's pledge to limit settlement 
activities to only 10 more settlements. Such 4 pledge was given to the 
United States, and Minieter Ari'el Sheron reiterated it to Ambassador 
Sol Linowits during the latter's recent stay in Israe). 








in his plan Droblese explaing that 4 race against time should be launched 
now in order to establish facte in the field and to “remove any traces 
vf doubt regarding our intention to keep the territories of Judaea and 
jamaria forever.” The date cited on the plan is September 1980, 


The DAVAR correspondent noted that the government's announcements about 
the upcoming completion of settlement in the West Bank stirred ferment 
among Cush Beunim members who in the last few days announced their 
intention to resume the organigation of settlement nuclei in the Weat 
Bank. 
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ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


QALQLLIYAH PROTESTS ELECTTICITY LINES=-The Qalqiliyah Municipality headed 
by Hajj Amin al-Nasir has sent 4 protest to the military government about 
Israeli Electricity Corporation lines being extended through the town. 
The electricity lines being extended through Qalqiliyah are intended 

for settlements in western Samaria. [Text] [TA210951 Tel Aviv DAVAR 

in Hebrew 21 Sep 80 p 3) 


RAMALLAH ART GALLERY CLOSED--Today the military government closed an art 
gallery in Ramallah which exhibits paintings by Palestinian painters, 
claiming that an unlicensed exhibition was shown in it. A military 
government officer summoned the gallery owner and confiscated the keys 
to the gallery. The paintings of East Jerusalem artist Sulayman Mansur 
had been exhibited in the gallery. Mansur told our correspondent 

Arye Gus that the themes of his paintings were not political but 
folkloristic. Two weeks ago the military government configcated five 
paintings by another artist. [Text] [TA212018 Jerusalem Domestic 
Service in Hebrew 1900 GMT 21 Sep 80) 


CHILDREN ALLOWANCES--The military authorities in Judaea and Samaria will 
pay allowances for children to the military government [Arab] employees 
for every child under 18 years of age. Up to four children the allowance 
will be about 250 Israeli pounds per child and from the fifth child 
upward the allowance will be about 140 pounds per child. Our corres- 
pondent Arye Gus notes that Jordan pays allowances for children only 

up to the fourth child while Unwra pays up to seven children. [Text] 
[TA1L81952 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 1800 GMT 18 Sep 80) 


GOVERNMENT, E. JERUSALEM COMPANY--The government and the East Jerusalem 
Electric Corporation have agreed to open negotiations to settle the 
crisis developing between them. Our correspondent Pinhas ‘Inbari has 
learned that the Energy Ministry has promised not to start local pro- 
cedures against the corporation in the near future and has even promised 
to strengthen it by supplying it with generators and other assistance. 
The corporation has agreed to discuss changes in the area under its 
concession and our correspondent mentions possibilities such as ceding 
the electricity supply to the Jewish settlements and IDF camps or to the 
Jewish neighborhoods of Jerusalem. In return the corporation will be 
allowed to supply electricity to Heb... The chairman of the board of 
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directors, Anwar Nusaybah, presented this agreement to the corporation's 
directorate today and no opposit.on was voiced, In contrast, the 
corporation workers’ committee rushed to release a statement that rejects 
any changes in the corporation's concession, Our correspondent notes 
that in the past this committee had already foiled a compromise attempt 
with the government, [Text] [TA181825 Jerusalem Domestic Service 

in Hebrew 1800 GMT 18 Sep 80) 


UNEMPLOYMENT DATA RELEASED=-Over 53,000 people were unemployed during 
the first half of 1980. According to data released by the Central Bureau 
of Statistics the number of employed men has decreased while the number 
of employed women has increased by 2.5 percent. During the first half 
of 1980 the number of unemployed was higher by a 55<percent average com- 
pared with 1979 and by 31 percent compared with 1978. The number of 
unemployed actively looking for jobs during thie period reached an 
average of 53,000, which is equivalent to 4,1 percent of the civilian 
manpower as compared to a 2.9 percent unemployment rate in 1979 and 

3.6 percent in 1978. The number of those seeking jobs through the 
employment bureaus reached 29,000 during the fireat half of 1980. In 
addition, the number of those seeking jobs for a long ‘S-week period 
reached 38,000, almost three-fourths of all unemployed during the first 
half of 1980. In general, the civilian manpower in Israel totaled nearly 
1.3 million, [TA182001 Tel Aviv IDF Radio in Hebrew 1510 GiT 18 Sep 80) 


PARTY FUNDS FOR AHVA--Yesterday the Knesset decided that the Democratic 
faction--which consisted of six Knesset members until July 1980--split 
into two three-member factions: Yiga'el Yadin, Shmu'el Tamir and 
Binyamin Halevi (Democrats) and Shmu'el Eliyahu, Shafiq As'ad and 

‘Aqiva Nof (AHVA). The implication of this decision is that the AHVA 
faction will receive party funds. Each one of the factions will receive 
about 4.25 million Israeli pounds at the rate prevalent in September 1980. 
[Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMIGHMAR in Hebrew 18 Sep 80 p 2 TA) 


"ITIM' DIRECTORATE--The annual ITIM meeting held in Tel Aviv elected a 
new directorate. Amir Davideon, Yisra'e] Dori, Shabtay Himmelfarb, 
Shalom Weiss, Alter (Welner), No'ah Moses, Aharon Krausz, Yosef Qarni 
and ‘Amos Schocken are members of the directorate. Mr Shabtay Himmel farb 
was chosen chairman of the board of directors, Mr No'ah Moses, the chair- 
man of the consulting committee for editing, and Mr Yosef Qarni and 

Mr Aharon Krausz were elected members of the staff committee. [Tel Aviv 
ITIM in Hebrew 1443 GMT 16 Sep 80 TA] 
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JORDAN TAKES CREDIT POR ILO CONDEMNATION OF ISRAEL 





Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 29 Jun 60 p 20 


[Report on press conference held by the Jordanian Minister of Labor, 
‘Umar al-Nabulei, in Amman; date not given) 


[Text] Al-Nabulei Explaine Jordan's Role in Inter- 
national Labor Organisation's Adoption of Resolution 
Condemning the Zionist Settlements Policy in the 
Occupied Arab Territories. 


The conference of the International Labor Organization condemned the 
establishment of leraeli settlements in Palestine and other occupied 
Arab territories. This was in a resolution adopted by the conference 
during ite 66th session held in Geneva from 4 to 25 June. 


During @ presse conference held on 28 June, Jordan's minister of labor, 
‘Umar al-Nabulei, eaid that the Jordanian delegation had submitted this 
resolution to the conference where it was supported by 4 sweeping 
majority. The draft resolution, according to al-Nabulei, was presented 
by the Jordanian delegation at the request of the Arab group of nations, 
which authorized Jordan last March to submit a draft resolution con- 
demning the establishment of leraeli settlements in Palestine and other 
occupied Arab territories. 


Ai-Nabulei eaid that the adoption of this resolution by the Internationa! 
Labor Organization has a special significance and is an indication o° 

the progress of the just Arab cause. This action represents, in itself, 
etrong support for the Arab position vie-a-vis the Israeli occupation and 
arbitrary measures which violate international laws, agreements and 
custom, especially with regard to the confiscation of Arab land, the 
establishment of settlements and the interference with the cultural 
freedom of Arab workers in Palestine and other Arab occupied terri- 
tories. 


Al-Nabulei emphasized that the resolution represents a rejection of the 
policy of “accomplished facts” which Lerael tries to impose illegally and 
by force upon the Arab citizens. This resolution, according to 4al-Nabulsi, 
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reaffirms the role of the International Labor Organization to follow 
up on all forma of injustice which affect workers, in accordance with 
ite constitution, Accordingly, the organisation sent delegations to 
the occupled territories, Their reports exposed the negative effects 
of the leraeli settlement policy upon the social and economic situation 
of the Arab labor force, The delegations’ reports emphasized that the 
continuation of these policies frustrates the Arab citizens in their 
everyday life and work. 


Al-Nabulei talked about the resolution adopted during the 1974 con- 
ference of the Internatinal Labor Organization concerning the policy 

of racial segregation adopted by lerael toward Arab workers in viola- 
tion of their traditional freedoms. We added that the Ieraeli change of 
section 83 of the Jordanian labor law, at the beginning of this year, 
constitutes open interference with the traditional rights of Arab 
workers and forbids them from organizing themselves into union groups. 
Al-Nabulei said that another measure of oppression taken by the Leraeli 
authorities against the Arab citizens was the announcement by the 
Israeli minister of energy concerning lerael's intention to confiscate 
the Electric Company of Jerusalem. Al-Nabulsi talked about the resolu- 
tion of the International Labor Organization which condemned the actions 
of the Ieraeli authorities concerning the establishment of sett lements 
on confiscated Arab land. The resolution: 


1. Expresses concern over the establishment of Israeli settlements in 
Palestine and other occupied Arab territories and the serious economic 
and social consequences of this on the rights and socio-economic inter- 
este of the Arab labor force. 


2. Strongly condemns the establishment of Israeli settlements in 
Palestine and other Arab lands occupied in June 1967. 


3, Urges the Teraeli authorities to stop immediately the construction 
of settlements in Palestine and other Arab occupied territories including 
Jerusalem and to diemantile any existing settlements. 


4, Calle upon all ite members to stop all aid to Israel, especially aid 
which could be used for the establishment of settlements in the occupied 
Arab lands. 


5. Calle on the board of directors and the director general cf the 
International Labor Bureau to do the following: 


a. Offer all kinds of assistance to the Arab citizens in Palestine and 
other occupied Arab territories, in order to develop their technical and 
economic capabilities to face the consequences of occupation and the 
leraeli policy of settlements. 


b. Take all necessary measures in order to carry out this resolution. 
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6, Requests the director general of the international Labor Bureau to 
submit annual reports to the conference concerning the situation of 
Arab workers in Palestine and the other occupied Arab territories, 

in keeping with the provisions of this resolution, 


Al-Nabulat talked about the draft resolution which was submitted by 

the Jordanian delegation to the conference, It stated that based upon 
international principles, the international community hase witnessed, 

since the leraeli aggression in 1967, open and deliberate policies and 
actions by Ierael to establish settlements in Palestine and the other 

Arab territories in violation of the charter of the United Nations and the 
Geneva agreements. 


The Jordanian draft resolution stated that "The occupation authorities, 
which have continuously defied Jordanian society, have recently escalated 
the confiscation of Arab land and intensified the establishment of settile- 
ments by evicting and disregarding the rights and interests of Arab land 
owners. It ie necessary to emphasize that such practices are prohibited 
by the fourth Geneva agreement and are considered to be in serious 
violation of this agreement. 


"The resettlement policy of the Leraeli occupation authorities has and 
continues to have a serious and directly negative effect on employment 
and income of the local citizens ‘ue to the growing confiscation of the 
natural resources of the area, such as agricultural land and water 
sources for the use of the new lereeli settlements. This policy has 
led to a dangervus level of unemployment as well as to other dangerous 
labor problems resulting from the dispossessing of emall farmers and 
others of their land and property. This policy creates a multitude of 
difficulties in an atmosphere of growing insecurity created and main- 
tained by Israeli official plans to establish additional settlements 
in the rest of the occupied Arab territories. 


"This Israeli policy and its impact on the livelihood of workers in the 
occupied Arab territories have led to dangerous results which obstruct 
economic and social development, and drive workers and farmers out of 
their fertile land. 


"This policy of occupation has led to the dispersement of Arab society 
in the occupied Arab territories and Palestine. It has also caused 
social, economic, cultural and material damage to the workers of this 
land and to the future of their families. 


"On this occasion, we would like to point out, Mr Chairman, the 12th 
point which includes paragraphs 99 to 102 of the third supplement of 
the report of the director of the International Labor Organization to 
the current session concerning the labor situation in the occupied 
Arab territories. 
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"The International Labor Organization and its previous conferences have 
taken paine to study the situation of Arab workers, For this reason, 
the current session is called upon to condemn the leraeli settlement 
polley and to take immediate measures to guarantee putting an end to 

the deteriorating situation of the Arab workers a8 stated in the draft 
resolution, This is a necessity, since the deteriorating economic, 
social and material situation of the Arab workere in Palestine and other 
occupied Arab territories is a result of the settlement policy adopted 
officially and publicly by lerael in defiance of all international laws 
and of the constitution of the International Labor Organization. 


"Foreign military occupation is abnormal, is condemned by the inter- 
national community, and is illegal. For this reason, it is our duty 

as an international family to take this situation into account in dealing 
with the situation of Arab workers. No one can deny that the establish- 
ment of settlements and practices resulting therefrom are a blunt 
violation of the rights of the Arab workers and a threat to economic 

and social security in the occupied territories and the entire Arab 
world," 


Al-Nabulei added that the draft resolution was adopted by the conference 
after heated debates between the countries supporting it and the western 
countries which tried to block it under the pretext that it was a 
political resolution unrelated to the purpose of the International 

Labor Organization. 


The Jordanian sinister expressed his gratitude to the countries which 
supported and made this resolution successful. 
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JORDAN 


FOREIGN DEPOSITS OF JORDANLAN BANKS ANALYZED 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 29 Jun 80 p 6 
[Article by Jihad al-Ra't: "On Foreign Investments of Jordanian Banke") 


[Text] In comment on Fahd al-Fanik's article entitled "Where Are Foreign 
Investments of Jordanian Banks Heading" published under the "Economic 
Sphere” column of the Jordanian AL-RA'Y issued on Wednesday, 18 June 1980, 
and in view of the proposale and opinions which the article expresses on 
the basis of narrow conclusions that are far from the essence of the issue 
altogether, I have deemed it fit to write this comment: 


Al-Fanik has attributed the reason for the increase in the assets which the 
Jordanian banks have abroad to two things: 


Firet, “earning high and guaranteed interest for these assets instead of 
lending them to Jordanian projects." 


Second, “the income tax law exempts foreign income and this opens the door 
for claiming that the interest earned for the assets deposited abroad is 
not subject to Jordanian taxes, even if the interest belongs to a branch 
existing in Jordan and even if the source of the interest earned is the 
citizens’ deposits. The interest paid [by the banks] for these assets is 
counted as bank expenses for the purpose of taxes." 


Because al-Fanik has not been able to go any further in defining the frame- 
work of this problam and ite effects on the Jordanian economy in a manner 
that enables him to follow a course that leads to proposals dealing with 
the essential issues, rather than just observe some superficial points to 
discuss such a complex and thorny iseve in reliance on some secondary 
—972 I will try to make some analyses to answer the conclusions of 

the writer. 


Firet, al-Fanik specific statement that all the assets of the Jordanian 
commercial banks abroad are investments in the scientific sense of the 
word is not true. Had al-Fanik taken the trouble of analyzing these assets 
and studying the reasons why any bank maintains assets outside the kindgom, 
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he would have found that thie practice ie in accordance with regular 
formulas aimed at facilitating a bank's work and at serving ite customers 
well, 


Second, the Jordanian foreign currency control lawe permit the banks to 
open non-resident accounts in foreign currency for residents and non- 
residents with the aim of bringing in foreign investments and the deposite 
of non-residents because of their effective role in boletering the currency 
reserves and strengthening the kingdom's balance of paymente. The same 
laws also permit free withdrawing and depositing in these accounts on 
encouraging terme to achieve the desired goal. 


As a result of this permit, the banks are allowed to maintain sufficient 
foreign currency deposits abroad to meet their foreign currency commitments 
and remittances from and to these accounte. Al-Fanik has forgotten some- 
thing in his comment on the City Bank budget when he said: "In 1979, City 
Bank was a model of the successful bank that deserves congratulation and 
that encourages other banks, especially our national banks, to improve 
their efficiency and their competitive situation in order to be able to 
stand fast and to protect their share of the banking market in Jordan." 


Had al-Fanik examined the City Bank budget well, he would have found that 
most of its foreign deposite are assets belonging to non-residents and 
deposited abroad in foreign currency. 


Aseuming that the figures which the writer has sited at the outset of his 
article--figures that point out that the banks’ deposits in foreign 

currency have increased from 12 million dinars in 1975 to almost 100 million 
dinars at present--are correct, then we find it extremely surprising that 
he considers this figure large when compared with the foreign assets in 
Bahrain which amount to 25 billion dollars even though the income of Jordan 
as a country is equal to Bahrain's income. It is surprising that the writer 
finds this figure large, especially in light of the basic principle seeking 
to transform Jordan into a successful center for the attraction of foreign 
deposits and investments at a time in which Jordan is passing a successful 
transitional period to boleter its economy and to maintain the exchange 
rate between the dinar and foreign currencies. 


As for the al-Fanik's explanation of this increase in the deposits as the 
greed to earn high and guaranteed interest rate and, consequently, as a 
concealed means for evading income taxes, the current international interest 
rates are the best answer refuting this explanation. Rather, the increase 
in the interest rate for the Eurodollar from eight percent to almost 20 
percent from the beginning of 1980 till March 1980 has exhausted the savings 
of all the developing countries and has led to a deficit in their balances 
of payment, considering that this increase led to an increase in the cost 

of local savings without the ability to correct local lending due to the 
presence of definite [interest rate] ceilings. Moveover, the international 
rise in the interest rates--a rise occurring as the result of reasons and 
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goals visualized by the United States and the industrial countries to 
curtail the current international inflation--has had a negative impact on 
all the public and private economic sectors of the developing countries 
and at the expense of their savings. 


It te concluded from this that the rise in the interest rates has not been 
in the interest of the developing countries. Consequently, this explanation 
denies the presence of any policies aimed at investment outeide the country 
and at evading taxes at a time when the economy is suffering from recession, 
inflation and some liquidity [sic]. Moreover, this explanation confirms 
the lack of the ability to contain the negative influences on our national 
economy. Therefore, the talk about levying taxes on the so-called interest 
which the banks earn from abroad will have a negative impact on the process 
of developing and increasing the deposits of non-residents in the Jordanian 
banks. Moreover, the equation embodied in the desire of all concerned to 
increase government revenues through taxes on the one hand and to keep 
developing Jordan's role as a central financial center in the Arab area is 
an equation that requires detailed and careful study so that no measures 
harming this equation and, consequently, acting against all aspects of the 
national economy may be taken. 


As for al-Fanik's explanation regarding the inclination of the Jordanian 
banks to invest outeide the kingdom rather than lend their monies to 
Jordanian projects, the answer to this explanation is evident in the attempt 
of some Jordanian companies and establishments to borrow in U.S. dollars 
from the international Furomarket as of the beginning of 1976--an endeavor 
which continues until the present. 


If these companies and establishments want to transfer their debts in 
Eurodollars into local loans, they have to pay the Jordanian banks interest 
prices and commissions similar to what they have paid the foreign banks and 
they have to offer the Jordanian banks the same guarantees that they have 
offered the foreign banks. At the same time, they have to follow the policy 
of favoring the foreign side. 


Finally, I ask al-Fanik to review hie article after a detailed study of the 
effects of the decline [ruju'] in the interest rate on the dollar and the 
increased floating of the interest rates paid for loans from the Burodollar 
market so that he may understand the causes and dimensions of the problem 
and may offer ue more of his invaluable opinions and suggestions. 
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JORDAN 


MINISTER CONCLUDES WOOD AGREEMENT WITH MALAYSIA 
Amman AL=RA'Y in Arabic 28 Jun 80 p 2 


[Article: "Minister of Finance's Return From Malaysia; Agreement to Supply 
Jordanian Lumber Company With Tree Trunks for Unlimited Period") 


[Text] Amman--Salim al-Masa'idah, the minister of finance, returned to 
Amman at noon yesterday after a visit of several days to the Republic of 
Malaysia. 





Al-Masa'idah has said that during the visit, he held talks with the presi- 
dent of the Malaysian State of (Sarawak) on supplying the Jordanian Lumber 
Company with its wood needs. 


The minister added that a joint agreement has been signed by the two sides 
in this regard and that in accordance with this agreement, the State of 
Sarawak undertakes to supply the Jordanian Lumber Company with good-quality 
tree trunks for an unlimited period and at the prevalent prices. 


It is expected that Jordan's need of lumber will amount annually to 100,000 
cubic meters valued at 4-5 million dinars. 


The agreement was signed on behalf of the government of Sarawak by the 
state's prime minister and on behalf of the Jordanian government by Salim 
al-Masa'idah, the minister of finance. 


The minister has also said that he held discussions with the Malaysian 
officials on the means to boleter and strengthen the existing economic 
cooperation between the two countries, to increase the trade exchange and 
to enhance the volume of imports and exports between the ty atries. 


Al-Masa'idah hae further added that the discussions with tuur ‘sysian 
officials also dealt with the possibility of setting joint proj. cs by the 
two countries and of exploiting the means of transportation operating 
between the two countries to ship the crude Jordanian potash and phosphate 
exported to the southeast Asian countries. 
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It ie to be noted that the Jordeant = Lumber Company was founded with a 
capital of 3 million dinars and that the government and government estab- 
lishmente own more than 50 percent of thie capital. 


The company, located in the city of al-'Aqabah, is expected to start pro- 
duction at the beginning of February 1980. 


The minister was received at the airport by the ministry undersecretary, 


the director of the Land and Survey Bureau and a number of high-ranking 
ministry officiale. 
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KUWAIT 


NEW PETROLEUM INVESTMENT COMPANY FORMED 
Beirut THE ARAB WORLD WEEKLY in English 6 Sep 80 p 6 


[Text] The newly-formed $380 million Kuwait Petroleum Investment Company 
is a departure from the previous policy of the government which had 
earlier confined all oil sector activities to the control of the State. 
While the four earlier companies are to continue to be state-owned, 

the new one will have a 30 per cent participation of the public, 


Informed sources in Kuwait were reported as saying that the new policy 
was partly due to the desire of the government to create new avenues 
of investment within the country for Kuwaiti citizens. The flight of 
the capital in the past, in search of better interest rates and invest- 
ment opportunities, had created a series liquidity situation in the 
country. 


The Kuwaiti government will be in effective control of the company as 
it owns 70 per cent of the shares. Besides, the Board of Directors of 
the new company will have representatives from the Ministry of Finance 
and Commerce. 


The new company will take over the downstream operations like trading 
in all types of oil derivatives, marketing and management of oil pro- 
jects. Since downstream operations are mostly abroad, the new company 
is likely to be involved in joint ventures and acquiring share in oil 
installations abroad. It will also be investing in pipeline construc- 
tion, refineries.... 


The $3.7 billion Kuwait Petroleum Corporation will continue to be the 
umbrella organization for all oil sector activities in the country. — 
The 4 companies directly affiliated to it will be supplemented by 
divisions for marketing and planning. 


The Kuwait 0il Company will manage exploration, production and drilling. 
The Kuwaiti National Petroleum Company will be confined to refining 

and the Kuwait Oil Taners Company [as printed] will concentrate on 
maritime transport. The Petrochemical Industries Company will produce 
petrochemicals. 
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The Kuwait Petroleum Corporation wili also control gas production and 
marketing. <A hew company might be formed to manage gas production 
and marketing as the volume of trading increases, 


The Arabian O11 Company, which operates in the neutral sone, will not 
be affected by the corporation's functioning. The Arabian 011 Company 
is jointly owned by Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 4 Japanese company. 
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LEBANON 


SOVIET LNITLATLVE IN LEBANON EXAMINED 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 8 Jul 80 p 2 
[Article by Sarkis Na'um: “The Soviets, Un! “ication and the Army") 


[Text] The meetings which have been taking place for some time between 
Soviet Ambassador to Lebanon Aleksander Soldatov and Bashir al-Jumayyil 
and former President Camille Sham'un, as well as the Soviet ambassador's 
continual meetings with the staffe of the National Movement and the 
Palestinian resistance, have given everyone the impression that the 
Soviet Union currently supports the efforts to achieve reconciliation 
among the Lebanese themselves end between the Lebanese and the Pales- 
tiniane and Syrians. This impression is reinforced by the fact that 
Soviet officials have not revealed any position to the contrary. 


Individuals who have recently visited Moscow confirm this view. They 
say that the enthusiasm with which Soviet officials talked about the 
necessity of Lebanese reconciliation surprised them greatly, going far 
beyond their expectations. 


These individuals say that the Soviets expressed their appreciation of 
the general principles of unification as announced by the administration 
a few months ago, especially since they view these principles as being 
in harmony with the political solution put forward previously by the 
National Movement through Walid Junblat. They also heard a sincere 
appeal for an end to the series of security disruptions and cooperation 
with the existing Lebanese Army, which is now in the process of being 
rebuilt in a manner which will satisfy all Lebanese. 


The visitors indicate that they aleo heard a call for the elimination of 
the disparity in the positions within the National Movement regarding the 
issue of the army and the provision of assistance to help the authorities 
regain their military effectiveness. According to the Soviet appeal, 
this should be accomplished through political efforts and dialog before 
circumtances make it necessary to deal with this matter through means 
which are completely inconsistent with the principles of dialog and 
democracy. 








The visitors themelves think it unlikely that this Soviet position will 
result in an initiative in the full sense of the word, They do say, 
however, that they sensed a determination to make a broad and peaceful 
move in this direction. 


What are the motives behind thie Soviet determination to achieve recon= 
ciliation and remove the obstacles blocking it? 


Officials in the Kremlin say that behind this determination is a desire 
to see Lebanon regain ite vitality, ite role, ite unity and its peace. 

But they aleo say, according to visitore to Moscow, that there are many 
other factors behind thie Soviet position, the most important of which 

are the following: 





1. The Soviet Unton's desire to protect Syria, ite friend and main ally 
in the area, from any pressure in Lebanon which might cause problems for 
it. This desire is heightened by the fact that Syria is currently the 
target of intense pressure both within the country and in the Arab and 
international spheres. This pressure is aimed at weakening Syria's 
resolve in the face of the American policy tied to Camp David and its 
offshoots and forcing it away from the Soviets in order to make the area 
largely closed to Soviet influence once again. 


In this connection, the Soviets are earnestly afraid that new domestic 
and foreign developments might force officials in Damascus to withdraw 
their forces from Lebanon--or at least a large portion of them. Such 

a move would take place under the shadow of an explosive Lebanese 
situation, and this could ignite the entire area. The sole beneficiary 
from such a development would be Israel. 


2. The Soviet Union's desire to protect the Palestinian resistance 

which maintains an effective presence in Lebanon. A continuation of the 
present climate, which has had a considerable effect on the relationship 
between the Lebanese and Palestinians at the popular level, would not be 
very encouraging, especially if it deteriorates further and is exploited 
by enemies of the revolution. For this reason, the Soviets would like to 
see a thorough clearing of the air between the Lebanese authorities and 
the resistance, as well as between the resistance and all segments of the 
Lebanese people. In this connection, circles close to the National Move- 
ment and the Islamic public say that the PLO wishes to restore the 
climate of trust between itself and the authorities and is working toward 
this goal. Resistance leaders have confirmed this more than once in 
their meetings with Lebanese parties initiated in Sidon and to be com 
pleted in Beirut. However, these sources also say that the resistance 
should only approach circles capable of delivering on pledges. This is 
because it is no longer possible to polarize the general public, with 
whom the resistance nearly ran into problems, and use it as an ally 
against everybody else, including the government. 


l4y 








}, The Soviet Union's conviction, based on information in its possession, 
that lerael may launch a military attack against south Lebanon which this 
time would cross the red line and reach the proximity of Saida. Such an 
attack would probably take place immediately before or after the American 
presidential elections when American desire to prevent or protest such 
action would be in limbo, The resulte of such an attack under a state 

of complete Lebanese reconciliation and good Lebanese=Syrian-Palestinian 
relations would be considerably different than under a estate of con- 
tinued fragmentation and explosiveness in Lebanon and a slump in rela 
tions between Lebanon, Syria and the PLO. The Soviets believe that the 
time is now ripe to achieve reconciliation, especially since there is 
presently a crieie, in their view, between Ierael and members of the 
“Lebanese Front” who have been dealing with it. 


$591 
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LEBANON 


BA'TH PARTY FORMS REGIONAL COMMAND, ANNOUNCES PROGRAM 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 3} Jul 80 p 5 


[Article: “Results of Eighth Regional Congress of Ba'th Party Organization; 
Qansuh Announces ‘Phased Political Program’; New Regional Command and 
Dissolution of Pan-Arab Front”) 


[Text] Engineer ‘Asim Qaneuh, the secretary general of the Arab Ba'th 
Party Organization, has announced the “phased political program” approved 
by the eighth Regional Congress which was convened from 29 to 31 May 1980 
and elected a new regional command. 


Before noon, Qaneuh held a press conference at the organization headquarters 
in the presence of the regional command sembers and representatives of 
the various parties and organizations of the National Movement. 


In a long statement he read, Qansuh defined the Lebanese, Arab and inter- 
national issues that have to be tackled or confronted. At the local 
political level, Qansuh spoke of the “active imperialist-Zionist scheme 
to fragment the area and to turn it into racist entities with the ais 

of guaranteeing Ierael's racist presence, of justifying this presence, of 
guaranteeing continuation of the acts to plunder the Arab nation's 
resources and of tightening the control over this area.” 


At Lebanese Level 


For Lebanon's unity, Qaneuh called for struggle “to abolish all forms of 
partitionist government that are actually existing in some areas (Eastern 
Beirut, Kasrawan and Border Strip), to eliminate their political, military, 
administrative and security instruments, to urge the legitimate authority 
to spread its control over all the Lebanese territories and to confront 

all the political calls for numerous decentralized entities and for all 
forms of declared and concealed. partition.” 


Qansuh has also expressed the belief that the other part of the plot is 
intended to “strike the Arabiem of Lebanon.” Qansuh has aleo called for 
“declaring the official Lebanon's abidance and all the Lebanese people's 
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abidance by the Arabiem of Lebanon, for fully confronting and Zionist 
enemy by virtue of hie being the fateful danger to the homeland, for 
struggling to put an end to the leraeli occupation of a part of the 
south and to the falee entity called the border strip and for denouncing 
and bringing to trial all those who deal with the enemy." 


Qaneub then praised the “historic decision taken by comrade struggier 
Hafiz al-Asad on the entry of the Syrian Arab forces to Lebanon to put 

an end to the blood bathe” and spoke of the success of these forces in 
“putting a stop to the sectarian interfighting (...), obstructing the 
partition, preserving Lebanon's Arabiem and unity and protecting the 
resistance and the national and pan-Arab forces." He aleo pointed out 
that the Deferrence Force “has faced an unacceptable position because of 
the state's hesitant policy and because of the plotting of the forces that 
are tiled to the leraeli enemy. Thies hae dwarfed the role of these forces 
that have accepted, out of concern for the safety of Lebanon and of its 
people, to turn into a police solving the citizen's subsidiary problems." 


Qaneuh stressed the need for “Lebanon to abide by the requirements of its 
Arab belonging, foremet of which are participation in the Arab confrontation 
againet the Zionist enemy, the struggle against the two Camp David accords, 
affirmation of Lebanon's commitments to the Palestinian cause, respect 

for the Palestinian resistance's right to struggle for restoration of the 
ueurped land, entrenchment of the Palestinian-Lebanese relations on the 
basis of the agreements concluded between the State of Lebanon and the PLO 
and regulation of the distinguished relations between Lebanon and Syria in 
an ateosphere of truaet and respect and strengthening these relations on the 
baeis of the commn pan-Arab destiny." 


To fight the resettlement echeme, Qaneuh said “our party believes in the 
struggle for: 


"A national declaration signed by all the national and progressive forces 
and parties rejecting all forme of resettlement and condemning all of ites 
manifestations ao as to preserve the unity of the homeland's soil and 


people. 


"A Palestinian declaration signed by all the Palestinian resistance factions 
rejecting and condemning ail forms of resettlement and considering anybody 
involved in such resettlement a traitor to the pan-Arab cause and to the 
Palestinian cause. 


“Efforts to put an end to all the security and non-security violations, 
to condemn their perpetrators and to bring them to trial before the 
Lebanese public opinion, as well as efforts for all the resistance 
factions’ commitment to Lebanon's national destiny especially the fate 
of Lebanon's southern part. 


“The presence of the Lebanese legitimate establishments in their various 
forms and with their various inetruments in southern Lebanon, factlitating 
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the work of these establishments and helping them to carry out their 
national and social duties, 


"Condemnation of any action giving the impression that a substitute to 
the Lebanese legitimate authority ie established in the south and bringing 
to telal the perpetrators of such actions on the charge of national treason. 


"Considering the plotting forces as forces colluding in the resettlement 
plan as long a8 they work to establish areas under the control of the 
terror of their armed militias because this action prevents the Lebanese 
authority from performing ite role and aims at weakening and toppling 
this authority so as to pase ail the echemes for dividing Lebanon into 
sectarian and racist mini-states.” 


Government and Army 


Qaneuh said that to develop the government, the Ba'th Party "will abide by 
the demcratic political etruggle to develop Lebanon and to put an end 

to the various forms of factional and sectarian domination and armed control 
by any faction or sect, to realize democratic participation in government, 
to amend the parliamentary elections law so as to strike the sectarian 
representation formula, to secure the necessary balance between the 
authorities and to preserve the demcratic liberties and guarantee their 
continuation.” 





As for building the Lebanese army, what is required is "a complete national 
plan emanating from the adoption of a clear national defense policy (...), 
the formulation of mobilizational and educational programs to develop the 
national sentiment and the sense of national and cultural belonging to 

the Arab nation (...), striking the imported programs, applying the national 
service law to all the Lebanese, creating formulas that serve to link the 
army with the national destiny of the Arab nation, adopting an armament 
policy on the basis of the national and pan-Arab interest, carrying out 

the military plane and training on the use of weapons with the Arab armies, 
especially the Syrian army, and strengthening, developing and increasing 
the numbers of the internal security forces." 


Frontal (al-jabhawi] Action 

After a historical review of the party's action, Qaneuh demanded “a 
progressive national front that determines the tasks of the current phase" 
and that has “a unified and united political visualization, independent 
national decision and a sound popular course” and that focuses on “Lebanon's 
Arabiem and the unity of ite territories, strengthening the struggle 

against world imperialism, led by the United States and that has 4 program 
for a comprehensive confrontation against Arab reaction and supports the 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front." Qansuh has urged “all the forces 
that stand in the confrontation and combat trench against the racist 

fascist forces, represented in the Phalanges and Liberal Parties," to join 
this front. 
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Social and Development Sphere 


in the social and development sphere, the party has demanded the right of 
work for all and has called for dealing with the problems of education and 
school fees, for creating work opportunities for women in order to bolster 
their freedom, for supporting the productive economic sectors and for 
realizing the principles of social and developmental harmony so as to 
help the gore backward areas. Economically, the attention has been focused 
on opposing "the domination of foreign capital, forcing the foreign banke 
to invest a part of their capital and deposits in the country protecting 
the national economy against the infiltration of foreign capital, establish- 
ing a fair lending policy for the productive economic sectors, struggling 
against the open-door policy represented in the free economy, enhancing 
the public sector's role in the foreign trade and demanding that the 

atate take advantage of the socialist camp markets." 


At the Arab level, Qansuh has attacked the two Camp David accords and has 
called for the establishment of "the broadest Arab front of the Arab 
liberation movement's factions within the framework of the Arab People's 
Congress and its Permanent Secretariat, supporting the Steadfastness and 
Confrontation Front, supporting Syria's steadfastness and considering Syria 
the first bastion of steadfastness in the face of Zionist aggression, 
supporting the struggle of the Arab masses in Egypt, led by the Egyptian 
National Front, bolstering the steadfastness of our people in the occupied 
territories and considering the PLO the sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people, supporting our people in Oman against the regime 
of Qabus, supporting the Eritrean revolution, condeming the suspect mve- 
ments of some Arab regimes that are trying to outflank the Baghdad 
resolutions, especially the Iraqi regime, struggling for the reunification 
of the two parte of Yemen, supporting the Libyan Jamahiriyah, condemning 
Arab reaction and uniting the Palestinian resistance factions." 


At International Level 


At the international level, what is required is to "strengthen the relations 
between the Arab progressive organizations and parties and the progressive 
communist parties in the world, enhance the Arab nation's relations with 

the socialist bloc countries, led by the Soviet Union, confront all form 
of the U.S. imperialist aggression against our nation, support the oppressed 
peoples and the world liberation movements, support the struggle of the 
islamic revolution in Iran and condemm the U.S. intervention attempts, 
support the Afghan revolution and condemn the Pakistani-U.S.-Arab reactionary 
aggression against this revolution, support the Soviet backing of the Afghan 
people and condemn the European initiative seeking to give Camp David a 

new form that can be passed against the interests of our Arab nation.” 


New Command 


The statement concluded by declaring the names of the organization's new 
regional command which is comprised of: ‘Asim Qansuh, ‘Abdallah al-Amin, 
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‘Abd-al-Amir ‘Abbas, Nimr Waydar Ahmad, ‘Abdallah al-Shahhal, ‘Ali Miqdad, 
Suhayl al-Qasear, Habib Daghir, Asad Suwayd, Haydar Hawmani, Dr Muhammad 
Shari, Muhammad ‘Ali Qaneuh, Dr ‘Abd-al-Amir Dakrub and ‘Umar "Umar. 


Dissolution of Pan-Arab [al-qawniyah) Front 


At the end of the conference, Qaneuh wae asked about the fate of the Pan- 
Arab Front after the Ba'th Party Organization's departure from it. He 
said: “When the ephere of national action becomes broader, more compre- 
hensive and clearer=-and this has characterized the local, Arab and inter- 
national political line of the National Movement=<then all the national 
and progressive forces should assume their role in the national movement. 
It must be pointed out here that one of our allies has taken stances that 
cannot be approved by the national or Islami: inciples and that this 
ally has become in an unenviable position. 1 fore, it has been better 
to solve the Pan-Arab Front after our departure ‘rom it and we are declaring 
here the dissolution of thie front. As for our colleagues in the National 
Confrontation Front, we are in constant contact and alliance with them 
through this front's chairman, Minister Talal al-Mar'ibi." 
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LEBANON 


TRADE DELEGATION'S TRIP TO EAST EUROPE DISCUSSED 
Beirut AL-NIDA' in Arabic 5 Jul 80 p 4 


[Article: "Delegation of Lebanese Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
Assesses Trip to Eastern Bloc Countries; Increasing Imports; Lebanese 
Production Weeks") 


[Text] The delegation of the Lebanese chambers of commerce and industry to 
the meetings of the joint chambers of the eastern bloc countries has made 
an assessment of the outcome of its trip to Hungary, the GDR and Poland. 


The chairmen of the Lebanese chambers have asserted that the results of 
the trip have been positive and that the eastern side has expressed its 
understanding of all the issues brought up at the meetings by the Arab 
side and has promised to eliminate the causes of all complaints and to 
exert efforts to bolster economic cooperation between the eastern bloc 
and the Arab countries. 


The chairmen of the chambers have also pointed out that the Lebanese 
delegation drew up the attention of the eastern side to the deficit which 
the Lebanese trade balance with the eastern bloc suffers and demanded that 
these countries’ imports from Lebanon be increased in order to realize as 
much balance as possible in trade exchange. 


The Lebanese delegation also urged the increased organization of joint fairs, 
the sending of delegations to Lebanon and the Arab area in view of the 
effect of such visits on the growth and enhancement of trade, on 
strengthening the relations and on familiarization with products. 


During the meetings, the discussion dealt with organizing Lebanese weeks 

in the eastern bloc countries to introduce the Lebanese production and 

sell it to the eastern consumer. This idea has been welcomed and supported 
in principle by the four [sic] countries visited by the delegation. It 

has also been decided to continue the discussions with these countries’ 
officials to crystallize and carry out this idea. 


The chairmen of the chambers have further pointed out that the discussion 
with the joint chambers also focused on the issue of setting up joint 
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projects in the sphere of tourtam and industry and that the eastern side has 
expressed its full readiness to discuss the details of setting up such 
projects which are beneficial to both sides, 


The Lebanese side also brought up the issue of supplying technical and 
technological expertise and of training Arab manpower, especially since 
there are numerous epheres in which this expertise is needed. The eastern 
side has expressed its readiness to offer such expertise and to exert 
efforts to bolster economic cooperation with Lebanon and the Arab countries 
in the various spheres. 


The meeting [sic] was attended by ‘Adnan al-Qassar, Gabriel Badaru, Muhammad 
Lama' (Beirut chamber), Najib al-Manla and Joseph Bulus (Tripoli chamber), 
and Alfred Skaf (Zahlah chamber). 


The meeting was also attended by Dr Llyas Ghantus, the assistant secretary 
genera! of the General Federation of the Arab Chambers of Commerce. 
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LEBANON 


PROMOTLON OF ARMY OFFICERS REPORTED 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 4 Jul 80 p 6 


[Article: "Decree on Promotion of Army Officers Affects 79 First Lieutenants 
and Lieutenants") 


[Text] AL-NAHAR publishes the following decree No 3196 on the promotion 

of army officers after having published yesterday the names of a number 

of officers affected by the promotion, in addition to publishing the decree 
promoting Brig Gen Dr Jirjis Qumayr, chairman of the Military Hospital, to 
the rank of medical major general. 


Following is the text of the decree: 


"Article 1. The following army officers shall be promted to a higher 
rank as of 1 July 1980: 


"1. The following first lieutenants shall be promoted to the rank of 
captain: Jan Pierre Mawsalli (physician), Nabil Wakim (engineer), Majid 
Shams (engineer), Faris Ziyadi, Michel al-Dam'ah, Bashir Nashshabah, 

Habib Buraydi, Ghassan Karam, Durayd al-Kanj, Sami ‘Abdallah, Zayn Khalifah, 
Tony Gharib, George Ma'luf (navy), Hasan al-Qurq (navy), Kamal Rashid 
(engineer), Salim Karam, Fu'ad Mukanna, Hammam As‘ad, Naji Sallum, Sharbil 
Mazra'ani (pilot), Ilyas al-Khuri (pilot), Ibrahim al-Far (administrator), 
Sa'id Ilyas ‘Id (adminstrator), Edmund al-Khuri (administrator), Khalil 
Habballah (pilot). 


"2. The following lieutenants shall be promoted to the rank of first 
lieutenant: Antoine Haddad, Surin Abu-Samra, Salim Kharyati, ‘Ali Rammal, 
Mustafa Hamdan, ‘Abdu ‘Atallah, Tawfiq Hannun, Nabil Bayadu, Salah 

Fadlallah, Uhannis Ughasipian, Emile Hanna, Fawzi Subayti, Salim Ra'd, 
"Abd-al-Qadir al-'Aris, Suhayl Zahr-al-Din, Bassam Abu-al-Muna, Nasif 

"Ubayd, Walid ‘'Uwaydat, Joseph Francis, Shawqi Hamdan, Ghazi Riman, 

Muhammad Baydun, Hanna al-Maqdisi, Ilyas Rihana, Husayn Khalaf, Misbah 
al-Husami, Nazih Rahbani, Ahmad Dib, Nabil Abu-Mulhim, Yasir al-Khatib, 
Joseph Dahir, Samir al-Qadi, Radwan al-Khayr, Hasan Jabir, Muhammad Banayuti, 
Fayiz Badi' ‘Azar, Muhammad Shabbu, ‘Izzat Dib, Eli Hajjar, Victor Shuaayr, 
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Rif'at Shukr, Marun Abu-Hamad, Michel Nahhas, Hani Diyab, Sharbil Abu-Antun, 
Fu'ad Shahadi, As'ad Haddad (pilot), George Sadaqah (pilot), Ghassan 
Khalifah (pilot), Sultan Mundhir, Michel al-Hashim (navy), Yusuf Rufayil 
(navy) and Ibrahim Ghantus. 


"Article 2. This decree shall be published and shall be conveyed to the 
authorities concerned." 


Decree No 3188 dated 28 June 1980 has also been issued retiring the following 
air force officers at their request: Squadron Leader Jan Tudur [Theodore] 
Maradidis, Flight Lieutenant Niqula Fu'ad Majdalani and Flight Lieutenant 
Sulayman Tanyus al-Khuri. 


The three officers have t » appointed in the reserve force for a period 
of 15 years followtng the retirement. Each of them shall maintain the 
military rank that he has’ eld while in the active service. 


Decrees No 3187 and No 3186, dated 28 June, have also been issued, retiring 
Col ‘Abd-al-Ghani Hamad from the internal security forces and commissioners 
first class in the internal security forces Rafful Badawi and Najib 


al-'Asrawi. 
8494 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


RENTAL EXEMPTIONS FOR MILITARY--The parliamentary management justice, 
finance, public works and defense committees approved yesterday decree 

No 2909 which provides for exempting the military personnel of the army, 
the internal security forces and the public security forces from the 
municipal fees paid on house rents for the year 1978 and the preceding 
years. The committees held their joint session yesterday morning under 
Munir Abu-Fadil, the deputy speaker of the Chamber of Deputies. The session 
was attended by deputies Shafiq Badr, ‘Abduh 'Uwaydat, ‘Ali al-'Abdallah, 
‘Abd-al-Latif Baydun, Salim al-Ma'luf, Mahmud ‘Ammar, Tawfiq ‘Assaf, Michel 
Ma'luli, Bashir al-A'war, Salim al-Dawud, Sam'an al-Dwwayhi and Subhi 
Yaghi. It was also attended by Dr ‘Ali al-Khalil, the minister of finance. 
After the session, Abu-Fadil said: "In view of the fact that the ministers 
concerned, with the exception of the minister of finance, have not attended 
the session and in accordance with the decision of the committees not to 
study any bill in the absence of the minister concerned, the discussion on 
the bills before the committees has been postponed." The decree approved 
by the committees states the following: "Article 1. The military personnel 
of the army, the internal security forces and the public security forces 
have been exempted from the municipal fees paid on housing rent for 1978 
and the preceding years. The exemption applies to those members who were 
in the active service on the given date. Fees already paid may not be 
reimbursed. Article 2. This law shall go into force upon its publication 
in the Official Gazette. [Text] [Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 1 Jul 80 p 6] 
8494 


PROMOTION OF ARMY OFFICERS--Decree No 3195 was issued yesterday promoting 
Brig Gen Dr Jirjis Yusuf Qumayr, chairman of the Military Hospital, to the 
rank of major general as of the beginning of July 1980. Issued also was 
decree No 3196 which provides for promoting 15 first lieutenants in the 
army to the rank of captain and 18 lieutenants to the rank of first 
lieutenant as of the beginning of July 1980. The first lieutenants 
promoted to the rank of captain are: Nabil Wakim, Kamal Rashid, Habib 
Buraydi, Hasan al-Qurq, Tony Gharib, Edmund al-Khuri, Bashir Nashshabah, 
Fu'ad Mukanna, Majid Shams, Salim Karam, Durayd al-Kanj, Naji Sallun, 
Sami ‘Abdallah, Khalil Habballah and Ghassan Karam. The following 
lieutenants have been promoted to the rank of first lieutenant: "Abd-al- 
Qadir al-'Aris, Antoine Haddad, Yasir al-Khatib, Emile Hanna, ‘Ali Rammal, 
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anna al-Magdisi, Ghassan Khalifah, Kamel al-Ayyubi, Muhammad Shabbu, 

Nasif ‘Ubayd, ltbeahim Ghantus, Mustafa Wamdan, Pawel Subayti, Radwan 
ai-Khayr, Ae'ad taddad, Muhammad Baydun, Michel al-Washim and Hasan Jabir. 

Ae for the decree to promote officers with the rank of captain and above, 

it ie still frosen until a decision is made on the problems involving 
it-=probleme that have caused Prime Minister Dr Salim al-Husse to refrain from 
signing it since December 1979, Thies has caused the promtions of nearly 

200 officers to be frozen. {Text} [Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 3 Jul 60 

p 6] 8494 
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MAURLTANIA 


FLRST LSLAMIC LAW SENTENCES TO BE EXECUTED ON 19 SEPTEMBER 
ABL81529 Nowakchott Domestic Service in French 1400 GMT 18 Sep 80 


jExcerpte] An editorial of the MAURITANLAN NEWS AGENCY has officially 
announced that the execution of the first sentences passed by the special 
eriminal court whose verdicts are based on the Sharia [Islamic] Law will 
take place tomorrow. Concerning the practical organization of the 
executions, the Nouakchott District Council will place at the disposal 

of the inhabitants of the capital and the surrounding districts a number 
of vehicles which will, as of 0700, insure their transportation to the 
place of the execution situated some 2 kilometers from the town opposite 
the radio tranemitting station [few words indistinct]. 


The execution of the sentences will begin at 0900. A murderer will be 
shot, while several persons guilty of theft will have one hand amputated. 
A tent will be erected for this purpose and after the operation, those 
amputated will have to raise the arm before the public on coming out of 
the tent. 


The national press has interviewed the deputy governor of Nouakchott 
Dietrict, Mr (Hamoud Ould Bou), and Mr (Mohamed Tabana), judge of the 
fifth city ward and member of the special criminal court. Concerning 
the organization of the executions, the deputy governor explained that 
the chairman of the Military Committee of National Salvation and head 
of state an? government, Lt Col Khouna Ould Haydala, has approved the 
execution of the verdicts which, as we have already said, concern cases 
of murder and theft. 


For his part, Judge (Mohamed Tabana) recalled that Islamic law, and 
especially the Maliki rite, stipulates that a person guilty of deliberate 
murder must be killed in the same manner in which he committed his crime, 
but that one is allowed to execute the sentence with a sword. However, 
with the consent of the head of state, the special criminal court has 
specified the use of the gun in carrying out death sentences. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


CROWN PRINCE DISCUSSES YOUTH AFFAIRS, PROSPECTS 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 29 Jun 80 p 3 


/Article by Turki Nesir al-Sudayri: "Crown Prince, in the Firet Compre- 
hensive Talk about Youth Affairs: My View of Youth Today Ie Filled with 
Optimiem and Regard for Youthful Powers" 


/Text/ What is new in this conversation in that it is new of ite kind. 
We wished to remove it from the various issues of politics, domestic and 
foreign, so that we could devote ourselves to talk about young people in 
their various groups and the government's programe for caring for them 
and guiding them. His Royal Highness Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Agiz, the 
crown prince and deputy prime minieter, is also the chairman of the 
Supreme Youth Care Council, in addition to the other sectors his highness 
supervises directly or through his leadership position in the regime, con- 
cerning education, culture, end youth care. 


Therefore the conversation with his highness was replete with everything 
one could discuss on our young people today and the government's programs 
to develop the various youth care sectors, as his highness was kind enough 
to answer all AL-RIYAD's questions in this conversation, which is to be 
considered his highness’ firet comprehensive one regarding youth issues 
and youth care program. 


Here is the text of his highness’ interview: 
Optimism and High Regard for Our Youth 


/Question/ How does your highness view the situation of our young people 
today? 


/Anewer/ Our view of the young is filled with optimiem and regard for the 
youthful powers which have established their full qualifications for bear- 


ing responsibilities and effectively participating in building « great 
nation. 
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with my faleh in Che youthiul capacities whieh have proved their worth in 
serving Che nation, | aepire Co more activity from the young, in order 

(hat Chey may attain knowledge and be furnished with qualifications which 
will be adequate for the requirements of the age, The awakening resurgence 
in thelr country requires their minds and arms #0 that they may fill every 
vacuum and become specialized in every branch of knowledge and labor and 
achleve our hope that their nation will be built through their youthful arms, 


Our Faith la the True Armor 


/Question/ Many various currents and ideologies are surrounding our soci- 
ety, especially those which are contrary or hostile to our faith, How can 
one immunize our youth against them, now Chat they have started to open 
out toward the world in various ways, including travel and contact with 
Weatern societies, reading and the influence of various media’ 


/Anewer/ There ie no dispute that today ie not like yesterday. The well- 
developed areas have come closer and means of communication, as well as 
the media, which are developed, have contributed to a large extent in in 
fluencing societies with what is going on in other societies. However, 
thie does not make us lose sleep with anxiety over the young people of our 
country. They have a true armor which will guarantee that any weapon aimed 
at them is crushed, an armor which is represented by our tolerant faith, 
in which there are teachings and strength which go beyond the greatest of 
deviations and the methods of those who embrace and propagate them. Faith 
in God complemented by useful knowledge through God's strength and power, 
are able to immnize our young people ageinst every heretic and destroyer. 


There are living examples before us in the current reality we are experi- 
encing. The youth of our country have attained maximum refinement and many 
have lived in societies which ere alien to them, seeking knowledge and 
learning, and have returned more firm and committed to their genuine re- 
Ligion and the lofty custome and traditions of their society. When the 
home and the school cooperate and a child is brought up between both re- 
plete with faith, then it te very difficult if not impossible for hie to 
be influenced by currente end laws which man has set forth to combat the 
revelations of the great creator. Here the responsibility is jointly 
that of all,etarting with the home, the @osque, the school and the uni- 
versity. When the gare is proper ite brood must be good. 


We Are Anxious To Provide All Means for Youth Care 


/Question/ What are che Supreme Youth Care Council's plane and programs 
to raise the athletic level so that it will complete development programs 
in the cultural and pedagogical sectors’ 


/Anewer/; It giaddens us to see various youth care activities proceeding 
successfully and with increasing development from the standpoints of quai- 
ity and quantity, without having the success of one occur at the expense 
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of another, Ae the athletic services offered to the youth of our country 
are progressing gtom good to better, in @ proper, palpable manner, the 
cultural, pedagogical and social services provided for them are aleo de- 
veloping and achieving @ great deal of success, Thies ie the general youth 
care plan and we are anxious to provide all the means to guarantee that it 
realizes ite goale, 


The Activity of Peet and the Activity of Heads 


/Question/ Lt te observed that sports influence the tendencies and con- 
cerns of young people in our country to a large degree, diverting them 
from all other cultural interests, Why are there no cultural plane within 
thie trend, in the senee that sporting clubs could play an effective role 
which ie not just confined to athletics? The same goes for athletic festi- 
vale and celebrations. 


/Anewer/ We believe that there is much that responds to these queries in 
our previous answer. Nonetheless, we are requesting athletic clubs to in- 
crease attention to non- athletic activities. There is no doubt that liter- 
ary clubs play 4 great role in this sphere but we do not consider it appro- 
priate to content ourselves with what Literary clube are doing. The notion 
of introducing cultural activities into the sporting clubs themselves has 
been raised and in my opinion is worthy of study and actention, because it 
nas been observed that young people are not sufficiently receptive to the 
literary clubs. It is necessary to think about ohifting cultural activity 
into athletic clubs, because we do not just want people's feet to be active, 
or just people's heads. Building a nation comes about through the mind and 
the body together, and both must be sound, proper and active. In my view 
it ie necessary to think of creating different types of combinations of 
youth care activities. 


On introducing National Education Curricula 


/Question/ Our young people--I mean many of them, not young people in gen- 
eral--lack national feeling in many of their activities inside and outside 
the country, in fact abroad in particular. That is embodied in auch con- 
duct which harms our reputation, in their conduct inside the country, in 
front of foreigners who come here, and in addition there is a deficiency 
in their sense of active participation in our struggle for development. 
Aren't there programs to introduce national education courses, in some 
form, into the educational curricula’? 


/Anewer/ Unfortunately there is some exaggeration in what you have men 
tioned. Feeling of citizenship in ite loftiest sense is present among the 
young people of our country and their participation in the struggle for 
development is good and clear. As for deviant individual conduct, that is 
not a criterion. Our hopes are great that our young people will continue 
as they have been, the best representative of the Saudi citizen, people 
who are proud of their genuine roots and high morality in every olaece and 
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time inside and outeide the country. As for the insertion of new courses 
into the curricula, studies on thie subject have not stopped, and aii mat 
tere that serve the public interest are being carried out. 


Concentrated Studies To Develop the Curticula 
/Qvestion/ The preceding question leade use Co subordinate ones: 


First, on the etete of our curricula, whieh are now considered very defici 
ent in keeping abreast of our developmental aspirations. 


Second, Che draft system, which te part of the national education system, 


| would like to receive « clarification from your generous highness on 
these two lesues. 


/Anawer/ The process of development in our country is progressing, thank 
God, with speed and stability in all fields. Development requires con- 
stant change @o that the general situation can keep abreast of the process 
of development and not be an obstacle to it. Therefore, thinking and 
planning have not stopped at all, and thie applies to education and the 
curricula, This subject enjoys the exceptional attention of the highest 
levels in the government, research and studies on it are intense, and 
change will occur in 4@ manner corresponding to the results of this research 
and these studies in order that the cirricula and educational methods 
selected will be among the best and most suitable. 


Early Response to the Draft System 


Ae regards the draft system, we have talked « great deal about it and the 

statute bearing om ict will hawe all the deteilse and data responding to the 
questions which might be in young people's minds. Here we are anxious to 

praise the great early response which we have felt among the young people 

from the firet moment the idea was announced, and we hope that ite iople- 

mentation will contain the ingredients for realizing the intereste of the 

young and the nation. 


Skilled Technical Personnel--an Urgent Matter 


/Question/ The presence of foreigners and people coming in to the country 
who participate with us in construction now is being observed in develop- 
ment programs and conversely our young people are absent from the fields 
of government and domestic activity, especially vocational activities, pre- 
ferring to relax and rely on revenues which do not require production in 
various areas of investment. How does your highness view this situation’ 


/Answer/ As we have stated above, the great process of resurgence which 
the kingdom is passing through requires intense manpover to implant veri- 
ous projects, and that entails recourse to non-Saudi capabilities to meet 
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the deficit, The fole of ouf young people in thie ephere is clear and 
conspicuous and Chere is 4 receptivity to vocations: and technical train 
ing whieh bodes well, with God's permission, giving proof of the conscious: 
nese (he young people of Chis goed country enjoy, We hope thet receptiv: 
ity to thie type will inerease; the need for it is growing intensely, as 
the days pass, especiaily following the conetruetion expansion, What is 
felt i@ that skilled epecialised technical personnel are very much needed 
and the future of Chis type of education will be goad, God willing. 





Journaliete Are the Object of the Government's Attention in Guaranteeing 
Their Rights and Appreciating Their Work 


/Question/ May your generous highness permit use to ask about a group of 
young people who are assuming Chelr national responsibilities of building 
the identity of thie nation in @ Cield which has exceptional importance 

and grave responsibiiicies, bul are sot being allotted any privileges in 
exchange for their difficult caske’ They ate your children the journalists, 
and there are no statutes to ceward their efforte and the problems they 
face in their work, either work or social ineurance statutes, as te the lot 
of any ordinary worker or employee in « company. This certainly does not 
benefit them, except in the case of work dimbility or death; during their 
presence on the job, they have nothing but their salaries, which sometiaes 
are much lower than the wages and salaries of company workers and employees. 


The question is, how does the government now view the status of our press? 
Consequently, are there plans to support presse organizations and encourage 
journallets with material and woral incentives which will entice them to 
exercise their responsibilities with greater desire and passionate enthus. 
Laem’ 


‘Anewer/ The goveroment is anxious to look after its people in every 
sphere, and Chose working in the area of journaliem have been and still 
are the object of attention. Direct directives have been issued by the 
Ministry of Information to press organizations to iseve an organizational 
echedule of their employees, noting down their rights and showing their 
duties. Some organizations have completed this and have conveyed the 
schedule to the Ministry of Information. From the general standpoint, 
study of the statue of the presse and journalists in general is continuing 
io @ good, profound fashion, encompassing all existing subjects in the 
fleld of the press now, and sudden matters which might come up. What is 
important is chat we are anxious that this serious study will beer fruit 
to guarantee that the rights of journaliete are preserved, their work is 
appreciated and their future is guaranteed. 


11887 
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SAUDI ARABTLA 


AL QATIFP SOCIAL SERVICE--The social service center in al-Qatif carried out 
4 total of 69 projects and programe in the past 5 years, and 119,548 citi- 
scene in al Qatif and ite villages have benefited from them. In the annual 
statement tesued by the center on the occasion of the conclusion of activ- 
ities thie year, it was said that the expenditure budget for the center 
playground project totalled 1,053,415 clyale for this period and that 2,500 
male and female children benefited from it. The budget for programs of 
expenditures for projects to improve housing came to 1,920,007 riyale, and 
619 people benefited from them. In the field of national committees, 
branch committees and boards of directors of youth club programs, the cent- 
er spent the sum of 39,449,962 clyale, and 34,582 people benefited from 
them. In addition, there were the committee's other projects totaling 319 
million riyalse. In addition, 8,313,796 rlyale were spent in the form of 
various programs and aid. The report pointed out that 35,500 riyalse were 
spent on women's accreditation programs and 890 women benefited from them. 
In addition 30,000 riyale were spent on the child's club and anti-illiter- 
acy project, and the number of beneficiaries came to 60. In the field of 
the model woman and kitchen program /words missing/ and in the field of 

the cultural section the gum of 95,500 riyals was spent and 6,073 people 
benefited from it. /Text/ /Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 14 Jun 80 p 3/ 


NEW AGRICULTURAL WELLS--The great al-Washm water project is among the giant 
projects which our righteous government, represented by the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Water, is ioplementing. This massive project will supply 
the towns of Shaqra’', Marrat, Ushayqir, al-Qara‘in, Ghasalah, Uthaythiyah, 
Tharmada’ and some palaces and farms lying on the road. The Ministry of 
Agriculture, in ite implementation of this project, has graciously realized 
the hopes which have long been aimed at by the citizens of these towns and 
every citizen in these towns gives thanks to all the workers who exerted 
efforts to bring the project into being and carry it out. In another area, 
the second part of the project has been assigned; that is the drilling of 
five artesian wells, which was assigned to the ‘Abdallah al-Khaerif Sons 
Company on 27 April 1980 for @ contract with an estimated value of 
3,971,180 ciyals. Implementation »f this project will take 8 months. The 
anticipated producibility of each well has been set at about 300 galious 
per minute and the total anticipated depth is 450 meters. These wells lie 


168 





ac the end of Che foad paseing trom the al-lijaz Road to the al-Queaym 
Road, paseing Chrough al-‘'Asilah,; these welle will lie on the right-hand 
vide of Che coad, From these wells, Che abovementioned towne will be sup- 
ylled with potable water in adequate quantities, The contracting company 
» Continulhy Che extension of te activity of Laying pipes in streets and 
connecting them to homes, May God make Chose carrying out this project, 
foremost among them the minister of agriculture, succeed in what Le good 
for the country and the citleens, /Text/ /Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 14 
Jun 80 p 2/ 


ABQALQ FLELD STUDY. An agreement has been signed by the Ministry of Oil 

and Mineral Resources in Dhahran with the Intercomp consulting engineering 
firm to conduct a detailed geological and engineering study of the Arab D 
zone in the Adbgqaiq field. This fleld was discovered in 1940, production 

in it began in 1966 and ite curcent rate of production is 650,000 barrels 
a day of light oil. The agreement, whose value comes to $2.9 million, re- 
quires che company to conduct « comprehensive survey of the Abqaiq field 
and determine its characteristics and features in detail in order to deter- 
mine the most suitable plans for producing and preserving its oil reserves. 
This project is considered the early part of the Oil Ministry's work in 
third 5-year plan, which is aimed at preserving oil resources, constantly 
evaluating oilfields and determining the best ways of operating them to 
conserve natural resources. /Text/ /Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic 20 Jun 80 
p 8/ 


RALLWAY PLANS--His Excellency Shaykh Faysal al-Shuhayl, general director 

of the Railway Organization in the Eastern Province, has announced that 
4,499,000,000 riyals have been allocated to railway projects in the third 
)-year plan, He went on to say that the organization's budget for the new 
fiscal year totalled 780 million riyals, to enable it to carry out the pro- 
jects it is implementing. Shaykh al-Shuhayl said chat among the authority's 
projects there is one to construct a direct rail line connecting al-Dammam 
to Riyadh by way of Khurays. A project to renovate the existing track is 
currently under construction; about 250 kilometers have been completed, the 
remaining 300 kilometers of track will be done in the next 2 years and the 
project will cost 450 million riyals. /Text/ /Riyadh Al.-YAMAMAH in Arabic 
20 Jun 80 p 8/ 11887 
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SYRIA 


FOREIGN MINISTER GIVES COMPREHENSIVE DESCRIPTION OF POLICIES 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 16 Jun 80 pp 8, 9 


/Article by Muwaffaq Madani: "A Comprehensive Conversation Extending from 
Reconciliation in Lebanon to Strategic Balance with Israel: ‘Abd-al-Halim 
Khaddam to AL-SAFIR: We Are Not an Alternative to Any Party in Lebanon"/ 


/Text/ A conversation with a competent, experienced politician like '‘Abd- 
al-Halim Khaddam is enjoyable and difficult. 


Enjoyable because the man has presence of mind and well organized choughts 
and is always ready for any question; difficult in the professional sense 
for the same reasons: you cannot “trap” him or entice him into saying 
what he does not want to say. 


In any event, in this conversation with AL-SAFIR, which went on for more 
than 2 hours, a great deal concerning Lebanon and the political parties 
struggling there along the road to national reconciliation, the Palestin- 
ian resistance, the political directives which govern its base and command, 
Europe, and its “initiative” which ended dramatically at the hands of its 
allies the Americans. 


The deputy prime minister and foreign minister of Syria was specific in 
his answers and precise in his choice of words, especially as regards the 
position on specific parties in Lebanon, from the government, the Phalange 
Party, President Chamoun aad the Amal movement, up to President Franjiyah 
and the nature of relations between him and Syria. 


It is true that Fhaddam recognized that the chances of the "cabinet of 
activities," or “the political cabinet" as he prefers to cali it, are no 
better chan 33 percent, but, like President Sarkis, he considers that it 
is a try which merits some effort. If it is successful, that is good, and 
if not it will be of use in determining the positions of those who will be 
opposing its establishment in the future. 


In the estimate of one of che major engineers of Syrian policy in Lebanon, 
and one of the most prominent persons in charge of carrying it out, the 
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complication of the situation in Lebanon is represented by the tesue of 
dealing with lurael. If @ solucion ie found to thie matter, it will be 
possible to enter into the core of the requisite, desired solution to the 
Palestinian prodiem. 


Thus the complication is not a "Maronite one," as some like to call it in 
Lebanon, but a complicacion with Arab dimensions, and Syria therefore con- 
sidere that ic Le concerned with it and with the means for solving it. 

The matter ie not one of a tribal reconciliation between President Franjiyah 
and the Phalange Party or the al-Jumayyil family, but is a sign of a trend 
whose direct effects go beyond Lebanon and affect Syria, the Palestinians 
and the other Arabs. 


This is as regards Lebanor§ ceesarding Syria and its domestic situation, 
Khaddam said that what preoccupies its leaders now is the attainment of a 
Stragegic balance with Israel, that is, so that Syria will be able to con- 
front probable Israel aggression alone and crush it. This subject will be 
the basis of relations with “Arab brethren" (outside the perseverance front). 
Those who support Syria and stand alongside it on this subject are those 

who stress through their position that they are against Israel, al-Sadat, 
Camp David and the plans for American dominance; those who are silent re- 
semble those who openly declare their allegiance to Camp David. 


Therefore, Khaddam views the European summit in Venice and what issued 
from it as a mere rejuvenation of Camp David and he calls on the Arab 
brethren to “bring down the fantasies on political settlement for once and 
for all." 


In any event, Khaddam's statements here are those of a "statesman" more 
than anything else; therefore composure and balance govern him, although 
he is not lacking in clarity. 


This is the text of the conversation. 
Syria and the Reconciliation 


We began our conversation with ‘'Abd-al-Halim Khaddam on where relations 
now “stand between Lebanon and Syria. We asked him, "It is being bruited 
about in Beirut that Syria's position on the issue of reconciliation is un- 
clear, especially from the standpoint of details, outside the context of 
desires, and that your visit to Ba'abda did not clarify what has been con- 
cealed. What exactly is your position on reconciliation?" 


‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam said, 


"I do not know why some people consider that our position is unclear. How- 
ever, I do know that it is not Syria's place to talk about details or par- 
ticipate in them. By virtue of the nature of relations between the two 
countries, by virtue of Syrian contribution to the deterrent forces, and 
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by virtue of Che national responsibilities which Syria has taken on its 
shoulders, Syrian can contribute general directives, not detailed ones, 
vecause details of this kind continue Co possess characteristics which con- 
cern the Lebanese parties themselves. in our discussions with our Lebanese 
vrothers, eapecially with hie excellency President Sarkis, Premier Salim 

ai Huss and Minister Fu'ad Bucrus, the talk focused on principles and bases 
which can be relied on an 4 prelude to the process of national reconcilia- 
tlon, proceeding from the premise that reconciliation is the safest prelude 
firat to restoring matters to their natural state in Lebanon and second to 
constituting a political front comprising all forces in Lebanon and stand- 
ing up to the Leraeli enemy. 


"That te, reconciliation must achieve two objectives: 


"The first objective is domestic and Lebanese: to protect the legitimacy, 
strengthen national unity in the country, and the phenomena of discord on 
the Lebanese scene, which are draining and fragmenting the government, and 
re-establish the identity and sovereignty of the state. 


"The second objective is national and bears on the confrontation with 
Israel and the need to orient oneself toward that confrontation. If there 
is a domestic element and Lebanese domestic unity, as well as a national 
element; the stand on Israel." 


A Front against Israel 


/Question/ Is it possible to state how, in practice, one can establish a 
political front to organize the various Lebanese parties, in your opinion! 


/Answer/ By front I do not mean political tactics or a political front in 
the sense that is used; I mean that the Lebanese people should be in a 
united front against Israeli aggression because Israel is not just now aim- 
ing at parts of the Lebanese territory but is aiming at all Lebanon. 


/Question/ Could one consider the principles which President Sarkis set 
forth as a basis for establishing this front? 


/Answer/ Yes. What President Sarkis set out is to be considered a proper 
basis and a common denominator which could serve as a prelude and a base 
for commitment to the course of national reconciliation. 


/Question/ However, most Lebanese parties consider the format which the 
regime has set forth to be merely obvious points and they are asking for 

a clear specific working plan which will be a basis for the implementation 
of these principles and for the attainment of reconciliation. 


/Answer/ It is correct that what President Sarkis is setting out are obvi 
ous points, but what the Lebanese actually need is agreement on these 
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obvious points. Tf all the Lebanese agreed on the obvious points, the 
situation which exists now would not exiec. 


Consultations and after 


/Queation/ Do you believe that the consultations President Sarkis held 
lately can provide us with the domestic front you are talking about? 


/Anewer/ There is a difference between a domestic front which has been 
formed and the fact that specific political parties have set out on the 
road. If you want to ascertain my personal opinion, I do not believe that 
these consultations have now achieved the desired results; rather, the 
goal is to achieve these results, and this will require the cooperation of 
all parties and their serious real commitment to the process of reconcili- 
ation and to the principles set forth. It is not desired just that one 
declare a political or media position, but also that one act in practice. 


By the nature of the case, this program must pass through numerous stages, 
one of them, indeed che first, being these parties' serious commitment to 
principles, to matters which are taken for granted, and these parties' 
shift under the umbrella of the Lebanese state toward the promulgation of 
a tentative practical program to bring these principles about. 


Toward a Political Cabinet 


/Question/ Do you believe that it will be in the pwer of the cabinet 
formed in the light of these consultations to attain a stage in setting 
this program out? 


/Answer/ In reality, our opinion now is the same as that which we previ- 
ously declared in various circumstances in the past, namely that a politi- 
cal cabinet is necessary in Lebanon, that is, a cabinet which will combine 
the parties to the struggle and combine the interests of Lebanon and the 
interests of the Arab nation, since Lebanon is part of this nation. 


However, it seems that there have been obstacles in the way of formation 
of such a cabinet. A cabinet of technicians was formed first, then a cab- 
inet of technicians supplied with politicians. It seems that need has be- 
come urgently conspicuous to form a political cabinet. 


/Question/ There is a belief in Lebanon that your position regarding the 
formation of a cabinet of "political" activities is unclear; would you like 
a cabinet of activities, or do you hold to a different format? 


/Answer/ There are two formats for action in Lebanon. The first is for 
the government to take the initiative of adopting a decision, in accordance 
with its notions, set forth an action program, and impose this program on 
everyone, using the power available to it to do this. This is one solution 
and one method. 











The other method ise for the combatants to come under the umbrella of che 
government, set out — program and etrive to carry it out. 


Either solution has its negative and positive aspects, and neither solution 
will be adopted in isolation from existing circumstances. 


/Question/ Now what do you advise, the first solution or the second one? 


/Anewer/ As I said, each solution has its circumstances. In the past 
phase, the first solution might have been better, but now new elements have 
become significant and what was valid in one phase may not be valid in 
another one. 


Dealing with Israel 


/Question/ Regarding a cabinet of people combating with one another, or 
what we in Lebanon call fighting one another, problems exist among the 
parties, and the consultations the president made did not eliminate them. 
Therefore the matter of forming a cabinet of people fighting one another 
seems difficult now. 


/Answer/ In my view, through the contacts and discussions I held with a 
large number of our brethren in Lebanon, the main issue, or the main ob- 
stacle, is the subject of dealing with Israel and the position on that. 


If this problem ends and clear, practical measures are adopted toward it, 
I do not believe that serious dispute will remain among the parties con- 
cerned, especially if the desire to achieve reconciliation is real. 


/Question/ Some parties say that the Syrian position on the manner of 
settling the issue of dealing with Israel is not sufficiently clear and 
claim that they are awaiting clarification from you in order to specify 
their final position. 


"Abd-al-Halim Khaddam said decisively, "Our position is clear,we have de- 
clared it many times. What is necessary is that these dealings in all 
their forms and types be eliminated and that a decisive position on them 
be adopted.” 


The Statement an? the President's Role 


/Question/ It has been said that you recently demanded or pointed out 
that an official statement should be issued on parties accused of dealing 
with Israel in which the areas where they do deal with Israel are spelled 
out. This has not yet happened. 


In fact, a lead editorial appeared in the newspaper AL-'AMAL recently re- 


ferring to this point, considering it an attempt to cause a rift between 
you and the Phalange. In the political information being passed around in 
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belfut, thie Cype of statement has actually been written and presented to 
you, What ie the truth’ 


Anewer/ No, it has Het been presented to us, What has been presented to 
ue ate formulas of follons of recommendations which are supposed to appear, 
in the event of 4@ reconciliation, in the form of statements, taformation 
or the like 


In any event, the subject of dealing with lerael must end in a clear, 
specific fashion, without ambiguity, and thie ending must be announced and 
certain, but how’ Thies te an ieeue which can be discussed between President 
Sarkis, considering that he is leading the process of reconciliation, and 
the parties directly concerned with the problem of reconciliation. 


The Maronite Conplication 


/Question/ it te stated in Beirut that President Sarkis is relying on you, 
as the support for the process of reconciliation, in eliminating the Maron: 
ite complication. 


/Anewer/ Since the first moment Syria has been claiming that national re- 
conci ettion among Lebanese is necessary, and when there is reconciliation 
among them, Syria will not be able to be an alternative to any group sor 
will it arrogate to iteelf the right to play the role of any group. How- 
ever, it can help through ite brotherly relations and gracious efforts. 
Thie ie what we are doinp and we believe that ending the Lebanese problem 
is something which will help us get greater powers in motion against the 
main echeme, represented by the Camp David policy, and against the conspir- 
acy which is threatening to liquidate the Palestinian cause. 


/Question/ Is it possible to cast clear, penetrating light on the dimen- 
sions of the Syrian-Phalange dialogue and the effects that imposes on the 
course of reconciliation? 





/Anewer/ in reality, there is no dialogue in the meaning of the word. 
“Dialogue” ie an teprecise term. However, there are contacts, in the 
sense that we have not yet attained a dialogue and consequently there are 
no specific issues for discussion in front of us. There are contacts, as 
| said, these contacts were made and announced at their time. 


/Question/ is there a possibility that these contacts will *e realized 
and will result in dislogue’ 


/Anawer/ Yes--that is, as far as we are concerned, there is no absolute 
yes or absolute no. 


/Question/ So there is a yes in Abu ‘Ammar's fashion. What do you expect 
specifically from the Phalange in the course of this dialogue’ 











/Anewer, First we expect support for the legitimacy and acceptance of the 
existence and the sovereignty of the state, and an effort to liquidate ail 
pockets whieh have dealt with of are dealing with lerael and the termina 
tion of these dealings, and we expect it, a6 | said, to help the state re 
eain ile sovereianty, 


Cha~oun and the Surprise of the Allies 


/Question/ Are Chere corresponding contacts wit! President Camille 
Chamoun, on gfounde that he is an ally of the Phelange? 


/anewer/ From tie Co Cime, some politicians from Lebanon come to us 
brinetne President Chamoun's Choughte, 


We told ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddan. 


“Let we speak more bluntly. Some of your allies in Lebanon say that the 
Syrian Phalange dlalogue was 4 surprise to them and created confusion in 
their positions, espectally since this dialogue would reshuffle the cards 
in Lebanon, te it possible to explain and interpret what the consequences 
of the Syrien-Phalange dialogue will be?” 


The “permanent” deputy prime minister and foreign minister of Syria replied 
by seying, 


"| can state, first, that we have not surprised anyone. in ali the con 
tacte we have held with the Phalange, we have kept othere informed about 
what went on. 


/Question/ But it has stirred up doubts. 


/anewer/ The other point is that Syria's policy is not open to public 
auction where one party can accept it or another ome reject it. Syria 

has a clear political and national path and it exercises political activity 
in the light of that path. 


When we say we want @ reconciliation in Lebanon, this reconciliation will 
not be with one group but with all conflicting parties, regardless of our 
opinion about those parties and their policies and practices. However, 

we must provice all the circumstances to build smooth national ground for 
the reconciliation process. When we can attract all these parties to this 
ground, we will have contributed to achieving a great domestic act and a 
great national act in Lebanon 


Most frankly and objectively, i state that we cannot talk about 4 nation- 
al reconciliation while political parties remain outside this reconcilia 

tion. We must act ¢t> SDring these parties into the erena of reconciliation 
and eliminate all the causes preventing them from getting into this arena. 


a. 

















if wé ca that, that will be sood, Lt we cannot, we will have made an 


effort oa alf of the ,ood 

1 dO net believe tha: anyone hes doubts about Our poiley, because Chis 
polley .@ based on clear, speclile craditions, principles, experience and 
practice, tL would Like €0 be Slunt ane say Chat our contact with any 


Lebanese gfoup abeo.ucely do sot affect our relations with any other party 
and does fot mean that we ate exchanging our [rlendship and relations with 
one group for another 


The tentative goal sefore us is how to ge about closing the Lebanese file 
so that we may be sore Capavle of moving to confront what is being drawn 
up in the Palestinian file, 


/Question’ Taking Che Poalange Party, specifically, and the various stages 
Lebanon hase passed through and is passing through now, could we have an 
idea of your evaluation of thie party as @ political phenomenon which ex- 
iste in Lebanon’ 


That is, if we take Che tesve of dealing with Ierael, for example, are 
these dealings part of Phalange policy or are they a new policy for this 
party’ 


‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddem said, 


"The axis of discussion is tu arrive at @ reconciliation in Lebanon. As 

i pave said, there are parties. Regardless of our opinion on these parties, 
or their political path and political movement, Lebanon's interest is to 
provide a climate for the reconciliation to take place on smooth ground. 
Consequentiy, belping parties eiiminate obstacles, whether those obstacles 
lie in the parties’ constitution or in their policies, or in the constitu- 
tion and policies of others, will be aimed at arriving at this goal. 


‘We by nature of the case always hope that no Arab citizen will have rele- 
tions with lereel and Chat oo Arab citizen will be implicated in dealing 
with Terael, because dealing with Ieraeil is ageinst the soul, is ageinst 
the country, and is against che aation.” 


On Franijiyah and the Phalange 


‘Question’ Let us go back to the point on the Maronite complication. How 
can one arrange political relations between President Sulayman Fran jiyah 
and the Phalange Parcy in order cto facilitate a reconciliation in isolation 
from the circumstances of either, considering that Franjiyah is one of your 
sost prominent {friends in Lebanon? 


‘Anewer/ President Franjiyah, a beloved and honored friend of the Syrian 
jeaders, is 4 nationalist and a man with a good domestic and national past. 
Our relationship with hie was not established after he assumed the presidency 








oul t@ queh Older than that, Franjiyan the man has borne much pain for 
(he sake of the political path he was presented, especialiy in coni ronting 
dealings with Lereel, and consequently our relationship and friendship 
wilh Feanjlyah are permanent and solid, 


As to how to solve what you have called the Maronite complication, or “the 
difference between President Franjiyah and the Phalange,” we are not con: 
cerne. with Chat matter, it concerns the parties directly, 


/Question/ Lt is said that Foreign Minister Fu'ad Butrus, on his latest 
visit te you, asked you to help the regime in Lebanon solve this problem, 


Khaddam replied tersely, 
"We didn't diseuss this matter.” 


te Chen turned to us, smiling in a manner which indicated that he would say 
no more, we had to discuss another subject, and esked him: 


Amal and the National Movement 


/Question/ Let us talk about the latest meeting, which included represent 
atives of the Amal movement, the Palestine resistance and the Lebanese 
National Movement, which took place under your sponsorship. What is your 
concept of the developments of the situation and the dimensions of this 
meeting, in terme of the relations among the parties you met here’ 


/Anewer/ Our opinion was clear when the unfortunate dispute occurred, in 
brief, that is that this dispute would affect the domestic ranks. 


I state with all frankness and objectivity that according to the informa- 
tion which was available to ue at chat time we concluded that there was 
some prejudice against the Amal movement. By the nature of the case, we 
considered that thie movement was « major element in the domestic ranks 
in Lebanon and that it must be given an opportunity to exercise its domest 
ic role in full. Consequently, any attempt to create rifts in domestic 
ranke will ultimately have negative consequences on 411 parties to these 
ranke. 


in the meeting which was held in Damascus, a wholly positive attitude was 
discovered on the part of the Amal movement leaders, a6 with the repre- 
sentatives of the National Movement and the Palestine resistance. 


This helped us arrive at the attaiament of agreement among these brothers. 


/Question/ Some modifications recently occurred in the political council 
of the National Movement. Walid Jumblact was elected president of the 

National Movement and the Sa'th Party organization and the Socialist Union 
joined it. What is your appraisal of the modification which has occurred’ 











ewer We consider Chis 4 goed Btep along the proper road, Selidarity 
vd Cooperation among ail cational forces in Lebanon qust be strengthened, 
oe aiwaye Sope Coat Coe etope tor national action will expand in Lebanon 
sol comprise everyone, What has happened is 4 step along this road, 


veetion/s La yout eplaten, te the coordinating committee among the Nation- 
| Movement, Che resistence and Amal a better context for an alliance, or 
must thie alllanee be developed by introducing Amai into the National Move- 
sent in addition to some other organizations? 


Anewer/ The best way naturally is to shift from the state of mutual kill- 
oe to that of alliance, qutual understanding and cooperation, then soli- 
darity, unification or unity, 


juestion’ Do you belleve that Che contradictions among these parties 
nave ended and (hat the Damascus meeting established bases for serious al- 
liance and cooperation among then? 


/Anewer, We quet all contiowe to exert efforts to eliminate the causes 
whieh lead te this sort of secondary contradiction. But have these contra- 
dictions been eliminated’ That depends on the parties present on the stage. 


vestion/ What about the subjecc of renewing the Arab deterrent forces, 
espectally tm che light of what some Arab parties are saying to the effect 
that they will not make their financial contributions” 


hhaddam said succinctly with «a emile “We are not concerned with this 
satcer.” 


juestion/ Will there be @ renewal of the deterrent /forces/ or not? 


Answer / We are not concerned with their being renewed or not. This is 
all i bave to say: we are not concerned with this matter. 


* emile expanded, and we emiled with hin. 
Security and the Responsibility for Deterrence 
Question/ Let ue move over to the issue of the security situation. It 
is being obeerved that there is no Syrian-Lebanese security plan to deal 


with the security situation in Lebanon, in the sense that the deterrent 
forces today are more of a reserve than « security force. 


Answer The problem is that if the security situation in Lebanon stays 
as it te now, which is unacceptable, and if the deterrent /forces/ contin- 
ue to perform routine activities instead of Lebanese security, thet also 
is unacceptable to us and to others. 














se have Chosen this Cask in order to get the parties (o relax, Naturally 
we did not go into Lebanon to perform the role of 4a traffie policeman; 
routine activity le for the Lebanese policemen, Therefore it was necessary 
tO Cake some measures firet to urge 41) parties to a reconciliation and 
consequently to etrengthen the role of the estate in the security process, 
provided that that take place within Che reconciliation process, 


Therefore certain measures were necessary such as assembling the deterrent 
forees, 80 Chat we could remind the Lebanese that 4 day might come when 
the deterrent forces would net be responsible or ready or present to per- 
form routine security taske. 


Security Le @ Political Decision 


/Question/ Do you believe that by forming @ cabinet of activities, a cab- 
inet of “people who are fighting one another,” it will be possible to ar- 
rive at @ secure security plan and formia which will be carried out on 
the ground’ 


/Anewer/ Naturally; thie ie what muet be at the head of its tasks. 


/Question/ Does that mean that the security plan will not precede the 
political one? 


‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam said: 


Security in Lebanon means political security, in the sense that if there 
is no political reconciliation among the parties, chere will never be 
security, especially if there is no Lebanese decision to act decisively 
in this matter.” 


Measures before a Cabinet 


We asked about the results of the talks Fu'ad Butrus held in Damascus, and 
Khaddam said, 


"We agreed on the overall ideas which our brother Fu'ad Butrus brought, 
firet of which was that of a political cabinet or a cabinet containing all 
persons who are committed to the reconciliation formula. We also agreed 
that it was necessary for the parties to take practical measures on the 
ground before forming a cabinet, imparting an impression of seriousness to 
the process of carrying out the reconciliation." 


/Quest ton/ What measures’ 


/anewer/ There are matters related to security, matters related to deal 
ing with Iereel, matters related to laxity and to the occupation of gov- 
ernment institutions, and numerous other procedures. 








‘Questions Be you and President Sarkis anticipate Chat the parties will 
respond to this concept’ 


/Anewer/ if | gay Chat we de wot, that will mean that the road we are 
traveling te not @ proper one. (Ne laughed.) 


Question/ That le, we can be optimietic, 
te laughed, 
ai-Huse' Resignation and Conetruction of the Army 


/Queetion/ te has been said chat al-Hues' resignation was related to 
num@rous things and many caur>., among them, and most important, the issue 
of constructing the army. 


‘Answer / We do not know exactly why al-Hues' cabinet resigned, because 
numerous sources gave use conflicting and contradictory information. 


/Question/ But Premier al-Huss’ information has it that you were in on 
the resignation before it occurred 


The European initiative 


We moved on to another subject with che foreign minister of Syria, and 
asked hin: 


"Did you expect that the Venice summit would end with what is called the 
‘European initiative? '?" 


/Anewer/ Assuredly we fully expected what happened. Through our analysis 
of the international pulitical situation, and Burope's situation in it, we 
concluded that Burope sould not be able to move very far away from American 
policy and that any Eurvpean movement or Buropean initiative would consist 
of a refined version of Camp David. 


Sy the nature of the case, some of our Arab brothers experienced some il- 
lusions and waited for the Buropean initiative, while the Europeans them- 
selves were declaring that Europe would not be able to stand against 
American policy or oppos American policy in the Middle East--just as those 
Arab brothers had done with us with respect to the Americans, telling us, 
“Wait for this president, wait for these elections, and then America will 
do such and such.” 


we answered them, “The American president told us such and such, the Amer- 
.can miniscer told us such and such, how do you want us to believe you and 
lie to the people who are directly concerned?” 




















The fact is that what we expected was what accually came out, The EBuropean 
initiative consiete of Che reinjection of new blood into Camp David, and | 
velleve that the purpose in Lesuing Chie etatement is to outflank the Arab 
position and prevent the formation of 4 strong Arab position against 
American policy in Che fegion, We have Caken the statement, analyzed it 
patagraph by paragraph, and found that in epirit it corresponds to and in 
many of ite stipulations is almost a verbatim copy of Camp David. 


in aay event, some Arab parties heve traveled more than they should in the 
direction of illusions, such as the illusion that Burope always hes said 
“we will recognise the Palestine Liberation Organization if the organiza: 
tion recognizes Lerael." he Europeans have never linked lerael's recog: 
nition of the Liberation Organization to the Liberation Organization's 
recognition of lerael, 


Then some paragraphs in the statement speak of lerael's right to security 
and existence and talk of justice for all peoples, among them the Palestin 
ian people. That means that they have given Ierael security and existence, 
that is, epecific demands, and have given the Palestinian people floating 
words, which are the same ones which were used at Camp David. 


They have offered the word self-determination, but in the context of a com: 
prehensive settlement and suitable resolutions to the struggle in the 
Middle East. 


Thus self-decermination is connected to Egypt and Israel, that i, to the 
parties to the struggle who were represented in Camp David, Egypt and 
lerael, while self-determination, a8 is customary and as is stipulated in 
the United Nations resolutions, is not connected to anyone. 


That is, Egypt, Lereel and Jordan are the ones which will determine the 
destiny of the Palestinians, and what is meant by the right to self-deter 
mination is those Pelestinians who are in the West Bank or Gaza! Will 
they be given the right to return or to choose to return’? 


There are many major issues which lie with. the contents of Camp David. 


As regards the paragraph dealing with the Palestine Liberation Organiza- 
tion, some people unfortunately consider it 4 positive action whereas in 
our view it is a negative one. The text states that all parties to the 
struggle, including the Liberation Organization, must accept there prin- 
ciples. Consequently, they have linked the organization to this paragraph, 
and they have used the word “linkage” and not the word “participation.” 
“Linkage” means that it have relations vie a third party, which might be 
Eaypt, Jordan, Singepore, Italy or whatever. 


They took 4 hours of discussion to determine whether to use the word “Link: 
age” or the word “participation,” and they chose the word “linkage.” 








Thue Chev Cherel ore ave sot eaid Chat che Palestinian peopie ave the 


right Co @ Matlonas pefeona..cy and selledetermination and they have not 
lietingulened between Che Palestinian people and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. his means Coat the organization could play another role 


thtough some detachments while other parties have another role, 
in beet, Che statement in ite ¢ ality te a new Camp David, 
An Attempt to Contain Sytia 


yuestion/ There are people who say that this statement reflects some of 
ficial Arab policies, in Che sense thac it enjoys che endorsement of some 
of the Arab parties concerned and is perhaps che result of the current 
Arab poattion,. 


/Anewer/ This will not change the facts at all. As Long as Syria does 
not accept this statement, acceptance or rejection of it by others will 
not mean anything. 


Question/ Does that mean that it will not affect Syria's position or the. 
it concerns some parties but not others? 


Answer/ What was requested of the initiative was that it include the 
Syrian position in the Arab stand. 


Question/ ®y whom’ France’ 


Anewer/ *° am not saying France. I am saying that America's attempts are 
co contain the Syrian position, but this will not change anything and will 
not contain our position. Our policy is inspired by the nature of our 
domestic situation and the national situation, and by many ingredients; 
therefore, it is not affected by the positions of one state or another, 
especially since the positions of Arab parties are mostly theoretical ones. 


Perseverance and Europe's Arabs 


Question/ Let us turn to talk about the Syrian position in the Arab and 
international contexts. The fact is that there are two Arab lines besides 
al-Sadat's. 


/Answer/ Trere is a line which is betting on the European initiative, and 
consequently .s trying to draw close to the Egyptian regime; the other line 
is that of the Perseverance and Steadfastness Front, in which Syria is a 
founding party, and this clashes with the former line. 


Question/ Do you anticipate the a clash will lead to a complete rupture 
with those who are going to America via Europe’ 














Anewer/ in reality, Che current Arab position must net be @ surprise, In 
the past we propounded the slogan of Arad solidarity, in the conviction 
that the etruggle with lerael wae a national one and in the conviction that 
\¢ was important to mobilize all powers in the national arena and realize 
the difficult circumstances in che Arab nation in an objective fashion, 

We realized that we might not be able to attain a untfied Arab position in 
4 serious, practical manner from where we were, but we always concentrated 
on the issue of solidarity for moral and national considerations, 


Moral in the sense that we wanted to isolate al-Sadac's line and not pro- 
vide it with an Arab covering; consequently we said that everyone who was 
against al-Sadat was with us, We realized that the position on al-Sadat 
was not sufficiently serious, and many Arab brethren did not really boycott 
him. The proof is that there still are Arab embassies in Cairo and there 
are a large number of diplomats there. Just withdrawing an ambassador 
means that the political boycott has not occurred in a@ serious manner. 

The economic boycott has not been carried out in a serious fashion either. 


However, as | said, we wanted to preserve a minimum of solidarity because 
going beyond this minimum will serve al-Sadat and will serve Camp David. 


Gotng beyond the Minimum! 
Khaddam went on to explain what he wanted to get at by saying: 


"At the summit conference in Baghdad, we arrived at this mi: om at that 
time. Today, however, this minimum in our opinion is no lon,e: acceptable, 
and there is a great deal of significance in that. 


"At the Baghdad summit, we were not able to come up with a resolution con- 
demning Camp David; what we did come up with was non-agreement to these 
agreements and rejection of their conclusions, while at the summit of non- 
aligned countries in Havana we did attain the condemnation of these agree- 
ments and branded them crimes. This reflects che current Arab situaticn. 
American imperialism is aware of the elements which make up che Arab posi 
tion. It has worked and is now working to use these elements to go beyonc 
che minimum and create a psychoiogical state of despair and hesitation by 
creating peripheral disputes among Arabs, giving it a better opportunity 
to carry out its schemes. 


"As regards Arab solidarity, 1 state simply chat this solidarity, in its 
traditional sense, must be reviewed in a serious manner. It is not import- 
ant that we talk about solidarity--what is important is that we talk about 
what this solidarity has achieved. if it has achieved che results we 
wanted, that is good, and if it has not achieved what we wanted, we must 
conduct a review of it. 


"We hope that relations among all Arab countries will be normal and that 
brotherhood and good neighborliness will dominate relations. However, the 
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0a) | £0. idarity must not ot be Chat Of goa neighborly relations among 
Arab countties The main goal of solidarity te to provide the requirements 
of Che struggle agatinet Lerael, (f we do not use this solidarity in the 


direction of attaining thie goal, Chat means Chat we are not travelling 
alony the proper road,” 


‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam added, stressing specific notions to get at what he 
wanted to assert: 





“In reality, the withdrawal of the Egyptian regime and its alliance with 
Lerael and America constitutes a new element, a quantitative element; we 
ecate chat ic is an important landmark in the history of events and develop- 
ments im the Arab region. Consequently, we have started to face a new 
state which we cannot confront througa the means and policies with which 
we faced the situation before Camp David, The situation after Cam David 
ie a new one, different in essence from the one before it, and confronting 
this state by previous methods will not be possible, in the sense that 
when we face the post-Camp David stage with the same previous methods we 
will be Like someone facing a tank with a pistol. Therefore we in Syria 
consider that we must week new means which will enable us to cope with the 
new stage. 





“By the nature of the case, this requires a radical review of our various 
policies, and this is what we have done and are doing now. We have started 
the review, and che national party conference next month will adopt radical 
decisions including all our policies. We are preparing for this today. 

As | said, one cannot face a new situation and a new conspiracy with pre- 
vious methods.” 


/Question/ When will you set forth your new position? 


‘Answer/ Through the resolutions of the national conference in the party, 
then through che conference of Arab foreign and economics ministers which 

will be held next August, in the process of preparing for the Arab summit 

in November. We have prepared ourselves for this conference and during it 
we will present a full detailed work program of plan which we presume will 
respond to the challenges of the current stage. 


We Must Create an Aiternative 


/Quest ion/ Your statement inspires one to believe that there is a dividing 
point today which will become apparent following the conference of Arab 
foreign ministers, or exists and is apparent eve.. without conferences. 


Now, a specific format has been dropped from the Arab alliance, and Syria 
is demanding another format which it will present, while at the same time 
Arab parties are taking a tack which is totally at variance with Syria's; 
this has been observed in Syria's relations with some Arab countries. 








/Avewer There Le no doubt that Chere ts a new stage which will be tmposed 
on us. Amertca, Lerael and al Sadat have imposed a new stage, 


The question whieh te caleed ts, can the formate wotch now exist Liberate, 
regain che clehte of the Palestinian people and stop the American attack 
on Coe area’ 


The regime in Egypt has started to give America military bases; 2 days ago 
it was announced that American forces will conduct serious joint maneuvers 
with the Egypttans, 


[erael, al-Sadat and America today are working in a form different from 
toe past, that is, Egypt, baving been one of the major confrontation 
states, has today gone over co l[erael's side and is outside the battle. 
Indeed, Egypt's power and all it represents have gone over to the other 
side °s a result of al-Sadat's treason, Will it be possible, in the Light 
of toese conditions, to confront this situation with the relations exist- 
ing among the Arabs today? 


[t it is possible, that is good. However, if it is not vossible, and if 
avn alternative is necessary, it will be necessary to look for this altern 
ative. 


‘Abd-al Halim Khaddam went on to stress the slogan which has been raised 
in the Syrian political milieu: strategic balance with Israel. He said, 


“What is important is that we exert efforts to provide this alternative. 
Wiat is required today is an Arab decision and a strategic military balance 
between Syria alone and Israel, not between the Arabs and Israel. This 
problem is a major one as far as we go and we therefore state that the 
formula we will propound and our policy in the future will set forth from 
this issue. Anyone who wants to join with us and place tis resources for 
the confrontation with us we say is with us and against Israel, and we 

will struggle to get every Arab to be with us. 


‘In the past, our action was concentrated on Arab governments and we closed 
the door to interection with and orientation toward Arab peoples. Today 

we will correct this course and will orient ourselves toward Arab peoples, 
since it is necessary to appeal and act so that the Arab masses may regain 
the initiative end regain their role of leading Arab action and guiding it 
in a national direction, that is, in the direction of the struggle with 
israei.” 


Perseverance and Strategic Balance 


/Quest lon is tha’ the position of the Perseverance and Steadfastness 
Prot 








/Anawe: This i.8 a general position of the fronc's, but it will be set 
out to @ epeciile manner at the coming meeting of the Arab foreign and 
economic mintelters, Coen at the forthcoming Arab summit, 


we in Syria consider Che issue of strategic balance with Larael to be a 
major one and we will strive to provide the conditions for it, in any form 
and under the pressure of any circumstance, because we do not imagine that 
ic will be possible for us alone, with our current resources, to confront 
this sordid American Israeli-al-Sadatise triparctice alliance or the Carter- 
Begin-al-Sadat allitance, Therefore one must strive to aciieve this strateg- 
le balance so that we will be able to make a confrontation. 


As regards the perseverance front, | am anxious to point out that it has 
taken steps along the road co attaining the goals desired of it, in spite 
of the observation coat our brothers in che Libyan Arab Jamahiriyah are 
facing extreme pressures, most conspicuously overt preparations by al- 
Sadat's regime to attack Libya. It goes without saying that I stress that 
we will stand alongside Libya and will consolidate its resources to con- 
front any probable aggression, which will be a single battle, and we will 
not enable al-Sadat and his allies to achieve their objectives here or 
(nere. 


Developments Domestically 


/Question/ Talk about strategic bal-°nce with Israel certainly presupposes 
essential developments on the internal Level in Syria, politically, social- 
ly and economically. 


/Answer/ Yes, and President al-Asad has expressed this orientation in our 
policy on every occasion. 


/Question/ Let us presume that you intend to refer to the need to expand 
the national progressive front and liberate the powers of the people. How- 
ever what practical measures heave been or will ve taken on the ground to 
achieve this orientation? 

/Answer/ First, strengthening the role of the national front, strengthen- 
ing the role of the progressive line in the country, strengthening the role 
of the forces with a real interest in the revolution--which are the workers 
and the peasants--and exerting efforts to build a dowestic economy which 
will in a specific range enable us to provide the requirements for defense 
and the basic needs of the citizen. 


These are the orientations the leaders are working to carry out a4! present, 
and they have started .o do so. 


/Question/ But it is being observed that there is an unjustified revival 
of the private sector at the expense cf the public sector. Are ther meas- 
ures to limit this growth of the private sector and to limit the growth of 
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the parasitic bourgeoisie which has grown along the fringes of the public 
sector and benefited from it? 


‘Anewer/ Naturally there is a decree in thie regard on the parc of the 
leaders and we are now intending to carry it out. We are working to 
strengthen the public sector's leadership role in the domestic economy and 
are working to eliminate parasites and the flaws which plague the structure 
of the domestic economy in general and the public sector in particular. 


Naturally measures are being discussed and carried out in this direction 
and [| would like to scate that the oublic sector is the commanding sector 
in reality in Syria. The total money invested in the public sector ex- 
ceeds 90 billion Syrian pounds while the money invested in the private 
sector does not exceed 200 or 300 million Syrian pounds, 


As regards the growth of the parasitic bourgeoisie, the necessary measures 
have been taken to prevent its growth and to eliminate it. 


/Question/ You talked about strengthening the national front. What are 
the parties involved in  .he expansion of this front’ 


/Answer/ Every power which is committed to the goals of the front, its 
charter and the struggle to achieve these goals and this char:cr is con- 
sidered to belong to this fronc. 


What Crisis in Syria? 


/Question/ The world's radio stations, Western ones particular'y, have 
been actively disseminating much news and many stories about the presence 
of a domestic crisis in Syria, and intense emphasis has been made in talk- 
ing about factional crisis. Explosions and the assassination episodes have 
been used as proof of the facc that there is a political crisis with a fac- 
tional aspect in Syria. What is the nature of che crisis which exists in 
Syria? Tse it possible to talk about measures which have been taken to 
confront them, what they have called dragnet operations and so forth? 


/Answer/ First, 7 do not share the view that there is a crisis in Syria. 
There are vexations which have been visited on Syria, but there is a dif- 
ference between a crieis and vexations. When we say "crisis,"’ that means 
that there is a crisis in the regime, a crisis in the country, a crisis in 
resolving domestic problems. When we say “vexations," this means that 
thece are foreig.. sources for these vexations. 


[ state, bluntly, there is so crisis in Syria, but Syria, at one stage, 
vas exposed to some vexations, and I believe that these vexations, im- 
ported to us from abroad, will continue because they are connected to our 
continuing political line. 
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he we Oeil lenge Amerieen peliey in the region, and stand againet it, and 
op@toet Lewael and against al-bedat's regime, we expect some venations to 
eveu Thie ie not an inference, facts confirm it, The main objective of 
(hese Movements and venatione ie to face Syria with two alternatives: to 
‘noose the Cawp Devid road, whereupon the venations will end and the country 
wil pele, bul our people and our nation will be eplit up because to fol: 
-» (he Comp David coud means total liquidation of all the aspirations and 
8 fele of the Arab nation, of to contin eling the other road, for 
jytia to continue ite current policy, and « ae quently for it to be concen: 
fated on, erushed and eliminated ae an obstacle, because the main obstacie 
0 Camp David ie here in this country, 


Tee Syrian word “yee” is 4 distinetive word in the region, and the Syrian 
word “ne” is also a dif’ inetive one in the region, 


What is desired, at least, if there is no yes, ie that there be no no, and 
consequently that Syria be eliminated, 


‘verefore attemte heve been aade which have taken the form of assassina- 
Lion attempts and explosions in order to stir up @ factional climate. 

“hose who are scheming realize that the atmosphere in Syria cannot be «4 
fac tonal one. Frances divided the current Syria into five stateletse, these 
etatelets could not exist, and France continued to try for 25 years but 
could not establish «a foundation on a factional basis. 


if direct imperialiem (Prance) could not establish such an atmosphere, and 
failed te do 80, do the schemers abroad anticipate success, especially now 
alter wore then & years of independence’ By the nature of the case, when 
toe sehemere failed with the aurdere which were aimed at spreading a clim- 
ate of factionsliem, their orientation changed. I can give an example of 
thie by saying that more than 10 religious men were assassinated in Syria 
on grounds that they were dealing with the government. 


(Question/ Perhaps the encities which practice killing ere numerous. 


/yoower/) «We, the qurderer is 4 single one, a single body. It is the band 
' “oslem Brothe » which te practicing the killing, and when it kille it 
ennounces the fact. That means thet the iseve is no longer hidden. 


i @h eay Chat afcer they failed to stir up factional strife through urd- 
er toey ehifted to the stage of “national assassination.” That type of 
es. @seination was aimed at blowing up the situation in the country, spe- 
sitieally im the firet week or the first half of March. By the nature of 
the case, their conspirecy failed and ended. T.e government entities con- 
cerreé are actually following up on the security question with full deter- 
,eation. In brief, one can state that some vexations have been caused 
for us in Syria which hawe ssesumed the nature of security problem and 
and which might in another stage essume another form, that is, the form 
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of venations of political pressure of economic pressure. They might as 
sume the form of direct leraeli military ageression, 


Thie ie all aimed at carrying the Camp David conspiracy through, bul we 
will persevere and fight, 


The War end America's Seheme 


/Questiog/ Talk is now proliferating inside and outside Lerael about the 
likelihood of war, war againet Syria specifically. Hew de you view thie 
kind of likelihood’ 


‘Abd-al-Halim Kheddem seid: 


"The Middle Bast region is the most isportent one in the world from the 
strategic etaendpoint end from the economic standpoint. it ie clear that 
any disruption in the situation in the region wil! be reflected in the 
world economy and on world peace and security. America is now trying to 
strengthen ite grip and dominance in the region, and if it can close the 
area off to the edvantage of American policy, that will first mean tighten 
ing ite grip on Burope, Japan and the third world and surrounding the 
Soviet Union. It is certain that the United States will always try to 
eliminate all obstacles in ite way, and Syria is an obstacle in America's 
way. 


“By the nature of the case, direct lereeli militery action may have som 
results which would heave the effect of thwarting American action. There- 
fore the orientation now is to use son-militery seans. However, if they 
become convinced that these means are failing, the strategic importance 
of the area will become more isportent than the consequences which will 
result from lereeli aggression. Thus the likelihood of war continues to 
exiet.” 








/Questi Let us continue the discussion on strategic balance. te it 
in Syria's power to achieve strategic balance with lereel apart from the 
Soviet Union, considering twat that is the friendly international party 
which te close to ite poli.icel premises’ 


/Anewer] We in Syria have decided to attain ⸗ strategic balance and to 
use all the policies and means which will lead to thie balance. Among 
these means and policies ise the attainment of « qualitative iaprovement 
in relations betwee. ue end the Soviet Union. 


/Question/ Are there practical measures’ 


/Anever/ The question is, how can we? This is 4 matter we discuss in the 
party leadership and vith our brethren in the Perseverance Front. That 
is, we have approved the principle and are now discussing waye of qualita 
tively improving these relations with the Soviet Union. 














‘Questioa/ A wilitery meeting wae beld lately in Damaseus in the content 
© «9 Perseverance Front to carry out the resolutions of ite latest summit, 


‘Anowet/ Coprect, and 60 fat 6s | know Chie @ilitery meeting was very 
eo» Ce88iul, “he feselutionse edopted ta it were very good, especialiy as 
r-qaede the Palestine resistance. 


Relatione with the Res! etance 
we cate ‘ABbd-al-Halie Khaddam 


“What adout Byrian Palestinian relations’ There are people whe talk of, 
or perhaps exprese @ desire for, @ diepute between the resistance and 
Damascus.” 


/Anewer’ All L know Le that when our Palestinian brethren come to Syria 
chey celk adeely to use and pratee Syria's policy, positions and what Syria 
ie enduring for the eake of the Palestinian cause, and we have not heard 
anything different from any of then. 


i can truthfully estate that there is no dispute with brothers in the re- 
slecence, and the noise that ie going on about disputes probably arose 
from a difference in political vision and appraisal aiong the edges of the 
contacts which our brothers in the resistance sometimes make and which we 
are informed about after they happen, although when we meet and discuss 
mattere we find that our viewpoints are in agreement and that it is not 
necessary for allies to make the same movements to prove their solidarity. 


Ove goale are clear: against Camp David, in favor of liberation; the 
Palestine cause ie the central cause and any movement in thet direction, 
eepecially after Camp David, cannot teke plece within the framework of 

what te called @ political settlement. To talk about political sett lement 
© to tale about sucrendering to leraeli demands. It makes use live through 
iilvelone of Leminent peace whereas the Lereelie are moving within the 
realtties of wer, 





Some of os afe Still inweetigeting « word in «@ statement by some country 
© another whieh te talking about peace while at the same time lereel 

» i lde sew settlements. In epite of thie we consider that the iseve of 
the t.lueten of settlement guec be rewlewed. We might disagree vith som 
of os Atab orethren and might dleagree in our views with some Palestinian 
srothers, but the Palestinian context, in our opinion, is in general on 
‘ae side of the policical path Syria te propounding. The climate of the 
PATH conference, which | attended, strengthened the path of rejection of 
‘he tlluetene of settlement end the firmness of the sovement's combative 
&tand 


191 











The statement ieeved reflects | « combative atmosphere and not one word of 
it contradicts our politica. , 28 Waturally the base and leadership 
organizations of the Palestinian freveiution are not in faver of Camp David 
or the plane of iliuetene of politica! settlement, 


Perhaps the climate of enthusiaem with whieh Chose at Che conference re 
ceived the statement | made before the PAT) movement reflect the notions 
1 am driving at, 


in brief, lerael and America will not form and will net aliew the ested: 
lishment of @ Paiestinian etate, and anything they prepound on the Palestin: 
ian ieeve consiete of mines to blow up the Palestinian stage by creating 
contradictions in it, Ne one whe tries to be friends with America and be 
on ite side realises thet it wante to crush him, The Americans want agente, 
not friends, slaves who have no hand in decisions. I believe that the 
Palestinian stage ie opposed to America and to Camp David and a\- Sadat, 

by the nature of the case, 41! Palestinian organisations with « popular 

and leadership character have adopted epecific positions, and there is no 
anxiety over thie matter, 


/Question/ Many Lebanese assume Chat agreement to # tripartite Lebanese. 
Syrien-Palestinien formula will constitute an entree into a solution of 
the Lebanese crisis. Do you believe it ie possible to arrive at these 
proper trilateral relations’ 


/Anever/ Thies is what we are striving toward. What is iaportant is that 
the situation in Lebanon not continue in the current manner, because ite 
continuation will etrangle the Lebanese and Palestinians and will lead to 
more contradictions and probleme in netionsi ranke, and thie will be nega- 
tively reflected on the Palestinian position. Weakening the national ranke 
will weaken the position of the Palestinian resistance. Therefore it is 
necessary to make serious urgent efforte to shift the current situation in 
Lebanon to @ new stage, — stage in which the Lebanese and Palestinians 
will celex, end we will relax with thee. 
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TUNISIA 


DEFENSE MINISTER LAUDS DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS 
Tunie LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 29 Aug 80 p 4 


[Article: “Today the Fight Means Efficiently Contributing to the Work of 
Development") 


[Text] Mr Slaheddine Baly, Minister of National Defense on Wednesday went 
to Meknasey where he presided over 4 people's meeting. 


In the speech he gave on this occasion, the minister discussed the efforts 
made by the government in all fields to assure dignity for all citizens in 
spite of the modest resources of the country. The minister mentioned par— 
ticularly the manyfold encouragements given by the state to incite citizens 
to improve production. In thie connection he gave tribute to the citizens 

of Meknassy for the work they are doing in land improvement by practicing 
irrigated cultivation. This is all the gore gratifying, insisted the sini- 
ster, as Tunisians have become conscious of their duties and responsibilities. 


Mr Baly then emphasized the concern of the “Supreme Fighter" for the young 
regime of Sidi Bouzid, recalling that the head of state devoted his whole 
life to assure the dignity of the Tunisians by fighting for the country's 
independence in the first stage and for the amelioration of living standard 
and the promotion of the whole people in the second stage. 


After reviewing the glorious past of the Sidi Bouzid government in the 
struggle for national liberation, Mr Baly underlined the importance of 
direct contact in Bourguiba politics which made it possible to lay the 
foundations of a modern society and to launch the country on the path of 
development on 4 solid basis. 


The minister then explained that today the fight means efficiently contri- 
buting to the work of development, notably by the creation of jobs, increase 
of production. He sentioned that the army aleo shares in this work in the 
form of national service. 


Moreover, discussing the importance of agriculture in the national economy, 
Mr Baly stressed the need to encourage young people to work on the land. 
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He aleo indicated that the government spares no ef'ort to © habilitate 
distressed areas and to encourage all those wishing to work tor the goud 
of the nation, 


The sinister concluded in exhorting the citizens to strengthen their loyalty 
to the Bourguiba regime which embodies the aspirations of all citizens, to 
remain watchful in the defense of national assets and to foil all attempts 
at hindering the march of the country towards progress and prosperity. 


At the end of the meeting Mr Baily distributed several prizes a8 an encourage 
ment to young people and granted in the context of the rural development 
program, 
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TUNISIA 


PLANNING, FINANCE MINISTER DISCUSSES TUNISIAN-STYLE SOCIALISM 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 28 Aug 80 p 4 


[Text] On Tuesday Mr Mansour Moalla, Planning and 
Finance Minister chaired, at the Center for Training 
of young executives, a free platform organized by 
the regional student committee in the Sfax district. 





Taking stock of the last two decades the minister 
stressed that the resulte of the last 20 years are 
on the whole positive despite some negative aspects. 
Among positive results Mr Mansour Moalla cited the 
liquidation of the aftermath of colonialism which 
required great and long-term efforts such as the 
establishment of State institutions which could be 
improved upon in order to fulfill properly their 
mission according to the aspirations of the nation. 
The last 20 years also have seen the elaboration of 
a basic infrastructure, the generalization of educa- 
tion and the launching of a diversified Tunisian 
industry. On that point the minister underlined that 
all these results are assets which have to be safe- 
guarded and strengthened. 


Mr. Moalla then discussed the efforts Tunisia still has to make to reach 
the standard of developed countries. This task, he stressed, requires the 
coordination of everybody's efforts and great determination to overcome 
the emerging difficulties. 


Reinforcement of the Collective Sector 


Answering further to questions raised by the students concerning economic 
development, the minister reaffirmed Tunisian adherence to the socialist 
line, indicating that Tunisian socialism is a socialism characterized by 

a policy of balance between all sectors and by the quest for economic pay- 
off. The Tunisian economy, observed Mr Moalla, constantly develops ana 
evolves for the good of the whole nation. He added: Tunisian socialism 
is not incompatible with the existence of a private sector provided the 
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latter fulfille ite duties, notably in connection with the distribution of 
income, taxes, job ¢ eation and social intercourse which must be built on 
foundations which do not consider labor as a simple means of production on 
the same level as ecuipment and machines, The state iteelf has other prior- 
ities to which it must bend ite efforts, particularly since certain key 
sectors require th special interest of the state which must not neglect 
them in view of the role they play in the life of the citizens, 


As to the collective sector, continued Mr Moalla, we shall come back to it 
progressively, particularly in the field of consumption. The state is 
determined to strengthen this sector by appropriate le,y.slation guaranteeing 
it all possible success. 


Regional Develonment Plane Integrated 


Recalling furthermore the experiment of collectivist policy undertaken in 
Tunisia, Mr Mealla stated that ite failure and the subsequent reactions are 
caused by the methods used in the experiment's implementation. 


The collectivist regime, he pointed out, is above all mutualistic and there- 
fore requires as an essential premise the conviction of the participants, 
their enthusiasm and their loyalty. Thus the cooperative is an economic 
institution, not a political one. To impose this regime by force can only 
lead to failure. The minister was then led to speak on the balance between 
regions in the development programs foreseen for the next Plan, underlining 
the care of the government to grant special treatment to the Western regions 
of the country, regions which in the past did not benefit from advantages 
similar to those granted to the coastal regions, due to lack of money and 
also other considerations related to efficiency. He also stated that the 
administration plans to create sve projects of integrated development for 
these regions in collaboration with the districts. 


These regional plans are going to comprise the implementation of agricul- 
tural, industrial, touristic projects with the purpose of giving to these 
regions their part in the work of development and at the same time to 
achieve regional balance. This action by the way is linked to the adminis- 
trative decentralization decided upon by the government. 





To Maintain the Balance between Salaries and Prices 


On the subject of rural development policy whose programs started in 1973 
the minister said that this policy aims first of all at improving living 
conditions in the rural districts and making possible for the young people 
of these regions to obtain an adequate professional training and stable 


employment. 


Talking then of the balance between salaries and prices, Mr Moalla empha- 
sized the will of the government to do its utmost to maintain and reinforce 
this balance, the more so as 4 serious action has begun to curb inflation. 


19€ 








In his answer to interruptions by students who pointed out the negative 
aspects of the law of April 1972, the minister denied the «llegations that 
this iaw was promulgated to encourage foreign capital. This law he insisted 
profite foreigners as well as Tunisians, The advantages proposed by Tunisia 
to foreign investors con «rn the creation of an appropriate environment 
allowing their enterprises to take root in Tunisia in order to help us to 
solve the problem of unemployment. 


Concerning tax policy Mr Moalla stressed that the Administration envisages 
measures capable of inducing the citizens to discharge their fiscal duties, 


The minister devoted the last part of hie speech to the cooperation of 
Tunisia with brother countries and friendly countries indicating on that 
score that the development of cooperative relations of Tunisia with the 
Arab countries is defined in the context of coordinated action aiming at 
strengthening Arab power. 


Such a cooperation does not keep us from turning to industrialized countries, 
all the more as we endeavour to acquire a technology allowing us to achieve 
our own development with the least delay. 


In conclusion Mr Moalla exhorted the students and young people in general 

to take part efficiently in the implementation of our development objectives, 
all the more as the government and the Party labor presently to surmount 

the obstacles which hindered the dialog at a given time. 
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TUNISIA 


PARTY CHIEF EMPHASIZES PARTY'S CONCERN FOR YOUTH 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 29 Aug 80 p 4 


[Text] Mr Mongi Kooli, Party Director and Delegate 
Minister to the Prime Minister chaired on Wednesday the 
last session of the regional seminar of Destourien stu- 
dents in the Sfax governorship. 


On that occasion he gave a speech in which he explained 
the objectives aimed at by the Party through the organi- 
zation of such seminars. He also insisted that the 
Party always had as main concern the establishment of 
direct contacts with Tunisian students wherever they 
are. 


Later, answering the students questions, Mr Mongi Kooli 
explained, concerning the responsibility within the 
party, that a responsible destourien must have as sole 
concern the common interest rather than his personal 
interest. The "Supreme Fighter" added Mr Kooli always 
taught us that responsibility is a burden and not a 
distinction. 


The party director mentioned furthermore that the party's traditions command 
us to oppose anybody who would be tempted to deviate from this principle, 
just as they call on us to fight against deviations by legal and democratic 
means, since, in the Destourien ethic, there are no differences between 
Destouriens and only honesty and loyalty distinguish one from the other. 


The Welcome to Young People is not a Slogan 


Mr Mongi Kooli then explained that the constant concern of the party to 
remain open for young people expresses in fact the party's desire to be a 
people's assembly, where generations wet in a happy symbiosis. This open 
approach, added Mr Kooli, will no’ . at the cost of those not so young 
any more, especially as the party needs all the energies and as the enthu- 
siasm of the young is complemented by the experience of their elders. 
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You must know, said Mr Kooli addressing hie audience, that the opening to 
youth ia not a propaganda slogan but expresses a sincere wish to establish 
an harmonious bond between the generations of our new society, 


At the same time the party director exhorted the Destourien youth to draw 
its inspiration from the struggle of the "Supreme Fighter" and to conform 
to the instructions contained in his many speeches which remain the best 
means to orient the citizens and to inculcate in them the virtue of patrio- 
tien, 


Mr Kooli also noted that the meetings of the different branches of the party 
are always occasions for taking stock of actions carried out and for self 
examination, 


They are therefore manifestations of democracy. On that account the party 
director insisted that the Destourien must have the courage to express 
himself in all frankness within the party. This courage requires however 
the need to be disciplined and to yield to the majority's will. 


The Law Is Above All 


The party director then warned the participants against rumors and slanders, 
insisting that the party prohibits squarings of accounts and that Bourguibian 
ethics do not authorize the spirit of revenge. If some measures are taken 
against some old officials of the Party, this is only proof that in the 
Tunisian regime the law remains above all. 


Mr Mongi Kooli concluded in emphasizing that the Party is the best shield 
for the regime and that our loyalty and our attachment to the Supreme 
Fighter order us to work for the strengthening of the Party so that it can 
continue its noble mission aiming at promoting the Tunisian citizen who is 
the means and the end of every act of development. 


At the close of the meeting the participants addressed a message of support 
to the Supreme Fighter. 
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TUNISIA 


ITALIAN-TUNISIAN GAS LINE TALKS 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 21 Aug 80 p 4 


[Article: "Mr Mzali Receives the President of "SNAM": The Gas Pipeline 
Between Algeria and Italy at the Center of the Discussion") 


[Text] Yesterday morning, at the Government Palace in the Casbah, 

Mr Mohamed Mzali received Mr Lorenzio Roasio, president of the Italian 
company "SNAM" [National Gas Pipeline Company], in the presence of 

Messrs Abdelaziz Lasram, minister of the national economy, and Mezri ‘ 
Chekir, director of the prime minister's cabinet. 


At the end of the interview, Mr Roasio declared that the discussion had 
dealt with the state of progress of the work for completion of the gas 
pipeline which was to carry Algerian gas to Italy by passing over Tunisian 
territory. 


He also indicated that he had informed the prime minister of his impres- 
sions as to the progress of this work, the construction sites for which are 
now only 200 km from Tunis. 


"The work is progressing in accordance with the estimates worked out," 
added Mr Roasio, who declared himself “satisfied with the competence of 
the Tunisian staff and with the harmony which reigns on these sites 
between Tunisians and Italians." 


Mr Roasio also indicated that the construction sites on the Cap-Bon line 
include 1,000 workers of whom 80 percent are Tunisian. 


Mr Roasio, who was accompanied by the director general of SNAM and by 

the president of the Pipeline Construction Company, concluded by expressing 
the hope that Tunisian-Italian cooperation would increase and would be 
extended to other areas. 
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TUNISIA 


LTALIAN-TUNISIAN SOCIALIST PARTY RELATLONS ASSESSED 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 20 Aug 80 p 4 


[Article: "Mr Mzali Confers with the Secretary General of the Italian 
Socialint Party: Exchange of Views on Relations Between the Two Countries") 


[Text] Yesterday morning at the Government Palace in the Casbah, Mr Mohamed 
Mzali, prime minister and secretary general of the PSD [Destourian Socialist 
Party], received Mr Craxy, secretary general of the Italian Socialist 

Party, in the presence of Messrs Mongi Kooli, ministerial delegate to the 
prime minister and director of the party, and Mezri Chekir, director of 

the prime minister's cabinet. 


At the end of the interview, Mr Craxy made the following statement: 


"Relations between the Italian Socialist Party and the PSD are developing 
normally, in a spirit of mutual respect and fruitful cooperation. I had 
the pleasure of meeting Mr Mohamed Mzali, the prime minister, and we 
proceeded to an exchange of views on questions concerning the international 
problems of the moment and the re’ations between Tunisia and Italy. 


"We are all interested in having, in the Mediterranean, a region of security 
and peace. And we are determined to work toward eliminating destabilizing 
factors and crisis points in the region. 


"On the level of bilateral relations, it is in our mutual interest to 
accelerate all forms of cooperation. We are good neighbors, but we have 
not gone deeply into all the possibilities of cooperation, which are very 
broad. 


"I hope,” Mr Craxy concluded, "that the Tunisian and Italian governments 
will have the opportunity to meet at a very high level to lay more solid 
foundations for this cooperation." 


Mr Mongi Kooli had previously had a discussion with Mr Craxy in the presence 
of Mr Sadok Fayala, responsible for foreign relations at the party head- 
quarters. 
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TUNISIA 


BOURGUIBA DENIES SENTENCED CRIMINALS RIGHT TO LABOR UNION RESPONSIBILITIES 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 28 Aug 80 p 1 


[Article: "President Bourguiba Receives Ennaceur and Sfar. The Social and 
Union Situation Meeting's Focal Point. UGTT Congress: Those Condemned to 

Forced Labor Penalty Do Not Have According to the La “he Right to Parti- 
cipate in Union Responsibilities") 


[Text] President Bourguiba, yesterday morning in t. ‘ccoda Palace in Marsa, 
received Mohamed Ennaceur, minister of social affairs, and Rachid Sfar, 
minister of public health, in the presence of Mezri Chekir, director of the 
prime minister's cabinet. 


At the end of the interview, Ennaceur made the following statement: 


"The attention of the President of the Republic was directed toward the social 
and union situation, as well as toward the preparations for the next UGTT 
(Tun! :ian General Federation of Labor) congress. In order to remove any 
ambiguity, the Chief of State recommended respect for the law regarding the 
requirements for candidacy to union responsibilities, emphasizing that those 
condemned to the penalties of forced labor and prison, having received a 
presidential pardon, do not have the right to hold such responsibilities." 
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TUNISIA 


DECENTRALIZATION LN AGRICULTURE, HEALTH 
Regional Health Adminietration 
Tunte LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 25-26 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] A work session bringing together high officiale of the cabinet and 
the Ministry of Public Health was held yesterday morning at the health 
ministry's headquartere. The session wae presided over by Rachid Sfar, the 
minister of public health, and Moncef Belhaj Amor, deputy minister to the 
prime minister for Public Office and Administrative Reforn, 


This meeting ie part of the project to effect administrative reform and a 
policy of decentralization, euch ae determined at the joint meeting of the 
Offices of Policy and Government, which was held on 28 July 1980, 


The meeting, which aleo falle within the framework of 4 series of meet ings 
that Belhaj Amor is holding with the ministers concerned, aime to examine 
the measures intended for making workable the decentralization decided by 
the government. 


Thue it was decided to move toward creating a Regional Health Administration 
in each governorship in order to gradually increase the number of these 
administrations from 6 to 19. 


These administrations will be headed by a director who will be the regional 
representative of the Ministry of Public Health. 


In thie regard, Sfar and Beihaj Amor advocated the need to allow the 
regional director a broad power of decision in mattere of regional health. 


As a result, they agreed that the regional directors will benefit from being 
assigned powers qualifying them to go ahead with recruitment and the admin- 
istration of personnel, up to then done in Tunis. 


"All these measures are designed to relieve congestion in the administration 
and will allow the latter to better fulfill ite role of creating ideas for 
coordinat.on and supervision, with the regional administration from now on 
retaining the power of decision in execution,” stated Sfar. 
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Moreover, the ministers were particularly interested in methods of 
facilitating relations between citizens and the health administration, Thue 
they directed that there be presented as soon as possible a regulations draft 
allowing regional health services to deliver locally the equipment and 
certificates requested by users, a function until then in the central 
administration's jurtediction, 


Yor this purpose, Sfar and Belha) Amor examined a draft for an assignment 

of powers that will qualify the regional health director to judge and to 
deliver the authorisations for opening or closing health establishments such 
as pharmacies, laboratories and private clinics located in his geographical 
jurtediction, 


This measure, the ministers emphasized, anewers the incessant increase of 
establistmente built at the initiative of private individuale, 


Therefore, the reduction of procedures will encourage thie initiative and 
will give private individuals the opportunity to contribute to improving 
our hospital organization. 


Within this same framework, it has been decided to entrust the regional 
director with the decision to approve using private ambulances. In addition, 
to create careers and to allow the initial formation of regional admin- 
istrative staff, Belhaj Amor informed the participants of projects for 
support to aid regional officials, This support deals with allowances for 
length of administrative service, as well ae financial encouragements. 


Decentralization of Agriculture Ministry 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 29 Aug 80 p 4 


[Text] Lassaad Ben Osman, sinister of agriculture, and Moncef Belhaj Amor, 
deputy sinister to the prime uinister for public office and administrative 
reform, presided over a meeting bringing together high officials of both 
departments, on Thureday at Ministry of Agriculture headquarters. 


During thie work session, held within the framework of the decentralization 
policy decided by the government and the policy office at their joint meet ing 
last 28 July, Ben Osman and Belhaj Amor examined measures concerning the 
Ministry of Agriculture and tending to further strengthen the decentrali- 
zation of ite services in administrative, financial, technical and economic 
areas. 


Ben Osman and Belhaj Amor agreed on the need to give the regions qualified 
administrative staff in order to guarantee the success of the decentrali- 
zation and to allow citizens to manage on the spot and with maximum ewift- 
ness the probleme that they face. 














At) ofgehi#ation afd @elhode committee created in the Ministry of Agriculture 
determined, in agreement with all the administrations, the methedse for 
fedueing detours, the powere that there te room for decentralieing, as well 
ae the redeployment of personnel and of methods of service to benefit the 
governorehipe, 


Concerning regional structures, the 19 regional offices for agricultural 
development afe managed by high level technicians and cover 130 districte, 


The redeployment, gradually achieved, of technical personnel will contribute 
to strengthening these regional structures, 


The division of the administrative staff--about 26 percent for the central 
administration and about 74 percent for regional services--will benefit the 
latter even more after the next selection of engineers comes forward. 


Moreover, aware of the need to place technical services within immediate 
reach of agriculture in the moet remote areas, especially in agricultural 
popularization and aid to the emall and medium farme through supervised loans, 
Ben Osman and Belhaj Amor agreed to effect a second redeployment inside the 
governorshipe themselves up to the delegation and sector (Imadat) level. 

In thie regard, 150 technicians have been assigned in a firet stage at the 
level of delegations and regional popularization celis, 





Ae for the powere to be entrusted to the ional services, their transfer 
will be effected gradually up to 1 January 1981 and will affect all the 
functions of the sinistries. 


These measures, joined to the new regional structure, will allow the local 
offices to better serve agriculture and will accordingly lead to taking up 
the challenge of nutrition. 


Bringing Together Administration and Administered 


This transfer more particularly concerns the Ministry of Agriculture's powers 
in mattere of land-holding, plant production, forests with hydraulic resources, 
eattle breeding and fish, 


Thus, the delivery of authorizations for licenses and certificates of 
possession (collective, state and enzel lands) (as published) from now on 
will be in the jurisdiction of the regional commissioners. 


In the area of agricultural credite, decentralization will give freedom to 
regional services to decide the granting of loans within the framework of 
4 program determined by the central administration. 


Thus, farmers wil) have only to recur to the CRDA and to the agencies of the 
BNT (Tunisian National Bank) for the complete handling of their records until 
the final decision, made locally. These measures are designed to reduce 
delays and to grant 4 loan in the required time. 
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The measures will be followed by the adjustment of certain legislative and 
Feguiatory texte, 


Regarding the administration of personnel, the determined decentralisation 
will allew the CRDA to directly manage 411 personnel in categories B, C and 
Dd, 


Moreover, with the aim of supplying the local offices with finanees and even 
having them master their probleme, it was decided to grant them allotments 
of leans for operations as well ae for equipment, Thus expenditures for 
operation and maintenance will be the object of a broad decentralization 
starting from | January 1981, The same will be true for the equipment budget 
regarding loane for regional purposes (reafforestation, building of water 
stations, hydraulic power, ete....) 


in thie regard, Belhaj Amor epecified that accompanying measures studied at 
the cabinet level will make thie financial allotment easier. Thus, there 
will be ereated regional supervision of expenditures in each governorship, 
just ae the ceiling of the regional market commission will be raised. 

The aim of these measures will be to allow regional services to initiate and 
to carry out projecte appropriate for their regione and therefore to assure 
the speed of their execution and follow-up. 


Ben Osman and Belhaj Amor finally examined the measures being prepared to 
reduce and simplify procedures establish the broad outlines to create a 
guide for the administered person with the object of informing the citizen 
about the routes and procedures allowing him to manage hie business within 
the permitted legal time period. 
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WESTERN SAHARA 


CLASH WITH MOROCCAN FPORCES=<=<The Saharan Information Ministry has issued 
a new military communique etating that fighters of the Saharan Popular 
Liberation Army carried out a sweeping attack on 17 September against 
Moroccan soldiers who were supported by the 10th division. During the 
attack, which took place in the area between (Bishat) and (Abatih) and 
lasted for 16 hours, the Saharan forces inflicted heavy losses on the 
invading forces, They killed or wounded hundreds of Moroccan soldiers 
and destroyed or seized a large quantity of military hardware, including 
armored vehicles, various types of trucks and light and heavy arms. 
Seores of the invading soldiere vere also taken prisoner. The Saharan 
information Ministry communique aleo reported that the Polisario fighters 
opened heavy fire the same day against the Moroccan garrison at (Bur 
al-Hashishah) on the border between Morocco and the Saharan Republic, 
inflicting heavy losses of life and materiel on the occupation forces. 
[Text] [LD182042 Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 1900 GMT 18 Sep 80) 
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